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T HE following bee were written to 
Fgratif/ private friendſhip, and would 
| never have been intruded upon the Public, 
but from the entreaties of ſome of the 
moſt reſpectable Subſcribers to the Work, 
who flattered the Author, that AS 5 they. con- 
tained much authentic information, relative 
to America, little known on this fide of 
the Atlantic, they could not fail of being 
— the Public, © 
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Their ſtyle and manner will clearly evince 
them to be the actual reſult of a familiar 
correſpondence, and by no means void of 
thoſe inaccuracies neceſſarily ariſing from 
the rapid effuſions of a confeſſedly i inexpe- 
rienced Writer, which will ſcarcely be 
wondered at, by thoſe who conſider how 
widely different are the qualifications neceſ- 


ſary to form the Soldier and the Author. 


Every thing the Reader may meet with 
will not appear ſtrictly nouvelle; but this 
is a circumſtance unavoidably attending the 
writer of a tour through a country, which 
has been already the ſubject of ſo much 
ifcuſſion ; but there are certainly many 
new circumſtances related, which will ſerve 


to point but the true character and manners 
of the Americans. | e 


i 10 lie $077 3-011 
The facts came within his. own hin; 
ledge, or are ſupported by ſome honour- 
| able 


A» 
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able authority ; and his motto has ever 
been, I 


Nothing extenuate, 
Nor ſet down LR n . Ly 
They will ſtrike every man with the . 
greater force, after the evident partiality 
of a late Author, ho has been led to re- 


preſent the Favorers, of Independence as 
poſſeſſed of every amiable qualification, and 


thoſe who eſpouſed, the rights of the Mo- 
ther Country, as deſtitute of commo 10 n fcel- 
ings, and m Meg 


The Author, ſenſible how much thoſe 
Subſcribers, whoſe generoſity has exceeded 
the limits of the ſubſcription, would be 


hurt by a particular diſtinction, co-jointly 
renden them thoſe thanks, 


Which the tried heart that feels alone can give.“ 
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ZARL OF. HARRINGTON, 
- VISCOUNT: PETERSHAM, 1 
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COLONEL OF THE TWENTY NINTH: 
HON REGIMENT oF FOOT. TT 


* * 
* Nei 6 2 
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MY rens, * 


11 N 3 ect 


Ha ING: 2 the A— to 
nerve under your Lordſhip, 
it was my fortune, in common 
with all who were in the ſame 
ſitua- 


DE TO INTIO 


8 * go — . ii ECL be i oO 


-ſituatiog, to js | 


Vour Lordhipiby perſonal obliga- 
tions; ; }-and, it is a conſequence 
which 1 1 hape will be. thought 


equally natural chat 1 could take 
this 8 o „ 


In Dr — Public un- 
common ſcenes of difficulty, dan- 
ger and diſtreſs, I might be further 


tempted,” had I talents for the 


undertaking, to particularize the 
unremitting fortitude, which, in 
ſeveral of the moſt trying in- 
ſtances, diſtinguiſhed your Lord- 
ſhip's conduct: but examples of 


bravery, though none can be mose 


conſpicuous than thoſe your Lord- 

ſhip ſhewed, abound in every claſs 

of a Britiſh army: more rare, 
5 though 


64 
though not leſs worthy of imita- 
tion, is the ſort of attachment 
your. Lordſhip, has always thewn 


to _ 1 7 29 Th, 1 


. 


It has been! 55 r pralle, my viLord | 
when out of the field, to forego 
the pleaſures which high rank, 
fortune, youth, and accompliſh- 
ments opened to your view, and 
to brave the ſeverity of climate, 
through tedious winters, in mere 
military fellowſhip. 


In retired quarters, you found 
the care of your men to be at 
once the true preparation for your 
country's ſervice, and a moſt gra- 
tifying enjoyment to your own 
benevolence: while on a their parts, 


they 


xii 

T9. 10 | 

they conſidered their leader dathele 
beſt friend and benefactor. Diſ- 


cipline de this placed upon a baſis 


that- mechanical valor tan never 


eſtabliſh, upon a principle worthy 


of troops who can think and ol, 


Nen and oe hg. 


Dub impreſſed. with theſs 2 
many other of your virtues many 


more than you would permit me 
to enumerate; 1 have the . 


8 


to be [4 1 
My 8 
Your Lordſhip” 8 moſt ne 
And moſt Jewnnd: Ws . 
Hunble Servant, 25 8 


THOMAS ANBUREY. 
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LETTER I. 
Cert, Anguft 8th, 1776. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | 
RECEIVED your letter, dated the 
2d inſtant, and ſurely nothing- can be 
more flattering than the warm teſtimony 
of regard and friendſhip - every line of it 
ſpeaks. —It was with great reluftance you | 
conſented to my going into the army, but 
a dull inactive life neither ſuited my cir 


cumſtances nor my inclination, and an early 
Vor. 8 B love 


2 INTERIOR TRAVELS 
live Fa müizy cob, fon" Genera 
my choice. My -time and poor abilities 
| pannot be ſo well employed, as in the ſer- 
vice of my King and country, 


I have no regrets at quitting England, 
but the loſs I muſt ſuſtain in your pleaſant 
and improving converſation ; and am per- 
ſuaded you will alleviate as many of thoſe 
painful reflections as poſſible, by taking 
every opportunity of writing to me.— 
None ſhall be omitted, on my part, of 
aſſuring you how often I think of you, 
and the implicit attention I ſhall ever pay 
to your commands, in giving you a de- 
ſcription of perſons, places, and various 
occurrences—and ſhould I ſometimes be 
too particular on trivial ſubjects, you muſt 
excuſe it, and remember the two prevailing 
motives you aſſigned for this kind of 
correſpondence—the pleaſure you was fo 
obliging to ſay it would afford you, and the 
utility you thought it would be of to me, 
by calling my attention to whatever be- 
came in the leaſt worthy of obſervation. 


THROUGH AMERICA. 8 


This is the laſt you muſt expect from 
me on this ſide of the Atlantic, as in a few 
n 


for the 47th regiment, _ \ 


1 


to take every opportunity of writing to 
me, and believe that time and diſtance can 
never abate the reſpect and friendſhip with 
which I am, 

Yours, &c. 


—_—_— 


LETTER: II. 


On board the Howe, on the \ Sept. 11th. 
Banks of Nexafenndland 1776. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


| | Wl the opportunity, by a ſhip 
that-is bound for England, now lying-to 
for letters, to ſend you a haſty account of 
the events that have happened fince my 
departure from Ireland. 


* 


T would be very ungrateful indeed not 


B 2 | You 
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Fou know I had the care of ſome re- 

. eruits for the 47th/ regiment ;. and as they 
were compoſed of that nation, no leſs 
famous for their characteriſtic errors, than 
their ſpirit and unbounded hoſpitality, let 
me relate a caſual occurrenge or two, in 
place of novelty, which cannot be ex- 
pected, — between ſky and 
water. 


There were TOS ſome little di. 
putes among theſe Hibernians. One day, 
on hearing a more than uſual noiſe upon 
deck, I went up to enquire the occaſion of 
it, and learnt it was a quarrel between 
two of them. Upon aſking the cauſe of 
him who appeared the tranſgreſſor, he ex- 
claimed, Oh! and plaiſe your Honor, ] 
« did nothing to him at all, at all when 
the other haſtily replied, Oh yes, and 
« plaiſe your Honor, he ſaid as how he 
* would take up a ſtick and blow my 
„brains out.” The peculiar manner in 
which it was vociferated, was ſo truly 

comic, that I coun not -refrain from 

. 5 laughter, 


THROUGH AMERICA; $ - 


| laughter, and merely CEN n 
n 1 offence. — | 


The intel has been very + vides; till 
a. few days previous to our coming on 
theſe Banks, when there enſued a moſt 
dreadful ſtorm. The ſhip was unable to 
carry the leaſt fail; being left to the fury 
of the driving tempeſt, it was impoſſible 
for any one to keep the deck, and the helm 
was laſhed hard of weather. 


About the third day the ſtorm began to 
. abate, and the evening became almoſt 
calm. But there was. ſuch a prodigious 
ſwell of the ſea, that the ſhip was ex- 
pected every moment to roll her maſts 
overboard : ſhe had driven ſo much to the 
leeward, that although we could not diſ- 
cern land, the yartls and rigging were co- 
vered with birds, that v were blown from it 
by the ſtorm. 


At this time, one of my recruits com- 
ing upon deck, not obſerving any one 
| B 3 there, 
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there, and the fea fo tremendous, imme- 
diately went below, and cried out to his 
companions, ©* Oh! by my ſoul, honeys, the 
4 ſea is very dreadful, and we are all ſure 
to be drowned, for the ſhip's a finking. 
However, I have this conſolation, that 
« if ſhe goes to the bottom, the Captain 
* muſt be accountable for us when we get 
* to Quebec.” And his fears operated ſo 
powerfully, that he gave: a groan, and 

fainted away. | 


A few days after this the ſea, which 
before had been fo tremendous, and to uſe 
the technical phraſe, run mountains high, 
was now become as calm as a mill-pond. 
It is cuſtomary, on ſuch weather, in a 
fleet, for one ſhip to invite the Captains 
and paſſengers of others'to dinner. The 
mode of invitation on theſe occaſions, is 
by hoiſting a table-cloth to the enſign- 


We hung out this ſignal, and the Cap- 
tain of the neareſt ſhip, with an officer, 
"vp | came 


THROUGH AMERICA, 7 


eame on board. After dinner, ſo ſudden 
and ſtrong a breeze ſprung up, as to ren- 
der their return very unſafe, and it was 
two days before they could venture, when 
even then _ nn * WH. im- 


4 


This * a little anecdote I cannot. help 
wiſhing to be much noticed, as it might be 
a caution. to young officers and captains of 
| ſhips, how they make nautical viſits, or 
_ any occaſion. quit their veſſels. | 


-- Theſe Banks may be ranked amongſt the 
many ſurpriſing and wonderful works of 
nature, being a mountain formed under 
water, by the flime that is continually 
waſhing away from the Continent. Its 
extent has never yet been aſcertained, but 
is generally reckoned to, be about 160 
leagues long, and 90 broad. About the 
middle of it is a kind of bay, called the 
Ditch. The depth of water varies con- 
fiderably, being in ſome places only five, 


and in others ſixty fathom. The ſun is 
B 4 ſcarcely 
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ſeateety'ever to be Uiſcerned, a cold thick | 
fog generally covering the hes: attnof- 
phere, which | renders it ' dan» 
gerous to a fleet; for it is at times 4 ſtate 
of total darkneſs, Where a continual firing 
of guns, or inceſſant noiſe of the drum, 
can alone prevent the ſhips running tou] of 
each med aon 2133 1988 8 


8 p F 
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The winds _ theſe Banks ined ge< 
nerally very impetuous ; the conſtant. agi- 
tation of the waves, I am informed, is oc 
caſioned from the ſea being driven by ir 
regular currents, that beat ſomatimes on 
dne ſide, and ſometimes on the other, ſtrik s 
ing with great force againſt the borders of 
theſe Banks, which are every where almoſt 
perpendicular, and repel them with equal 
violence: and yet, on the Banks them- 
felvey, «little from the coaſt, it is as quiet 
as in a bay, except there happens to be a. 
ſtrong and W Oy ene 4 2 
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Banks, which is perceptible-without ſound- 


ing, as the water changes from an azure 


blue to a white ſandy color, we lajdeto in 


order to fiſh for cod, the proceſs*ef>which 


is no leſs e than ſurpriuing to 
i + * Free 229 £3267 


, | "I; 1 
+3 x Fe {+ (. 73% $4.4 2.28 Don » * 201 


After baiting the hooks with the entrails 


of A bei- in a few minutes we caught a 
fiſh, when the ſailors made uſe of ſome 


part of the entrails, as being a better bait, 
and then drew up the cod as faſt as you 
can poſſibly imagine; for though we re- 
mained there only half an hour, we caught 


as many as would ſerve the thip's crew tha | 


_ * . | th nl 


' * . 
8 2 1 Sj -2 + * _ i "4 . 7 9 


Von may: b by whar means they 
are certrin of. having caught a fiſh, with 
ſo many fathom of line out. When it has 
been a little while: in the water, they gently 
pull it with the. finger and thumb, and af 


there is a fiſh, the ſtruggling of it oc? 


ſions a vibration of the line, which is very 


. 
\ 
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- 
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perceptible, though fo many fathoms deep. 
They then haul it in, and as ſoon as the 
fiſh. comes in view, the water magnifies it 
to ſuch a ſize, that it appears almoſt im- 
poſſible to get it on board; and indeed it 
requires ſome dexterity, for on hauling 
them out of the water they ſtruggle with 
ſuch violence, as frequently to work them- 
ſelves off the hooks, by entangling the 
line in the rigging, before rech r Rpt 
Pere ee ti ln | 


de thefe:woſſels-wehich. particularly fake 


low this buſineſs, avoid the inconvenience 


the main-maſt to the ſtern, and ſometimes 


the whole length of the ſhip, in which are 


placed barrels with the tops ſtruck out, 


and the fiſhermen get into theſe to ſhelter 
themſelves from the weather. Their ſtay, 


I imagine, cannot be long, as the method 


of curing is equally as expeditious as the 


catching them; for as ſoon as the cod is 


caught, they cut out its tongue, and give 
i to one who immediately ftrikes off its 
head, 


| , 
* 
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head, plucks out its liver and cntraile; and 


giving it to another, the bone is drawn ut 
as far as the navel; it is then throw into 
the hold of the ſhip, where it is ſalted and 
ranged in piles. The perſon who falts it 
is careful to leave fufficient falt between 
the rows of fiſh, to prevent them touching 
each other, and yet not too much, as either 
eee n nil 


The right or fiſhing upon . 
Bank, by the law of nature, ought to have 
been common to all mankind; but England 
and France, being the only two powers 
that had colonies in North America, made 
no ſcruple to appropriate to themſelves; 
what Spain certainly had the greateſt claim 
to, as the original difeoverers of it; and 
who, from the number of her monks and 
prieſts, as well as her religion, might have 
pleaded the neceſſity of keeping. Vet at 
the concluſion of the laſt peace, they en- 
tirely gave up all pretenfions to it: fince 
which time England and France are the 
120 nations that frequent thoſe latitudes, | 


and 


Th-- A. 
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and both have frigates continually eruiz- 


ing, to prevent the encroachments of other 


The produce of this fiſhery is certainly 
a moſt inexhauſtible wealth to both coun- 
tries, and it is no wonder they are ſo very 
tenacious of it: yet it is ſutprizing what a 
large circuit the ſhips are obliged to take 
before their voyage is compleated, and the 
profits reſulting from this hſhery returns to 
either, nearly traverſing by water half the 
globe: for, in the firſt inſtance, they ſail 


from their reſpective ports in Europe to 


theſe Banks, from whence they proceed 
with their cargoes to the Mediterranean 
and African iſlands, where they diſpoſe of 
their fiſh for the produce of thoſe iflands, 
then go to the Weſt Indies, to exchange 
that cargo, and return home with 
ſugars and rum. bo | | 


It appears a very ſingular cireumſtance, 


| hat thefs Bunke ſhould abound: with cod 


and no other fiſh ; and that the greateſt 
| = - philoſo- 


THROUGH AMERICA, —- 13 


philoſophers have never been bla to ac- 
count for it. 121 


. The Captain of the ſhip that is waiting 
for our letters growing impatient, obliges 
me to make a haſty concluſion, with wiſh· 
ing you health and happineſs, and aſſuring 
you that you ſhall hear from me as ſoon as 
I arrive at Quebec. 


I Iam, 
Yours, &c. 


0 1 Hb e Law 
| 2 De, O08. geb, 1776. 
DEAR 8IR, | 


Arran a fatiguing paſſage of < cloven 
weeks, attended with no little danger, 


we are ſafe arrived at Quebec, which be- 
fore I proceed to give you any deſcription 
of, it will be more methodical to relate the 


OCCUT- 


: 
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. 
our voyage. 18 


I told you in my laſt, that we had fri- 
gates cruizing on the Banks, one of which 
informed us, that there were ſeveral priva · 
teers in the river Saint Laurence. Had we 
been leſs attentive to them, and more ap- 
prehenſive of the ſhoals and ſands that river 
abounds with, rendering its navigation dif- 
ficult and dangerous, it would have been 
better for us; for a few days after we had 
paſſed Cape Roſier, a favorable wind ſpring- 
ing up, the Captain crouded all the ſail he 

poſſibly could, in order to get the next 
morning to the iſle of Bec, where he might 
find a pilot, being very aneaſy, as he had 
never been up that river before. 


But to our great ſurprize and aftoniſh- 
ment, about. one o'clock in the morning, 
we run right upon a ſhoal (which is called 
Mille Vache) with amazing violence. 


A ſhip 


THROUGH AMERICA. 15 
A ſhip belonging to the fleet that had 


gone a head in the day time, and perceived 
te ſhoal; (being low water) had immedi- 
ately brought-to, to warn us of our dan- 
ger, which they did, by firing fignal guns. 
But the Captain miſtaking them for thoſe 
of a privateer, returned the ſhot. 


The ſhip beat with great violence, and 
was every moment expected to go to pieces; 
but the tide ſoon turning, ſhe reſted upon 
the ground, and to our great aſtoniſhment, 
at the break of day, we found ourſelves ſo 
near the ſhore, that, to uſe a ſea phraſe, 
| we could almoſt chuck a biſcuit on it. 


' Upon the clearing up of a fog, a ſhip 
was diſcerned, which proved to be the ſame 
that had fired guns in the night time: ſhe 
was then about three leagues diſtant. We 
immediately fired guns of diſtreſs, of which 
ſhe took no notice, and imagined ſhe had, 
as too frequently is the caſe, deſerted us, 
becauſe we were in diſtreſs and ſtood in 
need of her aſſiſtance. 


0 However, 
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However, we found friends in a quartef 

ie little expected, for a canoe with three 

men paddled from the ſhore, one of whom 
came on board and told us, we were very 

ſortunate to have ſtruck at the time of 
Jpring-tides, or there would be no proba- 
bility of the ſhip s being got off. He di- 
rected us, when the tide was coming in, 

to catry out the bow anchor the length of 
the cable, and then made no doubt, but at 
the full, the ſhip would float again, and we 


2 warp off. 
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After having given every proper ee; 
tion, he took his leave, requeſting, at the 
ſame time, that in caſe we were fo unfor- 
tunate as not to effect it, we would come 
aſhore to his houſe, offering every aſſiſtance 
to fave the cargo, and with a pep: of his 
to take us up the river. 


| * 
| 
1 
14 
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At the return of the tide ſome men were 
ſent out with the anchor, according to the 
directions given; at the heighth of it we 
floated, and to the joyful ſatisfaction of 


every 
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every one, got clear off, ſuſtaining no other 
damage than the loſs of two anchors: yet 


ſuch was the Captain's care and anxiety for 
his owners, that, I am perſuaded; he would 
not have expreſſed half the concern for the 
loſs of the whole ſhip's burthen and com- 


pany, that he did for his anchors: as with 


Captains of hired tranſports, the crew and 
the = are but — 1 A 


This is one inſtance of the: bene 
accidents that await tranſports, by which, 


I am convinced, the ſervice is retunded, 


and many operations, however. exitical, 
which depend on troops and proviſion, are 
often fruſtrated, either by deſign or negli 


| gence. For only figure to yourſelf what 
2 fituation an army of ſo many thoufands 


as that we have upon the Continent, and 


thoſe chiefly fed with proviſtons from the 
Mother _— air * Rn upon the 


3 . een een 
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King's officers, or at leaſt the maſter made 
more ſubject to controul, when under con- 
voy, or naval orders; as it would prevent 
the inconyenience and hazard that is con- 
tinually happening to the King's ſervice. 


You will ſuppoſe it ſurprizing that. this 
has never been noticed and remedied by 
thoſe in power. I ſhould have thought 
the affair of the powder-ſhip that went 
into Boſton, would have occaſioned a 
thorough inveſtigation of this iniquitous 
buſineſs. 


The Captains of tranſports in general, 
are a ſet of people who have their own in- 
tereſt much more at heart than the welfare 
of their country; and it is well known, 
that many of them are diſaffected to Go- 
vernment, which was the caſe of the Cap- 
tain of the ſhip juſt alluded to, but where 
the blame is to be imputed, is not for me 
to ſay. As in all probability you may not 
have heard of this affair, or the real truth 
of it may not have reached you, I ſhall re- 

| * late 
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late the matter, as I had it from a Captain 
of a ſhip who failed in the ſame fleet, 
whoſe veracity can be relied on, and from 
the amazing ſtrange circumſtances which 
attended the loſs of that ſhip, you: may 
form your own ee 


It ſeems this veſſel was an immenſe 
charge, containing 1500 barrels of gun- 
powder, beſides a great quantity of other - 
warlike ſtores. Several perſons, well diſ- 
poſed to Government, and who were per- 
fectly acquainted with the Captain's prin- 
ciples, informed thoſe who had the direc- 
tion of tranſports at Cork, that this man 
would, the very firſt opportunity, leave the 
convoy and join the Americans, but no 
attention was paid to the information; 
upon which they expreſſed their apprehen- 
fions to the Captain of the frigate who was 
to convoy them out, who promiſed to take 
all poſſible care of that ſhip during the 
voyage: and every one in the fleet thought 
he was not the man repreſented, as he kept 
cloſe under the ſtern of the frigate. 

- "SY When 
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When the fleet came off Boſton harbour, 
a frigate that was cruizing for the purpoſe, 
informed them, that the King's troops had 
evacuated Boſton, and gone to Halifax; 
and in the fleet's failing to that place, in 
one of thoſe fogs that I have already de- 
ſcribed to you, the Captain of the powder- 
ſhip ſeized the opportunity, left the fleet, 
and ſailed back for Boſton, at the mouth 
of which harbour was ſtationed a fifty-gun 
ſhip, to prevent any veſſel from going in, 
that might have eſcaped * of the frigates 


that were cruizing. 


Upon the Captain of the tranſport's 
being interrogated by the man of war, he 
acknowledged himſelf bound for Boſton, 
that he had not heard of the troops evacu- 
ating it, and ſeveral more excules ; but 
ſome doubts and ſuſpicions ariſing from the 
man's converſation, and ſhe being found a 
ſhip of ſuch an immenſe treaſure, an officer 
was ſent on board her, and as the evening 
was coming on, laſhed her to his main- 
maſt, intending to fail her the next morn- 
I ing 


THROUGH AMERICA. 21 


ing ſor Halifax, under. — beſt — 1 
could afford. * b 


But to ſhew you what a determined 
villain the Captain of the tranſport was, in 
the night time, he confined the Lieute- 
nant, who was ſent on board, cut away 


from the man of war, and under cover of 5 


the night, made all poſſible expedition to 

get into en. 

The tide woalil not unflver hi purpoſe 
that time, and the man of war could not 


come up to her, for want of a ſufficient 


depth of water. The Captain manned his 
pinnace, and ſent another Lieutenant on 
board her. Upon the officer's attempting 
it, the Captain ſtruck a harpoon into his 
ſkull ; he fell into the boat, and the reſt 
finding a great reſiſtance, and that they 
were likely to be overpowered, rowed back 
again, 


The tide now turned, and he got the 
op ſafe under the cannon of the Ameri- 


C $i: Cans, 
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cans, before a greater force could be diſ- 
patched to retake poſſeſſion of her. 


The loſs on our fide was great indeed, 
but the advantage to the Americans was 
tenfold, as they were in the utmoſt diſtreſs 
for thoſe materials, and which event may 
in ſome meaſure procraſtinate this unfor- 
tunate war. | 


Two days after our late accident, we 
arrived off the-iſe-of Condre, where we got 
2 pilot, -and three days after anchored fafe 
in * baſon of this city. 


Feurſul of being too late to ſend this by 
| a ſhip that is juſt failing for Bngland, — 
is only time to aſſure you, that I ſhall 
embrace every opportunity of convineing 
you, with how much — and friend- 
ſhip Tam, 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 


Quebec, Otober 1 5th, 1776. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


B EFORE you have any account of 

this city and its environs, I ſhall de- 
ſcribe to you the river St. Laurence, 
which, upon their firſt failing up it, is the 
aſtoniſhment and admiration of every Eu- 
ropean. In forming an idea of a river, 
people in general are apt to judge by com- 
pariſon : thoſe who have made the tour of 
Europe, inſtantly call to mind the Rhine 
and the Danube; thoſe who have not, the 
Thames, What will you ſay, when you 
are informed that theſe, though very noble 
and beautiful, are but mere rivulets, when 
put in competition with that of Saint 
Laurence. | oe, 


C4 The 
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This river iſſues from lake Ontario, 
taking its courſe north-eaſt, waſhing Mon- 
treal, where it receives the Outtuais, form- 
ing many fertile iſlands, and a lake which 
is called St. Pierre. It continues the ſame 
courſe, and meets the tide 400 miles from 
the ſea, where it is navigable for large 
veſſels. After receiving in its progreſs in- 
numerable ſtreams, this great river falls 
into the ocean at Cape Roſier; it is there 
9o miles broad, where the cold in general 
is ſevere, and the ſea rather boiſterous. In 
its progreſs it forms variety of bays, har- 
bours, and iſlands, many of the latter being 
6xtremely Truitful and pleaſant. 


The river Saint "PARA has ever been 
looked upon as a good defence to this pro- 
vince, for in the neighbourhood of Que- 
bec, it abounds with hidden rocks, with 
ftrong currents in many places, which force 
the ſhips to make various windings. From 
the time that Quebec was beſieged by Sir 
William Phipps, in the year 1690, who 

was obliged to retire with a great loſs of 


ſhipping, 
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ſhipping, this fiver was very little known 
to the Engliſh till the year 1759, when 
Sir Charles Saunders, with a fleet of 50 
Engliſh men of war, and near 300 fail of 
tranſports, arrived off Quebec, without the 
loſs of a ſingle ſhip, which clearly proves 
thoſe dangers were not ſo great as had been 
repreſented. . Since that time it has been 
better known; and though we have not 
at preſent at this place ſo many men of 
war, yet there are near as many tranſports, 
notwithſtanding the navigation up this ri- 
ver from the ſea is rendered very dan- 
gerous, by the ſtrength of the current and 
the number of ſand-banks, which fre- 
quently ariſe in places where they never 
appeared before ; the fatal conſequences of 
which ſeveral veſſels have experienced this 


War. 


There are abundance of porpoiſes in the 
river St. Laurence, which are moſtly white, 
and when they riſe to the ſurface of the 
water, have the appearance of an hog 
ſwimming. At night, if I may be allowed 
the 
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the expreſſion, without being accuſed of 
an Iricifm, they cauſe moſt beautiful „ire 
works in the water: for being in ſuch abun= 
dance, and darting with amazing velocity, 


a continued ſtream of light glides through . 


the water, and as ſhoals of them frequently 
croſs each other, the luminous appearance 
is ſo pictureſque, that no erg can 
reach it. | | 


N our entering the river St. Laurence, 
we ſaw, off the iſland of Anticoſti, a great 
number of ſeals, one of which we caught. 
This animal is generally ranked amongſt the 
elaſs of fiſh, although produced on land, 
and living more there than in water. Its head 
reſembles that of a maſtiff; it has four 
paws which are very ſhort, eſpecially the 
hinder ones, ſerving rather to crawl, than 
to walk upon, and reſembling fins ; but 
the fore feet have claws ; the ſkin is ex- 
ceeding hard, and covered with ſhort hair; 
they are firſt white, but as they grow up 
turn to ſandy or black, and ſome of them 
are of three different colours. 
| There 
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There are two ſorts, the larger weighing 
near two thoyſand pounds, and have a 
ſharper ſnout than the others. I have been 
told that the Indians have the art of tam- 
ing theſe creatures, ſo as to make them 
follow eee 


I am led to imagine they couple and 

bring forth their young on the rocks, from 
this reaſon, wherein the powerful inſtin& 
of nature ſhewed itſelf very predominantly: 
one day, ſeveral large ones that had got their 
young on their backs, dropt them now and 
then into the water and took them up 
-again, which no doubt, as being brought 
forth upon land, was to teach them to 
ſwim ; it is not very ſurprizing, when it is 
conſidered this animal is amphibious : but 
the mode is exactly the ſame, only chang- 
ing the element, with that of the feathered 
creation, whoſe little ones flutter from 
ſpray to ſpray, before they venture to fly 
abroad. The eagle carries her young, to 
train them up to encounter boiſterous 
winds. 


Theſe 
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- Theſe animals are caught on the coaſt of 
Labrador. The Canadians go to this frozen 
and almoſt uninhabitable coaſt, in the 
middle of October, and remain there till 
June; their mode of catching them is by 
placing nets between the. continent and a 

few ſmall iſlands, where coming in ſhoals | 
from the caſt, in attempting to paſs: theſe 
ſrraights, they are caught; they then con- 
vey them to land, where they remain 
frozen till the month of May; the oil is 
then extracted from them, and it is ſaid, 
that ſeven or eight of theſe animals will 
yield a hogſhead. The uſe of its ſkin is 
ſo generally known, it needs no. deſerip- 
tion; its fleſh is allowed to be very good, 
but if you had partaken of it, as I have 


done, you would coincide with me in 


opinion, that it turns to better account 
when n into buubberr 5 Sti 


, 


” The tide goes a ** beyvnd Trois 
Rivieres, which is thirty leagues higher up 
the river. The difference of the tide: at 
this place is generally between forty-five 


and 
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and forty-eight feet, but at the new and, * 


full moon, from fifty-four to fifty- ſeven, 
which is very conſiderable. 


The river is three quarters of a mile 
broad here, and as the ſea water, though . 
it does not come up immediately to the 
town, renders it ſomewhat brackiſh, the 
inhabitants make uſe of it only for culinary 
purpoſes, having ſpring water for their 


In failing up the river St. Laurence, the 
firſt plantations you meet with are about 
fifty leagues on the ſouth,” and twenty on 
the north fide of the river, below Quebec: 
they are but thinly ſcattered, and their 
produce very indifferent. The fertile fields 
commence near the capital, which I am 
informed grow better, the nearer you ad- 
vance to Montreal. 


fy About half way up the river, we came 
to the Jer aux Oiſcaux, and paſſed them 
about the diſtance of a cannon ſhot; they 

| are 
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are, two rocks that riſe up in a conical form, 
about 60 feet above the ſurface of the 
water, the largeſt of which appeared to be 
about two or three hundred feet in cireum- 
ference; they are very near one another, 
and there does not appear a ſufficient 
depth of water between them for a ſmall _ 
ſhallop. It is difficult to fay what color 
theſe are of, as both ſurface and banks are 
entirely covered with the dung of the 
birds that reſort thither ; however, there 
were diſcernable in places ſome veins of a 
reddiſh caſt. - I 


One of the mates of the ſhip ſaid he had 
been on them, and had loaded a ſmall ſhalz 
lop with eggs, which were of different 
forts, and that the ſtench ariſing from the 
dung was almoſt inſupportable. Beſides _ 
the ſea-gulls,, and other fowls from the 
neighbouring lands, there is found 4 
ſpecies that eannot fly: It appears to me 
wonderful, in ſo prodigious a multitude of 
neſts, how every one finds its own: At 
my requeſt, the Captain of the ſhip fired a 


4 cannon- 
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cannon- ſnot, which ſpread the alatm over 
there aroſe over the two iſlands a thick 
cloud of fowl, at leaſt COINS 


in circuit. 


_ b circumſtance I forgot to 
mention to you; happened in our voyage 
to this place. In the middle of Auguſt, 
after we had been incommoded for ſeveral ' 

days with exceſſive heats, one morning, 
ſoon after we got up, we felt ſuch an in- 
tenſe cold, that both the Captain and my - 
ſelf were obliged to put on our great coats. 
We could by no means imagine the cauſe of 
this alteration, the weather being extremely 
fine, and particularly as the wind did not 
blow from the north. But on the third - 
morning, juſt before day-break, a ſailor 
called out with all his might, © luff, luff, 
which the man at the helm had ſcarcely 
done, when an enormous piece of ice paſſed 
along-fide of the veſſel, which infallibly 
muſt have daſhed her to pieces, had the 

ſtruck _ it. At day«break we faw it, 


when 


2 
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when it appeared to be about ſix times as 
| Large as our ſhip, and twice the heighth of 


its maſts. Vou well know that only one- 


| third of ice, while ſwimming, appears 


above water, and when that is conſidered, 
I do not wonder that the ignorant ſhould 


not readily aſſent to the relations given by 
travellers, of theſe frozen productions of 


Having already ſwelled this letter be- 


yond its intended limits, and wiſhing to 


avoid, as much as poſſible, being too dif- 
fuſe on trivial ſubjects, I ſhall conclude it 


with my beſt wiſhes for your welfare and 
happineſs, aſſuring you that I am, with 


OE and eſteem, 
. Yours, &c: 


packer | | | LET. 
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Reeder, Odeber 24th, 1776. 

DEAR six, 
i n 033 n tl 3201 12 


A GREE Bur to; my promiſe ina 
former letter, I ſhall now proceed in 


the deſcription of the rivet St. Laurence, 

with ſome occurrences, which befel us pow. 
vious to our arrival at Quebec, 3 

Dod "DULL 857 24 25. no 

One ol the fineſt bays-to be met with ia, 

going up. the river, is that of, St. Paul, 

and as we were. under the neceſſity of an- 


choring oppoſite. to it, 85 he; turn of, 
eee din $9, gen 
ſhore. | el 15561 2115 bam 
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Upon o our landing, the Prieſt of the 
pariſh came and invited us $9 his; houſe, 


es, us - ith, much hoſpitality He 
a man rather advanced in years, a 


Wat I. D native 
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native of F rance, and poſſeſſed of great 
learning ; he had been recommended by 
the French Court to the Biſhop of Quebec; 

© © , while this province was under their go- 

vernment, and, as I am afraid is the caſe 
with too many well deſerving characters, 
was poorly rewarded, by being made Prieſt 

of this ſmall pariſh, for ſome effential 
ſervices he had rendered the French, 

| Which, however, has many privileges : an- 
_ to it. 


From the great veneration and reſpect 
that was ſhewn him, one would naturally 
conelude he was much beloved by his pa- 
riſhioners, and his converſation turned upon 
making them happy, by inſtructing them 
both in religious and moral duties, en- 
couraging induſtry, and diveſting them of 
thoſe innate ſavage difpoſitions, which, he 
obſerved, the lower ſort of Canadians are 
| but, too e to. 


| a was impoſſible to Gay which ſhould be 
** . his n welcome, the 
"IT neatneſs 


ar _ 
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heatnels of the repaſt, or the hilarity of his 
- converſation ; all of which gave. me; the 
greater pleaſure, v when put-in contraſt with 
the other French Prieſts I haye met with, 
who are auſtere and contracted, and fo diſ- 
guſting, that rather than fit down with 
them, I would cat ay; wm my horſe, 


This bad is hat 15: WOK TAS Bux . 
low Quebec, containing only this ſmall 
pariſh, which is ſome diſtance from the 
ſhore of the bay, on a low plain, formed 
by the river. It is ſurrounded with ex- 
ceeding high mountains on every ſide, ex- 
cepting one large gap, which runs parallel 
to the river. The farms are at ſotme diſ- 
tance from each other, and the church is 
reckoned one of the moſt ancient in Ca- 
nada, which ſeems confirmed by its bad 
architecture, and the want of ornaments; 
che walls are formed of pieces of timber, 
erected at two feet diſtance, which ſupport 
the roof, and between theſe timbers the 
ſpace is filled up with a kind of lime-ſlate. 
The church has no ſteeple, its roof is flat, 

| Da and 
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and above. this roof a bell is fi 
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bkewiſe thoſe 5 5 lower dowp the river, 
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0 F life in a een 
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them, living chiefly upon bread and ntl 
and carrying their other. proviſions, ſuch 
as butter, cheeſe, fleſh, poultry, eggs, &c. 
to market, where having dif poſed of them, 
they purchaſe cloaths, brandy, and dreſſes 
for the women, Yet notwithſtanding their . 
pauvre manner of living, they are n 
5 | FChuhearful and! in dieb ſpirits. pg 


n Fiat i 101 


Our obſect on going on ſhore was not ſo 
much to gratify our curiolity, as to > procure 
ſome vegetables ; and as the Capeain of the 
ſhip cquld not ſpeak a word of French, 23 
indifferent a Frenchman a as you know me 
to be, I was pbliged to be the interpreter 

AN on this occaſion. 1 howeyer made the i in- 
habitants underſtand me very well, till 1 
1 3 aſked for ſome potatoes, by the uſual a” 
| | term of pommes de terre; and by which ! 
| underſtand they are called in France; yet, 
| notwithſtanding the Canadians are allgwed 
j | to ſpeak as pure French as at Paris, I could 
| not make them comprehend what it was I 
wanted, the than continually faying, Mon- 
f, je fais bien fachd de it pub, cons 
| : Prad 


1 q 
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prendre c * vous \ſuubaitez.; at the game 
time expreſſing great uneaſineſs, as I rer, 
peatedly : aſſured him, que , eroit bien. i: ſur. 
qu'il en avoit, which. ſeemed | to yex bim 
ſtill more. . However, i in walking over his, 
plantation, 1 happened. to ſee a parcel in | 
the corner, of a ſhed; pointing to them 1 
ſaid, Vila ce Fate je demande ; upon which, 
with great joy in his countenance, he ex- 

claimed, Oh /  Monjieur, ce font des putat, 
putat ; adding, with great heartineſs,; Qu il 
etoit bien aſe etre en etat de me - ſatisfaire,, 
Upon my telling him, in England we called, 
them pommes de terre, he added, with a re- 
mark which I ſhould not haye expected, 

2 £ nom. leur convenoit mieux. que faut 
| As 1 paid him; very liberally for. the 
e we had of him, he faid,;. with; 
great expreſſion of gratitude, Ab! Mon- 


fleur, je me ſouviendrai toujours gf , 
et des Pommes de terre. 


epd tut 2 40 2A, 1 9 
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Canada, om the kerility of its al "2nd, 
the ſalubrity of its climate, you would 
naturally imagine, contributed greatly” to 

D 4 its 
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its own proſperity ; but theſe, as in moſt 
other fitthtions; are "Eounterbaldced by its 
' difidvatitages;” Cinada Has 'only Ohe ery 
for itz Exports and iniports, 41 even this 
is 65 blocked up with ice, 4s not to be 
zaBſe during fix months, while þ hi cavy 

* Bb Fender the” ndvigation flow; a 5 8 | 
the remalndeft of the'y year. e 
the prödles of WES is ſuperior to at 
of the other pro iets, Ralf the latter, cr, not. . 
having frm imipeimints to encounter, 
ad 8 "Have 4 a” decided advantage, over 
this, in Conyeijence 0 LEE ters, 

Zell- 


rupted mdyigatio WILD n 
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The farm houſes are moſt Þuile of 
timber, confi ing bf three or fo rooms, 
and in one” they * Have an iron 8 which | 
is teridertd {5 Hof as W Ae 
fcithit wärinth tö the reſt, * th 
covered With boards: and the c vices. and 
chinks of the timbers art gra with clay, 8 
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Belo the hay af Gaſpey there is an 
iſland, called Ie Percdes on your approach 
to it, it has the appearance of the fragment 
of an old wall, being a ſteep rock of about 


and four in breadth, which the pilot-talg: 
us as reported formerly! to have joined 
Mont Yoli, which ſtands oppoſite: tor it upon 
the Continent. This rock hae in the 
| center of it an opening, in the furm of an 
arch (through which a ſmall ſchooner 
might paſs in full fail) ; from which cir- 
cumſtance, you will eaſily a it de- 
rives ity N * of. We Lare 15 51 
"4 
The ht obje that Ade 3 
tion bęfoxe you, enter the harbour of Q- 
bec, is the ifle of Orleans, 'aimoſt beæanti- 
ful large iſſand, ſituated in the: middle. oft: 
che riyer St; Laurence. I is frenleagues: = 
and a half long, and: two broad; in ithpi 
wideſt part, very high, with ſhores, ex- 


tremely ſteep. andewoody, though in ſome 


places, there is, a, gradual: deſcent. to the- 
rzver, and: where. that is. the caſe, it is en- 
6 | tirely 
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tirely free from woods, and upon theſe 
ſpots chere ary” JR: edge ade to "the | 
ſhore, * — 1 TTY | * | 


* 1 . * - — * 
* Mm 4 vo! * 4 - - 
& % * | 


ow. WE. 4 6 — i | 
The iſle itfelf is well cultivated; and the 


cye is continuallyj amuſed with large ſtone 
| houſes, corn fields, meadows,” paſtures and 


woods; witk the addition of ſeveral good- 
ſtone churches,” ſome of which Rand ſo 
cloſe "tor the river, and it being Sunday 
when uu paſſed en, Shae we" HARE" 
edge ne, ol oe: : 3 


** 


eee 1 
” 1 
i 


The river - St. Labbrviibe}? en you come 
to this iſland, is moſtly four or five leagues 
in breadth, but after you paſs it, ſuddenly 
narrows, ſo'as'to be no more than a mile 


broad at Quebec, and from which circum 
Annes ibn dic derives its name, from the 


Indian word Quebeio, or 'Quebec, which! 
— a ſtrait or [Og 1 ba 

randy e bre 

. Shortly After we had: paſſed this iſland;' 

and turned Point Levy, we entered the 

harbour, which has the appearance of a 

vi 2 large 


THROUGH AMERIC A. 43 


large bay, for Point Levy ftretches itſelf 
out towards the Iſle of Orleans, ſo as to 
hide the ſouth channel; and that iſland 
projects ſo as to conceal the north. 


On entrance, you. are ſtruck with the 
grandeur and confuſion and variety of ob- 
jects that preſent themſelves: fronting is 
the city; on the right js. the beautiful fall 
of Montmorency, and a view up the river 
St. Charles; on the left there is an exten - 
five view up the river St. Laurence, and - 
over the falls of Montmorency ; a delight- 
ful proſpect of ſeveral leagues round the 
country, interſperſed with the villages of 


Beauport, Charlebourg, &c. 2 particular 
account a Io I * give you in * 
next. . k 


"Jam in yours th." 
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JN my deſcription of this bk” you 
muſt riot e ae 7 rel: detall of 
diſtances, or 4 a deſcri tion of the 
country „büt a few g general obfe ervations, 48 
1 prot paſs through RR different 5 of 
it, which are deſerving. notice. 1 e 


? 


Tul city, the capital \ of” ON L rom 


_ the fingularity- of its ſituation, boats 0 


having that which no other iy in t 

known world poſſeſſes, a freſh water te: 
bour, an hundred and twenty leagues from 
the ſea, capable of containing an hundred 
ſhips of the line; it is built in the form of 


an amphitheatre, on the declivity of a penin- 
ſula, formed hy the rivers St. Laurence 


mg 5! St. Charles, and commands a proſpect 


over 
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over extonſive fields, which. —_— 4 
lively amt bc 50 f d 


This city ſuffered fo much Fol 6 the 
long ſiege, laſt. winter, that it will by no 
by that elegant yriter Mrs, Brookes; in her 
Emily Montague, for many heuſes were 
deſtroyed, for fuel, others to prevent har 
bouring tha enemy, and ſhot and - ſhells; 
continually defacing and burning. the reſt, 


you muſt eaſily imagine, greatly contribute, 
to W all —_ of regularity. 


The 4 is divided. into: two. PR diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the. upper and the. lower, 
which, during the,Gege, were ſeparated by 
a ſtrong ſtockadę, which proved exttemely 
fortunate for us, as the, enemy got into the 
lower. town, but not, being able too keep 
poſſeſſion, they ſet it on fire, and nearly | 


"ef the FROM 46 


There are two commutes (ber } 
lower to the upper town, the one for car- 


. 8. 
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85 riages, by a ſerpentine road up a very ſteep 
aſcent, and the other for foot paſſengers, 
up a flight of ſteps cut out of the rock. 


. 5 . 
WY — =. 17 & 1 


The carriage road to the upper town, 
a well as the ſtreets in general, are almoſt 
impaſſable for either man or beaſt, never 
having been paved ſinee the ſiege, when 
the pavement was entirely torn up. that 
the ſhells might bury themſelves in the 
ground before they -burſt, whereby they 
were rendered leſs — ma; 


6 4 - 
: * . 


The diſtreſſes of the fnhabitens in a 
beſieged town, at all times are very great: 
but here they were rendered particularly fo, 
from the extreme ſeverity of the weather, 
being deprived of fuel, and 'compelled to 
reſide in their cellars, as the only place 
that could N n ws leaſt _ 


The nn. s houſe ſtands upon art 
high eminence, and being bomb-proof, the 
family thought themſelves, in perfe& ſecu- 
: from its elevation too, it was ima- 
gined 
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gined to be out of the reach of cannon ſhot. 
One evening, however, they were rather 
unpleaſantly convinced of their error, by a 
ſhot paſſing through an adjoining room to 
that in which they were playing at cards; 
this threw them into no little confuſion, 
and obliged them to retire to that part of 
the houſe in which the other inkabitqnts 

were compelled to refide. | 


You may remember, ſome months before 
my departure from England, that Mr. 
W---, who is a bon vivant, jocularly re- 
marked, if we were confined: to any ſingle 
room, it ſhould be the cellar; he was then 
at the Governor's, enjoying his' favourite 
with, happy as good company and good 
wine could make him, the ſound of every 
cannon being the ſignal for a bumper. 


A Major who was here during the ſiege, 
expreſſed his aſtoniſhment to me that the 
place held out fo long, having an amazing 
leverity of weather, and numberleſs other 
difficulties to encounter; and that 3 its ſafety 

3 was 
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was efſtirely owing to, tie gfedt'eieHtibh 
of General Carleton, whe" contitiadity*en- Bf 
cotitaged"the inhabitants td Adil, for they | 


rib . ys 


The ſuburb of St. Punt ach 1 
deſtroyed, but that, as well as the lower 'Y 
town, is now rebuilding,” and when cm 
pleated, muſt add greatly to the beauty of 
the eityl There are ſeveral quays, and a 
convenient place for hezving down ſhips if 
to be repaired, called Cu de Sac, where the 2 


| King's ſhips lay” up "during the winter," to A 
prrſerve them from'daryet upon the freez= 4 
ing and breaking up of the ice, which is 


more ary thih you | can 2 * I | 
Soc in \projer ame, ey are cry mh 3 


damaged, and ſometimes totally loſt, by f 


the mn. lands "of Ice that Hoat do I 
the river. 1 


This eity is at preſent badly eG I 


dated as to taverns, there being but one iu 
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the uppet, and another in the lower town, 
both of them in the worſt ſtate imaginable ; 
for although they provide good dinners, 
the reſt of the accommodations are ſuch as 
would diſgrace the meaneſt public-houſe in 
London. No attendance whatever from 
ſervants; no ſeparate apartments, and fifteen 
or twenty people are obliged to ſleep in one 
room, about a yard apart from each other : 
uſually deprived of natural reſt in ſuch vile 
dormitories, one ſcarcely feels refreſhed the 
whole day; and let me aſſure you, ſince I 
have been here, I have not enjoyed a good 
' night's repoſe, from the ſonorous muſic I 
am ſurrounded with, arifing from that na- 
tural and almoſt univerſal wind inſtrument, 
the noſe. The owners of theſe taverns, 
imagine, if they give good dinners and 
good wine, they perform wonders. This, 
however, may be ſaid in their favour, as to 
accommodation, that this city has been for 
many months paſt in a very deranged ſtate, 
owing to the late ſiege. 7 
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The Canadians of the higher claſs are 
very polite and attentive to ſtrangers; a 
few days ſince, I was invited to dine with 
one of the principal merchants, chez Mon- 
fieur Roberdeau ; the dinner was entirely 
after the French faſhion, and diſplayed with 
much taſte, but ſuch was the perverſeneſs 
of my Engliſh ſtomach, that it could not 
reliſh one of their made difhes ; and al- 
though I endeavoured to eat, out of com- 
pliment, the maſter of the houſe perceived 
I did not do it with any guſto; he then 
ſaid, 4b! Monſieur, vous ne faites qu ar- 
river dans ce pays; quand vous aurez ett, 

avec nous un certain tems, vous aimerez beau- 
coup notre cuifine. Je ſuis bien fachs que 
dans ce moment il ne Wo trouve rien d votre 
gout, mais quand vous me ferez I honneur dle 

venir une autrefots chez moi, aurai ſoin 
d avoir du ROAST BEEF ef du PLUMB 
PUDDING que les Anglois aiment tant. When 
the deſert came, which was before the 
cloth was removed, I made amends for my 
not being able to cat at dinner, which the 
4 CL ; ter ; 


THROUGH AMERICA. 51 


maſter of the houſe obſerving, faid, 4b ! 
Monfieur, ce n'eſt pas que vous ne vous ſou- 
ciez pas des viandet, mais c eſ que vous etes 
un peu comme les enfant, vous aimez let fri- 
andiſes ; when, fearful leſt I ſhould be diſ- 
pleaſed at his raillery, with a politeneſs 
truly French, he filled his glaſs, and added, 
Allons, Monſieur, verſes et vive le Roi q An- 
gleterre. 


Fearful of loſing the opportunity that 
now preſents itſelf of conveying this: to 
England, I have but juſt time to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, 


Yours, &c. 


E 2 LE 1. 
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LETTER VI. 


Nuebec, en. 177. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


be HE haſty conclufion I was obliged to 
put to my laſt, having prevented me 
from entering ſo fully into the deſcription 
of this city as I had intended, I now tranſ- 
mit to you ſome further particulars rela- 
tive to its ſiege, and the religion of its 1 in- 
habitants. 


The cauſeway by which General Mont- 
gomery made his attack, is not more than , 
, twenty-four feet wide; on one fide is a 
lofty perpendicular rock, and on the other 
a ſteep precipice, without any fence, down 
to the river; this cauſeway was defended 
by two ſtrong barriers, and were I induced 
to give an opinion, nothing but a deſperate 
effort could juſtify the attack. The event 
fatally proved it; for upon the advance 

| he 
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of the enemy, the firſt barrier was aban- 
doned, which, after they had broke down, 
fluſhed with ſucceſs, and the hopes of 
eafily gaining the upper town, they ruſhed 
on (with an intrepidity that might expect 
every thing from their yalor) to the ſecond 
barrier, where two pieces of cannon were 
concealed, and upon their approach were 
immediately fired, when great numbers of 
them were killed and wounded, and in 
their retreat many fell down the precipice; 
this defeat greatly contributed to put an 
end to the fiege, the termination of which 
had nearly been fruſtrated, by the eager 
impetuoſity of the ſailors, who were poſted 
with thoſe guns, as they could ſcarcely be 
reſtrained from firing them when the enemy 
attacked the firſt barrier, which, if they 
had done, the ſlaughter would not have 
been ſo great, nor the enemy perhaps have 
loſt their brave Commander. But by the 
threats of the officers upon duty at- that 
poſt, the guns were not fired till the enemy 
were within a few yards of them; and as 
they advanced abreaſt, as many as the 

| * cauſeway 
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cauſeway would admit of, you may eaſily 
conceive what havoc there muſt have been 
amongſt them. 

In this daring enterprize fell a man, Who 
lived long enough to eſtabliſh a reputation, 
Duod nec Jovis ira nec ignis, 
Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuſtas, | 

as no doubt it will be handed down by' the 
Americans to the lateſt ages. He died too 
ſoon for the ſupport of that unnatural faction, 
to which, from miſtaken principles, he was 
deeply attached ; and being a man worthy 
of ſome-notice, you ſhall know the little 
hiſtory I have been able to collect of him. 


In the laſt war he was an officer in our 
ſervice, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſeveral 
inſtances. At the peace he came over to 
this country, and married an American 
lady, where by his conduct and agreeable 
manners, he was reſpected as much as if 
he had been a native; and being, from his 
marriage and long reſidence in the country, 
confidered as a man fit to be truſted with a 
1 command, 
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command, he; was appointed Brigadier 
General by the Congreſs;; this commillion 
he wiſhed to decline, feeling a 'compunc- 
tion, as a native of, Great Britain, and once 
in the King's. ſervice, to bear arms againſt 
his Sovereign. His wayering 1 inclination 
was unfortunately | ſubdued, by the over- 
perſuaſion of a fond wife, whom he loved 
moſt affectionately, and the importunate 
ſolicitation of his relations and friends. 
When he had taken a decided part, his 
conduct fully correſponded with the high 
opinion that had been formed of his abi- 
lities and fidelity. No one who lived o 
ſhort a time in their employ, could render 
them. more important. ſervices, or do their 
cauſe more honor. 


- 422 PR = 


| When he had bes [5 BSE to vice 
the happineſs he enjoyed 1 in private life, 
and enter into the ſervice of the Congreſs, 
he was then abſolved from al views ad- 
verſe to their party (of Which he had * 
ſuſpected) and conſidered as a man w 
took a part in the cauſe from conſcience pig 
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„ principle. 
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principle. In this licht be was viewed 
While living, and ſpoken of when dead.” He 
had the ſingular felicity of being equally | 
eſteemed by the friends and foes of 
y he eſpouſed; the latter acknow led 
is worth, though they reprobated ths 
cauſe in which he fell. To the praiſe of 
General Carleton, his remains were, by 
the General's order, interred with = __ | 
wy honors. | 


Very e after this n e 
American ſoldier, in attempting to ly out 
of his batteaux at Wolfe's Cove, fell into 
the water, and catching hold of a flake of 
ice that was floating down the river, he 
got upon it, and was carried down the 
ſtream. As he paſſed Quebec cloſe to the 
ſhore, he was'ſeen by a centinel, who ob- | 
ſerving a man in diſtreſs, called out fot 
help, when numbers flew to his aſſiſtance; - 
and found him motidnleſs ; by the help of | 
ſpirituous liquors, with fome difficulty th 
brought him to life for a moment, and ju 
ene ſpeeth EM to tell them, that 


IP 
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jo, be infancy ape. . > wrrgt 
_ 15 
A fron dw 2 ah 
was once poſſeſſed. of a beautiful garden, 
but this, as well as their chapel, with the 
images and other ornaments of their re- 
ligion, are greatly injured. The enemy, 
after taking poſſeſſion of the Convent, 
converted it into an hoſpital, and com- 
pelled the nuns to attend upon their ſick 
and wounded; and what was {till more 
perſecuting to their religion than to their 
wiſhes, ſeveral of the nunt, aftar they 
had abandoned it, proved capable, in ſome 
meaſute, of making up for che ravages 
of war, by producing vchat may in future 
become dn be Arden e chic . 
R es aodom ode edge 
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Theis 1 churches — 
but thoſe in the upper are the moſt mag 
nificent, and have ſuſtained the: leaſt da- 
mage. The largeſt of cheſe churches, and 
what may be termed-the cathedral, has no- 

107 | 5 thing | 
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thing 'worthy of notice; except à hand- 
ſome ſteeple; it is entirely roofed with 
ſlate, and is the only building 1 obſerved 
that has this advantage, they being all 
covered with ſhingles. | It is much orna- 
mented in the inſide; the gallery is bold, 
light, and well wrought, ſurrounded with 
an iron balluſtrade, painted and gilt, of 
curious workmanſhip; one thing, however, 
appears very ſingular, that the pulpit is 
likewiſe gilt, and ſeems to have had more 
labor beſtowed upon, than it is ever likely 
to have wilbm it; there are three altars 
handſomely deſigned, and ſome good pic- 
tures ; it is without any dome or cupola, 
having only a flat cieling, very curiouſly 
ornamented; it is not, as in, moſt Cathe- 
drals, paved with ſtone, . but floored: with 
planks, which makes this church the- -more 
ſupportable in winter; in others you are. 
generally ſtarved to death with cold. After 
the Romiſh ſervice is over, on a Sunday, 

the Governor, with the officers and ſoldiers 
af the garriſon, and the Proteſtant inbabi- 
Hants. __ the city, reſort. thither, to their . 


worſhip, 
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worſhip. ' This little circumſtance I men- 
tion to you, as the paſſing of the Quebec 
bill made ſuch a noiſe in England, clearly 
to ſhew there is no animoſity among the 
inhabitants, on the ſcore of religion. 
Where the Canadians, "who conſtitute the 
principal part of the inhabitants of this 
province, did not interfere with our re- 
ligion, I cannot but think it was a very 
neceſſary and politic ſtep in Government 
to tolerate theirs; as at the time the bill 
paſſed, it was judged proper to make this 
ſacrifice to them, in order to gain their 
affections, which ſeemed to be wavering, 
whether they ſhould not join the _ 


provinces in rebellion ma * wſ 


For my own part I am led N 
from the converſation I have had with ſe- 
veral of the principal inhabitants, they 
never were in the leaſt apprehenſive of their 
religion being ſuppreſſed, but that idea 


was inſtilled into their minds by ſome _ 


party at home, who, I am ſorry to obſerve, 
3 rh | 36 ba. Fs 
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- are more dangerous than any eneeny Hens 
A Aa b 6 61 


With al the advantages of the laws of 
our conſtitution, the toleration of their re- 
ligion, and the bleſſings of liberty, the Ca- 

nadians are by no means well affected to 


- — ve 
the French; and, I am confident, would 
«fiſt the Americans, had we not ſuch a 


3 force in this Province. 49 


e Amen ae i 
habitants at Montreal, are ſtaunch to the 
intereſts of Government; for their fidelity 
and courage have been proved. Upon the 
commencement of the fiege, the General 
ordered every one out of the city, that he 
could entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion of, none 
of e ines. apds their "pay 
angels 2. | 


The, army is now returning from the 
Lakes and at preſent the garriſon conſiſts 
of 
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of Colonel Maclean's regiment, and the 
recruits lately arrived from England ; the 
34th regiment is daily expected, as the 
army is getting into winter quarters. Ge- 
neral Carleton and General Burgoyne are 
both here, the latter of whom fails for 
England in a few days. 


My friend Captain W—n, who is em- 
barking for that country where my fondeſt, 
wiſhes are placed, will deliver you this: 
he has juſt called upon me for my letters. 
I muſt therefore conclude. You ſhall hear 
from me by the lateſt ſhip that fails. | 


46 * a Yours, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER VIII. 
Quebec, Nov. 4th, 1776. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ISITING two or three-of the wil 

lages round this city, has enabled me 
to give you ſome little deſcription of the 
country and its inhabitants. 


About Charlebourg and Dainpert ii > 
rather champaign, but becomes more 
towards Lorette. The farm houſes: in- 
terſperſed about the country are very nu- 
merous, and being generally whitened on 
the outſide, form a neat and pictureſque 
appearance : their houſes moſtly conſiſt of 
one floor, very few having a ſtory to them, 
which gives riſe to the idea, that the Ca- 


nadians will rell a ſtory well, though they 


never make one. 


You would be pleaſed to find them ex- 
tremely neat in their houſes, very attentive |, 


/ 


j . | 1 
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to their cattle, and careful of the ſtock on 
their farms. They are at preſent employed 
in cutting and getting in wood for the 
winter, for themſelves and the market, for 
though it is fo early, there has been a ſe- 
vere fall of ſnow ; wood - cutting continues 
all this month, and in December, when 
the winter is ſet in, it is carried into the 
city upon fleighs over the. ſnow, being a 
much eaſier conveyance than with carts, as 

the roads are ſo intolerably bad. | 


The Canadians in general are a-ſwarthy 
people, and low in ſtature; their dreſs con- 
fiſts of a kind of jacket, and when the 
weather is cold, a blanket coat; which 
they faſten round them with a worſted 
ſaſh. They moſtly wear a woollen cap, 
but in the cold weather a fur one, and 
have amazing. long queues, of which they 
are exceedingly proud. They are ſeldom 
or ever found without a pipe in their 
mouths, a habit which they acquire in their 
very infancy. IT was much ſurprized upon 
going into one of their houſes, in which 
- there 
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_ 'there was a large family, moſtly boys, to 
find, that from the youngeſt up to the fa- 
ther, they all ſmoaked; nay, one of three 
years old had a pipe in his mouth. Their 


uſual mode of living being chiefly milk and 


vegetables, which, joined to the number 
of the faſt days impoſed on them by their 
religion, renders them a very meagre and 
n * pela ha 
1 he women are ——_— lively, good- 

natured, and obliging, and very neat in 
their perſons, but have not the leaſt pre- 
tenſion to beauty. The men are far from 
-agreeable, for ſince they have enjoyed the 
bleſſings of an Engliſh Government, they 
are become inſolent and overbearing, eaſily 
offended, and when they fancy themſelves 
ſo, their cry is, Je vais Ie dire au General 
Carleton ; and the General is of that good- 

natured, affable diſpoſition, that he always 
liſtens to their complaints, and is conti- 
-nually plagued and tormented with ſome 
of the moſt trivial nature, by theſe trouble- 


eme and tenacious people, for they con- 
8 | 5 ceĩve 
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ceive theiri-Goverrive le bond to hea? + 

chem, eſpecially their Sejtnewrs, vr Lords 
of the-yillage x it is a title you have not 
among yν but 1 aſſure you, thoſe who 
e 
and aſſume more 
thn the fr ee in gland: | 


A et aa tas 
officers and gentlemen who firſt ſettled, and 
had grants in this province, when Canada 
was only a vaſt-foreſt ; who, not being pro- 
per perſons: to. cultivate. it themſelves, nor 
Poliedſed of a ſufficient fund to pay la- 


bourers, let out the gigunds at-a very ſlen- ; 


der quit rent; ſo that with tho fins, vehich 
were here very ſmall, and What is called | 
the Droit du Moulin, & Metairie, a lord- 
ſhip, which conſiſts of two leagues" in 
front, and an unlimited depth, can yield 
theta no 1 CG 
their induſtry' has bean W til 
the owner himſelf j notwithſtanding which 
r 
vas: &. EP | 


140 Theſe Indians; wks: Bn 


| "he upon enquiry, appears. to be 4 copy 


* 
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as they are deſcended from antient-nobility,_ 


in France, the fort fathers of whom, were 
permitted by Louis XIV. to exettiſe com 
merce as wel by ſea ds land, without que: 
tion, interruption; or derogating from then 
quality and rights; and to vou, hu s 


well know the French, L need not ay in 
what manner any one deſcended from no- 
| bility conducts: himſelf, and the Baur he 
N . one Se nas bas em, 


2013 l 020678 DAL. 

Ns =O 8 FEE this city 10 4 
ee eee ſmall vile __ 
lage called Indian Lorette: they are quite 
eivilized,” have a church, go regularly to 
maſs, and are extremely eee, 


. Ad N 9730, S190 


ſu 1. vo E 2 


a 
of the Romiſh perſuaſion, have a chapel 


built nearly on the model, nat the , 
dimenpons as that I have, herd yon relate 
vod met with in Italy, of Ge Lagſa. and; | 
4s in that; have an image ef the Virgids 


ol —_— of 


$3 
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of that.very ſtatue. Whiether it was che 
effect of imaſyination,; devotion, or of any 
other cauſe, I cannot ſay, but upon at- 
tending the chapel, I was: ſeinedd with an 
inward and ered) terror, of Which I n 
no account. The ſolid piety of ths]. 
Indians, (whom we ate taught to believe 
ſo naturally. ferocious, as no edification, re 
ligious or moral, can overcome) added to 
the gloomy horror of the ſituation, made 
a violent impreſſion upon me, | which be- 
came the more ſtrong. upon obſerving te 
beer n which hey ee 
their ee act br o10gu 


The” . bl 2 Ks 5 or 
dogs with them, which ſeem to be the 
only domeſtic animal they breed 3 they are 
| trained up for hunting, and are equal to 
any hounds ;/ appearing to be all of on 
ſpecies, having upright cars, of ar 
brindled color, wih a long ſnout, lite cher 
of a wolf. None of our Engliſh dogs aro. 
more remarkable for their . hien g., 

10" F. 2 19 rather 


. 
8 
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rather to be wenddtell dt,, being; but very 
itt fed, and * N Ns 10 10 
.o „e 70 
Aae — BY Ha date: by 
return to England, I ſhall meet with many 
ladians of different hations, ciftorns' andy 
manners, give me leave to make'a fe fei 
flections upon theſe 5 . e they are! 
e eee e 70 2: gil . 


abita fn 20 W non vinouls ys 
An "og. to qr: their origin 
and antiquity is quite uncer tai; the only 
matter, therefore, ib be conſidered is; whe-! 
ther theſe. untutored nations are re o: 
leſs happy than us? Whether they, Who 
are in the condition of inan left to" ere 
animal inſtindb paſſing their Ives in hunt? 
ing, Feeding, producing their ſpecies, and 
5 repofing themſelves, do not paſs a life of 
F 
every luxury of life; and vary our indulge | 
D AAP: x a hog ni Ag” Fig 


" 978 7 iy @ - "0. . 


ws A ee aint difpeitions, that 


Ms! look For the means of happineſs. 
TT Whale 


* 


of futurity, and the bopes of enjdyitzg 
every bleffifg that is attendant on it: The 


ſavage. never is in want he lays im no 
ſtores, berauſe the earth and waters are re- 


ſervoits to ſupply them. Piſh arid game 
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Wnetein then dove it conſi Preſtdt ſub- 
-fiſtence; ind (which I think were wan be 
none ſo hardened as not to have) 2 = 


- 


no houſe: to ſecure him from the incle- | 


mency of the external air, or commodious 
fire places, his furs anfivering” all theſe. - 


benefit; he fleeps when he is weary; and 
is a ſtranger to reſtleſs nights. Little does 
he experience wearineſs that ariſes from 
unſatisfied” deſires, or that uneaſineſs bf 


mind which ſprings from prejudice or 


vanity. As far as I can perceive; che In- 


dian of e e 5 


ited ha” e. 


1 W. 


1 Ger ire 


wholeſome" and dezente, dür cloaths may 
N 2 P * 0 


purpoſes. His abour' is but for His own - 
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be. ſofter, and our -habitations ſecure''ns 
better againſt the weather; but then ob- 
- ſerve the common people, who-are the ſup- | 
port of civil ſoeiety the number of men 
. who in all ſtates bear the burthen of labor; 
can they be ſaid to be happy, who, by the 
luxury and police of their governments, 

are reduced to a ſtate of ſervitude? And 
to what outrages are thoſe in a higher 
- ſphere expaſed to? If you are poſſeſſed of 
any property, you know not | how far it 
may be called your on, but muſt, in all 
probability, divide the produce between the 
lawyer, in teaching you how to preſerve it, 
and the collector, who comes to levy un- 
Limited taxes. If you have no property, 
how can you be aſſured of a permanent 
ſubſiſtence ? What induſtry or invention 
is ſecure againſt the viciſſitudes of fortune, 
or the encroachment of others 7? 


In the foreſts of America, if there is any 
ſcarcity in the north, the ſavages bend their 
courſe to the ſouth; but in our civiliged 
ſtates, we are Se within certain li- 

mits, 
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mits, where if famine, or war; or peſtilence, 
with all their. concomitant . n 
befal da, .nll-mquit enn 


It. emma is apparent: wo Sen one,. 
that injuſtice prevails in the partial diſ- 
tribution of fortunes and ſtations, which 
muſt be the effect and the cauſe of oppreſ- 
Gon. In yain-does cuſtom, prejudice,. ig- 
norance, or hard labor, ſtupify thoſe of 
the lower claſs, ſo as to render them in- 
ſenſible of their degradation; it is not in 
the power of religion or morality to hin- 
der them from ſeeing and feeling the ar- 
.rangements of policy, in the diſttibution 
of what we call good and evil; and, no 
doubt, you muſt haye often heard a poor 
man expoſtulating with heaven, What 
have I done, that I ſhould deſerve to be 
born in ſuch an det and dependent 
ſituation ? 


1 The —— we prefer our condition to 
that of the ſavages is, becauſe civilization 
cs incapable of bearing ſome 
F 4 natural 
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natural hardſhips, Wlich bey enn ualseig 
and ſimply that we are attached to Tome 
indulgence cuſtom has made neceſſary to 
us. As a proof of this aſſertion, and ho] 
a eivilized man may habituate himſelf to 
the ſociety of ſavages, and return to this 
ſtate of nature, let me relate the ſituation 
of a Scotchman, who was caſt away upon 
the Iſland of Fernandes, where he lived 
alone; his only enjoyments conſiſted in 
ſupplying his wants, and to ſuch a pitch 
had his ideas of happineſs raiſed themſelves, 
that he forgot his country, his language, 
his name, and even the articulation - of 
words. And after 2 banifhment of four 
years, from the burthens of ſocial life, he 
| had loſt all thought of the paſt, e 
for the nn OT: 2 


One of -the firſt cathy we  imbibe, 
one of the firſt inſtincts of man, is a con- 
ſciouſneſs of independence and no doubt 
but you muſt have ohſerved, that che man 
who poſſeſſes a competent ſubſiſtence is 


? ene * N than the rich mah. 
ve 


/ 
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who is reſtrained by prejudices and faſhions; 
which inceſſantly are reminding him of the 
loſs of his liberty, and which too fre- 
quently are the . of the ane 
fatal act of ſuicidde. il | 


Nn Said 9 
that of children, the queſtion may eaſily 
be decided, which has been ſo warmly in 
debate among the moſt learned men, © whe- 
ther the ſtate of nature has the advantage 
over that of ſocial life? And you, no 
Joubt, will readily. allow, that your ſtate 


o ; 


of childhood, notwithſtanding the reſtraint 


of education, was the happieſt. period of 
your life. Nothing ſurely can more clearly | 
indicate the that children feel, 


———— 8 


maſter's rd. tn al 
Abita ea 
this great queſtion. Let us aſk the civid- 

ized man if he is. happy and the fayage 
whotlur hoe — If they both 


anſwer 
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anſwer in ene, there is an end of 
the e ncht it ee YM Conroy 
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civilized nations. And the more. painful 
the reflection, as it awakens the feelings 
to the cauſc of their ſufferings; no doubt 
but they will, one time or other, be ent 
vinced from whenee, it einn the 
fects of Are poland con tianions ng. 

from the capriciouſneſs of their law, 
which ever are in continual; oppoſition t 
the laws of nature. But for fear you think | 
I am growing too ſententious, I ſhall rey 
e en pee eee, 

gh 552 eib 

The woods. of Canada abound. within 
Hogd kind of rabbits, whick are ofa brows 
color in the ſummer, and turn White in 
the winter, one of the effects of the ex- 
treme cold ar ſnow that prevails- in this 
elimate; we found like wiſe vaſt ꝗquantiis 
f partridges, much larger than ours, which 
the Canadians call pheaſants : here ae 
T9wW hors twW o 
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the meat of the former is very delicious, 
to thoſe who are fond of the flavor of the 
ſpruce. The market at this place is well 
ſupplied with all kind of proviſion, iſh 
ns vegetables in | abundance. 


The place beſt gte to e the la- 
bours of the huſbandman, are pointed out 
to him by the ſpontaneous productions of 
nature; where the pine, the fir- tree, and 
the cedar grow ſolitarily, there he finds 
only watry and ſandy grounds: but where- 
ever the ſoil is covered with maple, oak, | 
beech, yoke, elm, hickory, and ſmall cherry- 
trees, there he is certain to meet with a 
reward for his trouble of clearing away the 
woods, and may expect a great increaſe, 
without the difficulty of manuring. D 


Being informed that the pacqier fails 
this afternoon, and having ſeveral other 
letters to write, a further account” of this 
meh ; and 

QIOLOOT.'IQ teen 
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in hopes you will pardon my braking uf 
fo abruptly, «ies. dee wa nal | 
e Tann 


| LETTER IX. 
83 NI. 
* * ne Mee 5th . 


Tu) . TS ITEF 


* 
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MY DEAR FRIEND, "0 


Q2L1czD ten 
haſtily, I -ſball reſume: my obſerva- 


tions on this ne rr 
logy. g 25 HAS Tin vo 


Moſt of the plantations in Canada are 
ſufficient to ſupply the wants of their re- 
ſpective owners, and there are few of them 
that do not yield rye, maize, barley, flax, 

* tobacco, pulſe and pot-herbs, in 


great 


. 


. . ö 2 
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great abundance, and. thoſe of an 1 
quality. .; (t 5. + Dante ff 17 

It is capable of maryland eb 
* a trade with the Weſt Indies, which 
was wholly neglected, whilſt this province 
was under the French Government; but 
ſince in our poſſeſſion, great quantities of 
flour, planks, and timber, proper for build 
ing, have been exported to them: and as 
there is, perhaps; no country in the whole 
world which produces more ſorts of wood, 
or of a better quality, you may eaſily 
judge what immenſe riches may be drawn 


from . it Os e beer = 
woods. 


I Yu not 1 giving you-an-ac- 
count of the extenſive foreſts of Canada, 
will afford you any entertainment; but 
when I inform you that they have the ap- 
pearance of being as ancient as the world 
itſelf, and were never-planted by the hand 
of man, I think you will find ſome amuſe- 
ment in the deſcription of them. 


* on 
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Ounnackans adminiſter in caſes of the dyſem- 


tine, art heavier, and do not grow to Sack = 
a thickneſs; but vchere they ſloutiſh, the 
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On my firftarvioal unis eee, Ice 


ſtruck with the loftineſs of the pines fry 


trevs, andcedars, which are of 4 ſize par- 
fealyaftoniſhing. There are two forts of 


extfrethities a kind of muſhroom, which the 


teryl The red pines contain more tutpem· 


R 70 
bf 
There are — 0 aff an trees 


which riſe to a great height, are excellentiy 
calculated for maſts, as n as oy ſort | 


r as WII or ο Ls 


Tr. 109 


S 3 ane hl | 
white and red, the former of which graws 


the thickeft, and the odour is in its leaves; 


whereas, in the latter, the odour is in the 


wood, and far more agreeable. . Of theſe 
trees the. Canadians make palings, but 


moſtly 


pine, both of them yielding tuirpentine. 
The white pines produce, on their upper 


* 
's 


fHA6OGR AMERICA, 79 


moſtly ſhingles for covering their * 
from its extreme lightneſs. 


All over Canada are two ſorts of oak; 
the white: grows in low b n 
eee ia gifs d 
al Gave zd D Nin Bout 
Thete are three forts. of al the | 
hard, the ſuft, and another with a thin bark: - 
The hard ſort bear a ſmall not; very good 
to eat, but apt to oceaſion coſtiveneſs, the 
wood of which is only fit to burn. The 
tender bears a large fruit, with a hard ſhell, 
the kernels of which are excellent : the 
woot: of this tree is ſingularly curious, 
being almoſt incorruptible in water or in 
the ground, and difficult to conſume in the 
fire: of this wood the Canadians make 
their coffins.” The third ſort produces a 
nut which is exceedingly bitter, but yields 
an excellent oil, uſed by 2 — 
n lamps. 10.2. Of | $1 


Beech nad glinicaihe ke id abs 
dance; and in the thickeſt woods are 
ME: | found 
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e oY oy cherry and — 


trees. 801 will 245 3&3 Ti 45 $0 


There are an infinite number of -othbrs, 
but as L am no Botaniſt, you will pardon 
my giving an account of what is here in 
ſuch variety, that perſons who have taken 
the moſt unremitting pains to diſcover 
'  - them, have not been capable of deſcribing 

half their number; 1 ſhall conclude this 
heavy detail of trees, with that of the 
maple, l boaſts. aſd Fa excellent 
pt |; Vo bann 

eee eee ee 
« liquor which is cool and refreſhing, with 
an agreeable flavor. The Canadians make 
a a ſugar of it, à very good pectoral, and 
aſed for coughs. There are many trees - 
that yield a liquor they can corſvert into 
ſugar, but none in ſuch abundance as the 
maple. You will, no doubt, be ſurprized 
to find, in Canada, what Virgil predicted 
of the Golden Age, Ee dure wn. 
1 51 
D | - ad 
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The ſtock of che farming part of the 
inhabitants in this province, conſiſts genes 
rally of about a ſcore or two. of ſheep, ten 
or twelve cows, and five or fix oxen for the 
plough ; the cattle are ſmall but excellent, 
and the people, ſince they have been under 
the Engliſh Government, live in a degree 
of eaſe. and happineſs unknown to the 
country people in England, and are, now 
improving their farms and enriching them- _ 
ſelves very. faſt, Before the commence- 
ment of the war, they uſed to export vaſt 
quantities of wheat and all ſorts of grain, 
to the other provinces and the Weſt India 
iſlands ; but when under the French, Go- 
vernment, they were ſo oppreſſed by their 
Sergneurs, that they never raiſed more grain 
than would ſerve themſelves and the ſtock 


on their farms ; whenever they did, it was 755 


generally claimed by the Seigneurs for the 
uſe of Government. The Canadians were 
at that time a very indolent ſet of people: 
now they reap the ſweets er, _ 
n e 


vor. l. 8 t went 
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vent yeſterday to view the Fall of 
Montmorency, which is really beautiful. 
The breadth of it is not above ten or 
twelve yards, and its perpendicular height 
one hundred and twenty feet; by the vio- 
lent fall · of ſuch an immenſe body of water, 
there is always a thick fog of vapors, 
which occaſions a continual rain, for ſome 
diſtance round the bottom. Anxious to 
examine it as minutely as poſſible, I ap- 
proached within twelve yards of the Fall, 
when a ſudden guſt of wind blew ſuch a 
thick fog off the ſpray, that in leſs than. a 
minute I was as wet as if I had walked half 
an hour in a heavy ſhower, which, how- 
ever, did not prevent my endeavouring to 
ſatisfy my curioſtty, for I perſevered, in 
hopes of accompliſhing my wiſh, which; 
like many of our ardent purſuits, did not 
bring me that recompence I had flattered 
myſelf it would; for having obtained the 
purport of my intention, inſtead” of the 
beautiful appearance I had pictured to my 
imagination, to be diſcerned between the 
rock and the immenſe body of water that 
8 Y 4 by 7H was 
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was falling from ſuch a prodigious height, 
I found myſelf enveloped in a very thick 
fog of ſpray, ſcarcely able to ſee my hand 
when extended, and where, in all proba- 
bility, if J had continued five minutes, and 
the wind changed, I was in danger of being 
drowned. The noiſe occaſioned by the fall 

was ſo great, that an officer who was with 
me was obliged to ſpeak as loud as he could, 
to make me underſtand any thing he faid. 
[t is ſometimes heard at Quebec, which is 
two leagues diſtant to the ſouthward, and 
when that is the caſe, it is the ſign of an 
approaching ſtrong north-eaſt wind. 


One thing remarkable is, that this plen-= 


tiful fall of water, which never dries up, 
one would imagine, muſt proceed from ſome 


fine river: but it is quite the reverſe, it 


being only a puny ſtream, which in ſome 
places is ſcarcely ſufficient to cover the 
ankle ; it flows, however, conſtantly, and 
derives its ſource from a pleaſant lake, 


twelve leagues diſtant from the Falls. 


G 2 I have 
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I have viſited the plains of Abraham, to 
ſee the remains of the enemy's encamp- 
ment, and could not help contraſting thoſe 
who had ſo lately abandoned that place, 
with the poſſeſſors of it when the brave 
Wolfe fell! Nor was it poſſible to ſuppreſs 
a ſigh, to the memory of that gallant officer, 
who, at ſo early a period in life, had ac- 
quired the eſteem and admiration of all 
mankind. While in the very arms of death, 
he added Dory and SR to the Britiſh 


empire. 


Nor could I help lamenting, at the ſame 
time, the fate of an officer of conſiderable 
merit, though an enemy, the brave Mont- 
gomery, who commanded the troops that 
had ſo lately abandoned this encampment, 
and of whom I have already. ſpoken: he 
poſſeſſed all the fire of military ardor, 
ruſhed with ' impatience in the front of 
every danger, and met his death, een at 
the cannon's mouth,” where he unfortu- 
nately fell a ſacrifice to miſtaken principles, 
unnatural rebellion, and the ambitious 
views 
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views of a few deſigning men.—His cou- 
rage and death would have done honour to 
a oP cauſe. 1 


The bene in this city afe min * 
parations for the winter, and you would 


think it impoſſible they could conſume the 
amazing rafts of timber that are already 

floated down the river; but I am informed 
they are a very inconſiderable part of what 
are expected. It is not in the leaſt ſar- 
prizing they were obliged" to pull down 
houſes for fuel laſt winter, during the 2 


R muſt form a terrible 12 of 
the intenſe cold of this country, 'from the 
preparations the Canadians take to guard 
againſt it; for the inhabitants are paſting 
paper round their windows and every 
crevice where they imagine the leaſt 9 
will e = hos 

, M$ 

Inſtead of e hopials aſe of 
iron ſtoves, which muſt be extremely un2. 
healthy ; a few days fince I went into a 

G 3 room 
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room when tire ahateiien in one of 


them, and had not been there above fiye 

minutes, when I was ſeized with a moſt 
intolerable head-ach, which I can only 
attribute to the ſulphureous air that pro- 
ceeds from theſe ſtoves; and, for my own 
part, imagine they are the occaſion of the 


Canadians having ſuch fallow complexions; 


but cuſtom, which in ſome meaſure over - 


comes all prejudices, will no doubt con- 


. 3. 0 ˖ 


The ſbips [Rage preparing 0 Gl fs . 


| England, 1 the river ſhould freeze up: 


ee upon the | 
ramparts, to ſee the Apollo frigate drop 
down, in which General Burgoyne fails for 
England; who, I am perſuaded, has the 
ſincere and ardent wiſhes of all ranks in the 


army, for his ſafety and happy arrival. The 


General joins to the dignity of office, and 


ſtrict attention to military diſcipline, that 
conſideration, humanity, and mildneſs of 
manners, which muſt ever endear him to 


a. 
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all who have the happineſs to be under his 
command; for my own part, I ſhall .pray 
with Shakeſpear, ** that the winds of all the 
corners may kiſs the fails, and make his 
veſſel proſperous.” | 


I remained on the ramparts to 8 
laſt look of the Apollo who, with a ſteady 
and favourable breeze, failed magnificently 
down the river, and was ſoon oat of fight. 
You cannot gueſs how it affected me thall 
I confeſs that more than ance I withed-my-+ 
ſelf on board her: it was ſuch a fight as 
muſt awaken the mind to all its natural 

too much of country and . this 
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* weeks, which for a young ſoldier is & 
pretty good initiation into the toils of hib 
polio I ao Brett"; Jn 
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As we conld not ane many aevi 
1 the ſeverity of the weather} 
bad roads, and the ſhortneſs of the days, 1 
am enabled to give you ſome little deſcrip- 
tion of hen; Hl between this city and 


Dick Shes bathe river are very well 
ſettled, which affords a pleaſing proſpect. 
The farms moſtly lie cloſe to the water- 


fide, and at ſome diſtances from cach other, 
<4 2 xl k JL o 
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ſo that each farmer has his poſſeſſions en- 
tirely diſtinct from thoſe of his neighbour's. 
But had an edict, which was paſſed in the 
year 1745, when this province was under 
the French Government, been obſerved, it 
would have been one continued ſtreet from 
Quebec to this place, as it forbade the 
Canadians from extending their plantations 
more than an acre and a half in front, and 
thirty or forty yards in depth by which 
means indolent heirs would not have 
waited for the inheritance of their fathers, 
as they would have been under che neceſ⸗ 
ſity of ſorming new plantations, and ſuch 
vaſt ſpaces of Wood would 3 wy 
ſeparated them from ech other. 
lbs Keen 

But: whether chan: —— 5a = 
poſſeſſed proceeded from nature, or the 
rigor. of their Government, they ſeem now 
to have entirely loſt it, and are become 
places, they were clearing away the woods 
to form new PR anti, 3096. 
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Moſt of the farm | houſes are built of 
ſtone, conſiſting of three or four rooms, 
which are heated with a ſtove, nearly upon 
the ſame conſtruction as thoſe I deſcribed 
to.you. Some of them have orchards an- 
nexed, though in general they are without 
ſach an accommodation, but all bave ex- 


3 good Rog ings 


ivory hut ode wind 
with a kind' of little village, confiſting of 
the parſonage, the auberge, tle ſchool for 
boys and girls, and a few houſes belonging 
| to tradeſmen, "thoſe hut few-indeed, and 0 
thinly ſcattered, that ir ſcaroely giveb you | 
the idea of a village. Trade is confidered 
by any deſcendant of the nobleſſe a diſgrace, 
yet there are few inhabitants but what 
claim ſome affinity to one Seigneur ot an- 
ther, Who, though they think it no dero- 
gation to plough, do and reap upon cheir 
extreme, to be a mechanic or tradeſman; 
Notwithſtanding which; was much ure. 
- prized to find, that the "principal inhabi- 

$a by. tant 
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tant in each-village, who generally belongs 
to ſome noble, was the poſt-maſter, and 
kept the only Auberge in the place; nay, 
did not think his nobility offended, with 
providing horſes and entertaining travellers, 
which I remember to have heard you fay is 
the caſe in many parts of aa] | 


Between each charch, or village, chere 
are ſeveral oroſſes put up on the road - ſide, 
parallel to che ſhares of the river, and 
which are common throughout Canada. 
They are made of wood, about fifteen or 
twenty feet high; and proportionably broad: 
in that fide towards the road is a ſquare 
hole, in which they place | ſome wax 
images, either of our Saviour on the croſs, 
or of the holy Virgin, with the child in 
her arms, und before that, a piece of glaſs 
to prevent its being injured by the weather. 
Theſe croſſes are ornamented with all the 
inſtruments they think the Jews employed 
in crucifying our Saviour, ſuch as the ham- 
mer, tongs, mails, a flaſk of vinegar, with 

| Were 
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were really made uſe of, or even invented; 
and frequently. the figure of 'a cock is 


placed .at the top, which appeared to me | 


== ſingular, as it could not have the 
leaſt; affinity to the crucifixion, and muſt 
rather be ſuppoſed an alluſion. to the cock's 
crowing when. St. Peter denied our Saviour, 


Theſe Fw" howeyer ,good-the i inten- 
tion of erecting them: may be, are con- 


tinually the cauſes of grbat delays in t- 


velling, which to perſons not quite ſo ſu- 
perſtitiouſly diſpoſed as the Canadians, are 


exceedingly unpleaſant in cold weather; for 


whenever the drivers of the calaſhes, which 


are open, and nearly ſimilar to your one. 
horſe, chaiſes, come to one of them, they 
alight, either from their horſes or carriage, 
fall on their knees, and repeat a long N 
let the weather be ever ſo ſevere. 


\ 
— 1 


The uſual ae 
calaſhes: in the front of thoſe which tra- 
vel poſt, a man ſits to drive, and who, let 
. buſineſs. be of eu ſo great import- 
ance, 
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ance, will alight at theſe croſſes, and pay 
his accuſtomed r | 

One day, on our SY beg ſent fore 
ward to procure quarters, with our friend 
Captain Grattan, whoſe pleaſantry of man- 
ners you are well acquainted with ; for ex- 
pedition we went in a poſt-calaſh. The 
weather was ſo exceſſively ſevere, that with 
the aſſiſtance of fur coverings, we could 
ſcarcely keep ourſelves warm. Not above 
a mile had been beguiled, before we came 
to one of theſe croſſes, when the fellow 
who drove us ſtopped; upon aſking him 
why he did fo, he replied, Ce ng que pour 
faire une petite pritre ; which petite priere 
he was nearly five minutes in repeating, 
when he mounted his ſeat. We complained 
of being almoſt periſhed with cold, when 
he replied, Allons, allons, je vait me deptcher, 
and after taking two or three whiffs of his 
pipe, whipped up his horſes, and made 
amends for his ſtopping. We had not 
gone a mile and a half further, before 
another croſs made its unwelcome appear- 


ance: 
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ance: here he muſt alight; and faire une 
autre petite priere,, which upon our not 
conſenting to, he begged we would let him 
juſt ſtop, ie tems de faire un figne de crvix, 
which he was not long about. We then 
jogged on again with great chearfulneſo, as 
he drove pretty faſt; ſoon after we per- 
ceived the village to which we were deſtined 
for quarters, when again he ſuddenly ſtopt, | 
and upon our faying there was no croſs 


voici une la, which, being at ſome diſtance 
from the road, we had not obſerved, re- 
queſting us to let him halt but a moment: 
I faut que je deſcend ici; c gt mon village: 
we told him he ſhould: not, and that he 
muſt drive into the village as faſt as he 
could. Upon this he growled inwardly, 
and complained openly, till he came op- 
poſite to it, where he ſtopped again; be- 
fore he could deſcend, our friend Grattan; 
laid hold of his long queue, of which I 
told you they are exceedingly proud, and 
declared, if he did not immediately drive 
* would inſtanty cut it off.— This 
being 
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being aſſerted with ſome degree of warmth, 
he thought fit to ſacrifice his religion to 
his vanity, ſo juſt croſſing himſelf, muttered 
a ſhort prayer, and drove us as faſt as he 
could to the end of our journey, ſacrant 
contre the Engliſh officers; and I do not 
doubt, if one could form any idea from his 
countenance, but he ſent us both into pur- 

gatory with ſuch curſes, that all the maſſes 
which could be offered would not be able 
to releaſe us from it, for having treated 
his religion and his queue with ſo little 


ceremony. 


1 20 to make your own reflec- 
tions on. theſe Canadians and their re- 
ligion, I remain; | 

TICS Yours, wiki 
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„„ e 
1 SHALL now id with my obſer 
vations, and the remainder . of the 
currences which ee in our march 
e 1 . 
- - _ 
About half way betten Quebec and 
Montreal, is a town called Trois Revieres oi 
_ it takes its name from three rivers; who 
currents join here, and fall into the v 
St. Laurence. Previous to my giving yan 
any deſcription of this place, permit mewn 
relate a trifling circumſtance that occurred 
juſt as we entered the town. About half 
a mile before we came to it, ſo ſudden ; 
and nauſeous a ſcent affailed our olfaftory 9 
nerves, as nearly to ſuffocate us, Weh 
E till we arrived at the outſkirto.— 3 


] 
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Upon enquiry, we found it aroſe from 
an animal, which the Canadians call the 
Enfant du Diable, or bete puante ; a title 
which it derives from its ill ſcent, occa- 
ſioned by diſcharging his urine whenever 
he is attacked, and which infects the air 
for a great diſtance. Laying aſide this 
quality, it is in other reſpects a beautiful 
creature, -being about the ſize of a cat, 
with a fine ſhining fur, of a dark grey 
color, ſtreaks of white gliſtening from the 
head to the tail, which is buſhy, like that 
of a fox, and turned up as a ſquirrel's: 
this had been purſued by ſome dogs which 
the ſoldiers had with them, acroſs the road, 
but when it came near us, its ſtench was 
almoſt inſupportable. 


Theſe Enfans du Dmble differ from your 
Enfans du Diable, the London beaux, ' who 
have all their prettyiſms perhaps, but are 
eternally exhaling their peſtiferous odours, - 
fearful, if they reſerved them till purſued, 
they would have no op portunity to 

« Taint the flying air, and ſtink in ſtate.“ 
Vol. IJ. H MA The 
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The country is pleaſant, and there are 
ſeveral good houſes about the town, but 
they were greatly damaged by the Ameri- 
cans, upon abandoning. it, after their de- 


feat this ſummer, when their army was 
routed, and ſeveral of their Generals, with 
great numbers of their men, taken aha 

ments of the 3 troops, who ue 

commanded by General Reideſel; he com- 
mands likewiſe the diſtri between Quebec 
and Montreal. 


This town, by. reaſon'of the three rivers, 
uſed: to be much frequented by the ſeveral 
nations of Indians, and was built with, a 
view of encouraging trade with the northern 
ones in particular. It had every proſpect of 
being the ſecond city in the province, but 
the fur trade was ſoon diverted from this 
market, and carried entirely to, Montreal, 
it being ſome. leagues nearer to the Indi- 
ans; and though we have ſeveral trading 


places with them upon the lakes Ontario, 


ang ufer, Montreal will _—_ ſupport 


its 
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its conſequence, as being the neareſt and 
moſt convenient place for ſhipping the furs 
to England. Trois Rivieres has now loſt 
all its traffic, and is ſupported chiefly by 
the travellers paſſing between the two 
cities, | 


There are ſeveral churches, and two: — 


convents, the nuns of which are reckoned - 
the moſt ingenious of any in Canada, in 
all kinds of fancy ornaments, needle work, 
and curious toys. | 


During my ſtay at Trois Rivreres, there 
came down from the 1/linois, ſeveral Indi- 
ans of that nation, with an interpreter, to 
acquaint us, that they would be down in 
the ſpring, and would take up the hatchet. 
in favor of © their good Brother who refided 
beyond the great waters.” Among the 
groupe I obſerved one, who had hanging 
round his neck the image of the holy. 
Virgin, with our Saviour in her arms, 
which I thought very ſingular, as he was 
of a nation eſteemed. extremely ferocious 

H 2 in 
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in their manner, and whom the French 
Miſſionaries could not convert; but upon 
my enquiring of the interpreter if he knew , 
the reaſon, he gave me the following ac- 
n;; TETELNS > 


In ſome ſkirmiſh, when the Illinois were 
at war with the Canadians, this image had 
fallen into their hands, amongſt other- 
plunder. Sometime afterwards as a Miſ- 
fionary, of which the French had great 
numbers travelling through the interior 
parts of Canada, to cultivate friendſhip, | 
and eſtabliſh their religion among the In- 
dians; by chance he met this perſon, and 
obſerving the image, was very much 
aſtoniſhed ; the manner in which he took 
notice of it, excited the curioſity of the 

poor ſavage, to know what it repreſented, | 
when che Miſſionary, "who no doubt was 
pleaſed to have ſuch an opportunity of dif- 
playing his religion, told him, that it re- 
preſented the mother of his God, and that 
the child ſhe held in her arms repreſented 
. himſelf, Who had made himſelf man 


5 for 


THROUGH AMBRICA. 101 


for the ſalvation of the human ſpecies, and 
explaining to him the myſtery of the in- 
carnation, aſſuring him, that in all dan- 
gers the Chriſtians addreſſed themſelves to 
this holy mother, who ſeldom” failed to 
extricate them. The Indian liſtened with 
the utmoſt attention to 8 diſcourſe, 5 
went away. 


Being out IV oy after this 
juſt as he had diſcharged his piece at a 
deer, one of the Outagami Indians, whoſe - 


nation was at variance with the Illinois, 


and who was lying in ambuſh, preſented 
his piece at his head. In this ſituation he 
recollected what had been told him about 
the mother of God, and invoked. her pro- 
tection... The Outagam endeavoured to 
diſcharge his piece, but miſled; he cocked 
a ſecond time, and the ſame thing. haps - 
pened five times ſucceſſively. In the inte- 
rim the Illinois had loaded his piece, and 
preſented it to the Ouragami, who choſe 
rather to ſurrender than be ſhot. From 
* time the Llinois would never ſtir from 
„ his 
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his village without his ſafeguard, which he 
imagines renders him in vulnerable. There 
can remain little doubt but this eircum- 
ſtance was the means of his converſion to 
Chriſtianity, and the Romith religion: for 
he has certainly embraced that perſuaſion, 
as I followed him to the great church, 
| where, upon his entrance, after eroſſing 
himſelf with the holy water, he fell upon 
his knees, and ſeemed to worſhip with as 
much devotion as the moſt devout of the 
Canadians. But to return to 2 deforipe 
tion of this =" ** 


The road from Quebec hither 4 is 18 
We way within ſight of the river, „ being 
moſtly upon its banks, which renders ij 
extremely pleafant to travellers, eſpecially 
in the ſummer, eee een 
breeze. | 


The river + from Quebee to Trois Rooks 
is very wide, and at that place it forms a 
very large lake, called 57. Pierre, where 
Men 8 you can only 
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diſcern a large body of water, with ſeveral 
iſlands; which, with the ſmall veſſels ſall- 
ing between them, form à very romantic 
proſpect. The tide comes no farther than 
this lake, terminating a' few leagues be- 
yond Trois Rivieres, when you. meet with 
the river. again, where it runs extremely 
rapid, at the rate of ſeven or eight miles 
an hou. At its firſt a ce you can 
hardly ſuppoſe it the fame river, for where 
the tide has effect, it ſeldom runs mote 
than four miles an hour; it incfeaſes in 
rapidity as you advance to Montreal, arid 
oppoſite the city it runs almoſt ten miles 
an hour, which renders its kivigation ex- 
tremely difficult, as nothifig but 4 vety 
ſtrong and favoutable wind; with all the 
fails full ſet, can enable veſſels to ſtem the 
current, What with. unfavourable winds 
and light breezes, ſhips have been as long 
in getting up from Trois Rivieres to Mon- 
treal, as they were on n from 
_ wn | 
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The rapidity of the current makeseraſh-.. 
ing not only diſagreeable, but very dah- 
gerous, for unleſs you have a ſkilful pilot, 
the current will carry you a league bh 
where you want to land. And yet it is 
ſurprizing, how expert the Canadians are 
with their wooden canoes; but the Indians 
far exceed them in working theirs, as their 
canoes are of a much lighter conſtruction. 
Both being much uſed in this country,{(T 
ſhall endeavour to deſcribe-them, that yhu | 
en en | 
they are. ee wen 


. a 


| Thoſe which the Dues: a 

called wooden ones, being hollowed out * 
the red elm, ſome of which are ſo large. a8. 
to contain twenty n, 


e i 


| &f (5. SES 
55 Thoſe which the indians uſe, are made 
of the bark of the birch tree, and diſtin- 
different parts of which they few together : 
with the 1 inner rind of the bark of the tree, 
. 8 . . | and, 
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and daub them over with a piteh; or rather 
a bituminous matter, reſembling piteh, to 
prevent their leaking. They form the ribs 
from the boughs of the hickoty- tree, and 
are conſtructed of diffetent dimenſions, 
ſome being only large enongh to contain 
two perſons, and others thirty. 


Theſe Eber ur my managed by the 


Indians with their paddles, and with the 


current go at a prodigious rate, for one 
fingle ſtroke. with the paddle will force 
them twice the length of the canoe. againſt _ 
it. Tt was wick one öf theſe birch canoes 
that General Carleton, With an Aid-de- | 
Camp, made their eſcape through the ene- 
my's fleet hen he-quitted Montreal, for 
eee 


ſtate of defence. Ai * iii ee 024 $i * 


Unwilling to loſe the ps of 
ſending-this by an officer Who is going to 
Quebec, I am obliged to put a period to this 
letter: and, no daubt, upon the peruſal 7 
it, 9 the young tra- 

* 
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veller, who is diverted with eveiy thing 
that preſents itſelf to hie view. But im 
eee eee 
amuſsment, I retain, '- ee 


ST; ra 120% ef VIUDEG DD 
1 
88 ecoig bon * ze, XII. zins 
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SAS 40} to 8 25 ay git. 2 3: vt 


a M Heigl l hat * fit 3.0, 


Bronx 4 deſoribe to you tilis city, 
let me give yon fome account: of the 


iſland on which it ſtands, amd: from — 


it derives its name. 

be -4W 53 nid at oF 

0 This "andy which lee 
in kength and about fout in Brendth & 
formed by the river $8. Laurence, and in 
tho 1 it ars d large mon⁰j,j, 
. which 
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which are the firſt you meet with on the 
north fide of St. Laurence, and were called 
by the firſt diſcoverers of this province, 
Monts Royaux, which gave name to the 
iland, afterwards Mont Royal, and at laſt, 


by a variety of corruptions of the language, 
Are: A 


Or conan] there is 
no place where the climate is reckoned to 
de ſo mild, ſo pleaſant, and the ſoil ſo 
fruitful : with All theſe natural bleſſings, 
is it not furprizing to ſee it thinly inha- 
bited, and very ill ſettled, for except two 
or three miles round the city, the country 
Ter CnelicKiri's wy. 
n 


— 


One thing note lets dia is, chat 
this iſland contains a ſmaller one of about 
three miles in length, and two and a half 
in breadth,” formed by two inlets of St. 
Laurence. This lietle' iſland, which is 
called the Jie de Yefus, is almoſt cleared 
from woods, and bse {ill church. and « 

TY LY | 5 few 


— 
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few houſes on it, rendering Montreal ex- 
tremely pleaſant; being ſo ſituated, that 
you cannot go a great length in any direc; 
tion, before you come to it and ſurely, | 
after travelling through woods and das 
it affords a moſt pleaſing relief. 1 


the met of the mountains: 1 4 
deſcribed to you are extremely difficult to 
gain; but having once accompliſhed it, 

the deligþtful praſpe@ that preſents itſelf, 
amply compenſates for the fatigue and 
dangers yau encounter, being able to yiew 
the whole iſland; and ſeveral Jeagues round 
it. You. can plainly diſcern "the. m, | 
tains that croſs Lale Champlain, called. the 
Green Mountains, which are near 60 mie 
diſtant. It appears generally a vaſt foreſt, 
there being only three objects to diverſifſ 
the ſcene: the view of the city of Men+ 
treal, the river St. Laurence, and the 
mountains of Chamblee, which are excred- 
_ ingly beautiful. and the more remarkable, 
being in a plain level country, and not 


1 Weng 


. mountains on this iſland. 


| This cliy s 8 aa ſquare, di- 


vided by regular, well formed ſtreets, and 
the houſes in general are well built; there 
are ſeveral churches, but thoſe, as well as. 


| many of the OP _ felt the * of 


The cy is en bs a wall A 
dry ditch, and at one end there is a citadel. 
Theſe fortifications were raiſed many years 


paſt, as a defence againſt the Indians, and 


fince the war, great improvements have 


been made to them; but the city is ſo 


ſituated, that no works can be raiſed to 
enable it to ſtand a regular fiege, having 
many riſing grounds, ne it in 
more places than ue. 1 


When we gained poſſeſſion of this pro- 
vince, Montreal was nearly as large as 


Quebec, but ſince that time it has ſuffered = 


much by fire ; it is greatly to be wondered 
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them ; they are conſiderably loftier than 


| ; 
| 
= 
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at, that it has not, one . or other, been ; 
totally deſtroyed : for in the winter, When 
the inhabitants go to bed, they make great 
fires in their ſtoves, and leave them burn- 
ing all night, by which means they are 


frequently red-hot before morning. Ima- 


gine how very dangerous they muſt have 
' been, when their houſes were conſtructed 

of wood; few of thoſe are now ining, 
except in the outſkirts of the city, the 
greateſt part of them being built of ſtone. 


The inhabitants here, as well as thoſe of 
Quebec, having ſo many times ſuffered by | 
fire, conſtruct their buildings in ſuch. a 4 
manner, that they are not only perfectly 
ſecure againſt that element, but even againſt 
houſe-breakers, which being a little ſingu- 
kr, you _ have no gang | 


The houſe confiſts of one lofty 1 
built with ſtone, and the apartments are 
divided by ſuch thick walls; that ſhould-3 
pers in one of them, it cannot com- 

municate 
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municate to any other: the top of the 
houſe being covered with a ſtrong arch, if 
the roof which is over it ſhould catch fire, 
it cannot damage the interior part of the 
houſe. At Quebec, that city having been 
ſo often beſieged, the inhabitants who are 
naw G 209 mg n arch 
1 


Bach apantainte has a doublei-dovs, the 
inner one of wood, and the outer one of 
iron, which is only ſhut When the family: 
retire toc reſt a the windows have double 


ſhuiters of the fame materials, and they 
have not only taken this precaution with 


the doors that lead out of the houſe, but 
ne e OPGa a is e ne 


Theſe doors and ſhutters are made of 
plate iron, near half an inch thick, which. 
perhaps, you will imagine, muſt give the 
houſe. à very diſagreeable appearance, bus 
it is far otherwiſe, for being moſtly: paintecc 
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green, they afford a pleaſing contraſt to 
the whirmds of the bs. d theo 


TOWN 7 4 


| This is he buy time of the merchants 
5 all poſſible e jo ſeridingr thn! 
their furs, before the winter ſets in. The 
reaſon aſſigned for deferring it till ſo la, 
$1 in the ſeaſon, is on account of the traders, 
IM . fone of whom are but juſt arrived from _ 
. the upper countries, the merchants gent 
| rally waiting as long as there is a poſſibility: 
3 of their return, and ſometimes 1 

. ů ů OR Y 
rs re 2474 Viag zog ett, 
| At 
Tbeſe eniidevs, in een of thei 
voyages, are continually encountering hard 
ſhips and difficulties, and their lives are. 
frequently in imminent danger :—nothing 
can counterbalance the great perils that 
await them, but the certainty of acquiring 
an ample fortune in the courſe of three or 
_=__ „ ee 31375090 ug us it 
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They ſet out in the ſpring'of the year, | 
in parties of about twenty or thirty per- 
ſons, with perhaps eight or ten large birch 
canoes ; they have no fixed oourſe to take, 
but ſteer that where it is imagined they = 
can meet with a tribe of Indians; keeping 
moſtly upon the upper lakes, ſometimes 
carrying their goods and canoes acroſs 

rapids, which are parts of the river greatly 
quickened by the deſcents, and over land 
to a river, up which they will proceed 
many leagues. If they do not meet with 
e ee 
to eee eee 


The got they ak wt hm ar 
ter for ſkins, conſiſt chiefly of brandy, to- 
bacco, a ſort of duffil blanket; guns, po-- 
der and balls, kettles, hatchets and toma - 
hawks, as likewiſe looking-glaſſes, ver- 
million and various other paints; and ac- 
cording to any article that an Indian has a 
deſire or an uſe for, he will give; ten times 


its value in ſkeins. They are A 


Vox. I. 5} W after 


4 


* 


-214 nien TRAYBLS 


* 


| r 
carrying their goods among nations in the 
remoteſt parts of America. They are 

generally abſent from their families about 

will, and ſettle all their affairs, many e 

them. with their whole party, having been 

put to death by the Indians, either for be 
ſtores they carry with them, or to revenge 
 the.death ars of dr nation}. HER 
bas been old to them, which is frequently 
the caſe; they-being by rio means provi ting 

India do not wait for thoſe traders who 

ſerve ta yon, that the guns which are fu 


| r, to attract the notice of theſe ph 
nn ang 
ercatur * fired 


1 ; 
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unfortunate purchaſer is either killed, er 
loſes an hand or an arm. Theſe traders 
are certainly the beſt” jadpes, but I cannot 
help CY Re AER, 00076 


It having boen hind, that a reward 
would be given to him who ſhould diſcover 
a north-weſt paſſage, or whether the Con- 
tinent joins to India, two ſuppoſitions much 
credited by the Europeans in general; 
ſeyeral of the traders have endeavoured to 
find which is the true one: as here is ever x 
year ſome freſh diſcovery made, there re- 
mains but little doubt that in ſome future 
time it will be effected. I believe the far- 
theſt chat any of them have yet reached 
was a Mr. Henry, who is reported: to have 
travelled for ten days upon a large plain, 
on which grew only a rank-graſs, nearly as 
high as a man's breaſt; and on this plain he 
frequently met with immenſe droves of 
buffaloes, and obſerved the tracks of ſeveral 
others; that on the dleventh day he m 
to a vaſt river, which ſtcopped hi progreſs, = 


: 
: 
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as he did not chuſe to venture crofling in a ; 
canoe; that the water was quite ſalt,” and 
run extremely rapid, from which cireum- 
ſtance he concluded _ n aten 
| ks PAM! four ee 


5 Whether it is ſo or not, it is to be hoped 
that when this unhappy conteſt is ended, 
Government may think it a matter worthy. © 
their conſideration, and fit out an expedi- 
tion -for | aſcertaining it, as the diſcoyery. 
would not only be of great importance to 
England, but to all the world. As * 
have already made ſuch great and wonder. 
ful diſcoveries in the South Seas; ſurelß 
this will be deemed of ſufficient i import- 
ance to juſtify the expence of fitting gut 
proper perſons n an to weft 
es 15 e | UN 1 


If aa 3 many ktuides A "ny 
one ſhould appear, whoſe firm mind will 
riſe ſuperior to every ſenſe of danger, en 
countering variety of hardſhips, andwhoſe 
patience is: not exhauſted by their SO | 


* a a * * mY 
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if ſuch a one, animated with a hope of 
glory, which alone teaches men to gliſre- 
gard life, 'rendering them equal to the 
greateſt undertakings ; Who, being well 
informed, ſo as to underſtand what he ſees, 
and of veracity enough to relate only what 
he has ſeen---if ſuch a man ſhould appear, 
and no doubt there are many who poſſeſs 
theſe excellent and extraordinary qualificg- 
tions, his reſearches will perhaps be erown- 
ed with better ſucceſs. ' But, if after ſuch 
an undertaking, 'this celebrated paſſage 
ſhould ſtill remain concealed, it muſt be 
- concluded, either that it doth not N or | 
IT Cn, 1 50 
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2% | er | 
ur van OY 1 811 * 2a * . 
Aru hangs Le n w Hh 
friend Shlagell of the 2» reginientat: 
Se. John's, where he is ſtationed for tha, 
winter. I carinbt, but ſay I was wach 


pleaſed with the place, it having all h 


eee ee 


equally as buſy. The fleet that was vpen 


ns ne 


cans; they ars laid up in docke to: preferve- 


them from the inclemencies of the winter, 
and by the enſuing ſpring, what with the 


ſhips we had before, and thoſe we have 


 fince taken from the Americans, we ſhall - 
| have a fleet far ſuperior to any 8 2 
poſſtyy 325 on the Lakes. | 


, as likewiſe ſeveral of | 
the veſſcls- that we wok from the Ameni+ , 


. -FY 
. + + 
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ve and 2 which. — Was,” - 
land upon a conſtruction to take to pieces, 
in order to be tranſported actos carrying - 
place of about two miles. After their fal- 
ing from England to the mouth of the ra 
pids, which, preyeated their proceeding up 
to St. John 6, rathgr chan loſe the time of 
taking them to Pieces, and re-c 

them, Lieutenant Schank, of the navy, an 
ingenious officer, informed General Cerle- 


ton, that they might be conveyed upon a Wl 


cradle over land to St. John's, entire, pro- 
vided there was a good road made for 
them. The General acquieſced in this 
gentleman's propaſal, and the whole army 
were employed in making a road. - One of 


the veſſels was near half a mile on it, by 75 


meats of cables fixed to windlaſſes every 
twenty yards; but the General perceiving 
this mode of conveyance would take up 
more time than the other, gave orders to 
have the ſchooners taken to pieces and re- 
. accompliſhed in as ſhort | 

14 n pe 
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„ pe cm s e dd een ene, 
e ae tees upon ne 
| a ORG 1 52+ 03 gin T3£.02 3 4900-0 g 
Fan force being far inferior to 
what the Americans had this ſummer upon 
1 the Lakes, it was deemed neceſſary to en- 
ereaſe it. The ſhip-wrights were inſtantly. 
employed to build a frigate, and the army 
in cutting the timber for it, which is now 
as complete a veſſel as any in the King? 
fervice. I am afraid you will think I uſurpg 
cho privilege of a traveller, when I tell you?” 
that this frigate was conſtructed in ſo ſhort 
1 a time, that in eight and twenty days after 
be. her keel was: laid ſhe was in action; and 
| What was ſtill more wonderful, there were 
of whom was, on the third day, ſo badly 
een eee as bag m; 
e abe 2624.64 4:2 "0 
; 483, 44; pci BE 
von may dl tk Lent es 0 | 
4 been the aſtoniſhment-of the Ameri- 
cans when ſhe came upon the Lakes, knocwẽ＋- 
ing we had no ſuch ſhip when they aban- 
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doned St. John's. Notwithſtanding this, 
they fought their Het bravely, and our 
new-built - veſſel, by the falling of the 
wind, bore but a pärtial part* of the en- 


ton and Maris ſchooners; which were both 
much ſhattered. On board the latter was 
General Carleton, who had a very narrow” 
eſcape a cannon ſhot paſſing cloſe by him 


as he was giving direckions to an officer, = 


and which the General with that coolneſs 


and intrepidity that ſo much diſtinguiſhes 


his character, took no notice of, but turn- 
ing round, gave his orders with as much 
compoſure as if he en r ee 


dera ue of eee n 
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This place, Daene 
Canada, when the works are compleated, 


will be of great ſtrength; there are tem- 
porary barracks at preſent; both for ſoldiers” 
and artificers. The old barracks, as well 


as the fort the Aniericaiis deſtroyed when 
" abandoned the place, were formerly 
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yon a drawing of it, repreſenting tha .two. 
redoubts, with the rope-walk, the nig n 
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Nin ſurronnded;wich wogds, but — 


| „ 34:2 907 "ates 
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ol chi important place, I have enoloſed 


the. ſtocks, and the other veſſels at anchor; | 
near the fort, and which I have. taken from. 
the block-houſgeretted on the oppolite Ad, 
of; the river Sorell. 57) 2464 yin „bn 


ee 7 art 0) 11.45 OR 


. 5 this: place I, went to the . 
Meir, which is the advanced. poſt,of uthe: 
army, on which the 20th regiment ig ſta- 


half in length, and three quarters of a mile : 
in breadth ; it was entirely covered with 
make bet at preſent greatly cleared, and 
winter is over, we .imagine;/it, 
e Fa Although ſo late in the 


year, and in this ſevere climate, the regie: 
ment ſtationed there is encamped, and likely. 


to continue ſo till after nag 


Wu 
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be that time before. che block-houſes in- | 
raded foe Shu: cf AO aſa | 
Ie yi! 
Mes ee 
in England, ſhall be my apolegy for giving 
you a deſcription of them. They ane con- 
ſtructed of timbers, placed one on the 
other, of a ſufficient thickneſs to reſiſt a 
muſquet ſhot, and large. enough to contain _ 
from 100 to 129 meny there are two'apart-, 
ments in them, one above the other, in; 
the upper of which is « diviſion for the 
officers, In both. the lower and upper 
apartments art two pieces of cannon. and 
four port · holes, for the purpoſe of point- 
ing theſe cannon on any fide of the hock 
houfe on which it may be attacked; and in 
caſe an enemy thould in the night endea-. 
vour to ſet fire to the houſs, there are. 
loop-holes, through which the troops on 
upon the affajlants, They are reckoned tr, 
be a very ſtrong, defence, as it has been 
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theſe unuſual fortifications, I have incloſed® 


xj Neix, but likewiſe at St. John's, have been 
very ſubject to the ſcurvy, not having a 


the ſpruce there and here is, that here 1 


\ 
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theſe- block-houſes, bare repulſed trebleſ 
their own number. But that you _— 3 
more fully comprehend the conſtruction of 


a drawing and been of one of ther f 9 


4 eg: nr . - © 


The ſoldiers, not "oP at the 7 3 


other than falt proviſions ; but by drinking 5 4 
plentifully of ſpruce beer, they are now ll} J 
in perfect health, which clearly proves that . i 
liquor to be a antiſcorbutic. 209 ; 
is ſo much knowr in England, as to ne 
no deſcription; the only difference betweeli'f 


— ; ay 
ow RI 


A 

made with the branches of the tree * KEW 2 
and there with the eſſence. i 
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As the Seek of the weather ſhuts. up 
all-intercourſe by letters, this is the laſt you 1 3 
may expect to receive from me till the 5 2 4 
breaks up. But though I cannot write to | 1 3 
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you, be aſſured I ſhall continually think. of 
you, and remain, with the greateſt eſteem 


Yours, &c, B 


P 


LETTER XVI. 


Montreal, = 18th, . Wo 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


DID not expect to have written ſo 

ſoon, but an opportunity of a flag of 
truce, which is going by the way of Ticon-, 
deroga to New York, unexpectedly occur- 
ring, I am happy to embrace it, eſpecially 
when it is impoſſible for me to employ my 
leiſure hours more ſatisfactorily to myſelf, 
than in endeavouring to divert you. I ſhall 
therefore proceed to give you ſome account 
of the our mms nn, 
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and among the principal ones is that 6f 
carioting upon the ice, che inhabitants 
making large parties every day for that 
purpoſe ; they generally go to Point aux 
Trembles, about three leagues from this City, 
at which place refides a Dutch woman, 
who makes moſt excellent ſauſages, and at 
whoſe houſe it is cuſtomary to refreſh with 
theſe and bottled porter. As the north 
wind generally blows very ſharp, you ac- 
quire a pretty good appetite, and, for my 
own part, I enjoyed this petit repas in pre- 
ference to my dinner, very few regimen- 
tal meſſes being conducted with that paro- 
priety and decorum which ſhould charac- 
terize the profeſſion, as there are generally 
among them a ſet of ungovernable youn 8 
men. But to return to my . f 


You will no doubt think it too much o 
go nine miles and back again for a jaunt 
before dinner ; but this mode of travelling | 
is ſo very expeditious, that moſt of the in- 
8 defer n till 
8 this 


— 


®® 
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| this ſeaſon; of the year, as they can perform 
it with leſs difficulty, and much greater 
ex F . 8 EY | 72 . 


The carioles are faſhioned after different 
devices, to imitate birds and beaſts, but in 
general they are of one conſtruction, with 
only this difference, that the common 
people have theirs cloſe upon the ice or 
ſnow, while thoſe of their ſuperiors are 
raiſed upon what are called runners, which 
elevate them about two feet. They paint 
them of various fantaſtical colors; many of 
them, as a contraſt to this ſeaſon of the 
year, are colored in imitation. of thunder 4 
and lightning. It is certainly a very eaſy . 
and expeditious method of travelling, fer 
the horſes of the country will go with caſe 
fifteen miles an hour upon the ice. The 
inhabitants think nothing of a journey of 
forty or fifty miles to ſee a friend, and re- 
turning the ſame day. 


Notwithſtanding the river runs ſo rapid 
as I have before deſcribed, and is now en- 
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tirely frozen over, yet there are certain 
warm ſprings that never will congeal; to 
caution travellers, every pariſh, as ſoon as- 
the river is frozen over, is obliged to fix 
large, pine trees in the ice, diſtant from 
each other about ten feet, which receiving 
moiſture from the ice, and being an ever- 
green, continue ſo the whole winter, ſo 
that when travelling, it appears as if yo 
were going between an avenue of firs. 


On each fide of the river it is quite 
ſmooth, but in the center, where the cur- 
rent runs ſo rapid, the ice is thrown up in 
prodigious hills, through which the inha- 
bitants are obliged to cut a paſſage to croſi 185 
the river; the ſides are frozen ſo as to bear 


carriages, long before the center, and when 


that freezes, no thunder can equal the 
noiſe, the reaſon of which you will eaſily - 
imagine, for where theſe rapids are, the 
ice is thrown up in a continual ſucceſſion 

of hills; between theſe hills you are ſur- 
rounded with ice ſeveral yards high, and 


there it is inconceivably cold; hen upon 


TAROUGH AMERICA. r29 : 


the top of one of theſe: hills, you cannot 
help ſtopping to view the many curious 
forms the ice is thrown into, ſome of it 
being in that of a pyramid, other pieces 
that of a cone, others again in large ſlabs, 
and ſome of it reſembling the figures of 
men, birds and beaſts; in ſhort, no deſcrip- 


men 101 


The Guse have a very ſingular eus. 
tom among them; at the commencement 
of the year, the men go round the city and 
ſalute the ladies, who ſit up in ſtate for 
three days for that purpoſe, and as the in- 
habitants are acquainted with each other, 
the lady is generally ſaluted by the greateſt 
part of the men; the ſalutation is after the 
French faſhion, upon the cheek, when 
having ſaluted one, the Hug er che 
n | i 


The European ladies who are ſettled: 
here, rather than appear ſingular, adopt 
this .cuſtom, only varying the ſalutation 
after the Engliſh faſhion; not but what 1 
e -®; think 


could falute the lady; perhaps you will f 


"moſt authors had greatly; S 
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think the French mode preferable on this 
occaſion, where the lady is under the ne- 
eeſſity of receiving the ſalute of every one. 
As. I know. you will make this obſervations 
Late ſay he went his rounds, let me candidly 
acknowledge I did; and with another officer; 
We had a very great mortification.ux/going 
to the houſe af an Engliſh merchant, wha 


has a beautiful wife: upon our entering, 


Vr diſputed who ſhonlll - ſalute Her fiſt ; 


you may. ſuppoſe how eager we both were 
in our addrefles upon entering the rdonmy 
and would have enjoyed our chagrin, when 
we ſaw General Phillips there, whoſe: de- 
parture muſt be waited; for, beſbre we 


the. pleaſute was heightened by conte 
plating r Wy" 


This being the firſt Catholic country: L 


ever was in, you muſt ſuppoſe me particu- 


larly attentive to theilt religious eetemolies 
at Chriſtmas. I had ever conceived, that 


accounts upon that head, and had I not 
* Worn 35 


THROUGH AMERICA, 13 
met with convincing proofs, my candot 
could not ſuppoſe that mankind were ſo 
weak in their underſtandings. That the 
lower claſs of people ſhould be led away is 
not to be wondered at, but how'men of 
learning, ſound ſenſe and good underſtand- 
ing ſhould, is to me. aſtoniſhing. It is 
allowable for every man to worſhip any 
reality never can be admitted. Theſe ſuper- 
ſtitious people implicitly believe, the waxen 
images that are ſhewn them by their priefts, 
to be abſolutely the perſons bo: 0 are in 
tended to repreſent. | | 


On Chriſtmas Eve, I went to , wb erat 
church, where there was a prodigious con- 
courſe-of people, and got as near as I could 
to the altar, to obſerve the ceremonies. 
About nine o'clock the ferviee began with 
prayers and anthems, which laſted till ten, 
when the cradle was brought in, upon 
which there was a great ſhout'; after this 
they continued finging and praying till: the 
clock ſtruek twelve, when the high prieſt 

| K 2 brought 
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brought in a wax figure of a child, fupeibly 

dreſſed, the muſic truck up, and there was 
a ſecond great ſhouting. The child being 
depoſited in the cradle, it was rocked. gill 
about one © clocks. when. the Sn 


92 — ** MS 4 "+ 
ads, Las 1 BOY: PIE; WF; TO: „anne % 


a 7 Sift ao ee ert vi 
5. Toa dh eb they ane ex- 
cecdingly-curious in; their Wax images; 
there was · a repreſentation of the Mefligh, 
which was daily varied in its ze, from the 
time of its ſuppoſed. birth, till the time 
the Monks had fixed as neceſſary; for its 
being ſufficiently grown; to gepreſent our 


Saviour, at the age he was when he preach⸗ 


ed in che Temple. When I firſt weny to 


ſee this wax · work, on the Chriſtmas- day, 


chere was a figure of Joſeph, dreſſed in. a 


ſcarlet cloak, with a large tie wig, another 


4 reſemble the Virgin Mary, with alittle 


£ child, laying i mene, aue eee ug 


are at the ſame rime emblematical of their 


| Jays: this repreſentation was e 
2:42 119209 8 2 there. 


a 
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there was another of the Wiſe Men making 
their offerings to the Salvator Mundi; ſo 
continuing every remarkable event of his 
life, till the time df preaching in the 
Temple; and whenever I went, there was 
always a vaſt concourſe of people upon 
their knees praying to theſe figures. This 
mode of religion appears to me tb be ex- 
tremely well calculated to inſpire devotion 
in the lower claſs of people, yet it is great 
pity ſome better method of paying adora- 
tion to the Divine Being cannot be adopted 
to inſpire a true ſenſe of his exiſtence, than' 
means ſo abſurd. Difference of opinion 
concerning religion ever will prevail, but 
leſt you think 1 am growing too ſermonic, 
I ſhall conclude this ſubje& with an obſer- 
vation of a Monfeur Blondeaux, at whoſe 
houſe I am quartered, and who is a very 
ſenſible and grp eng man. 


2 ch with him, one day, on their 
worſhipping theſe waxen images, and other 
ridiculous ceremonies in their religion, 


Monjieur, ſaid he, Mon « avis oft que chacun 
"iN: Abit 
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on * 
: * 
o 


doit ſtore ls relies pair. diff 
Plus d inclinatiam; of je ſuis. aſſure gu qu jour 
au jugenient, on nec 10us demandra pas quelle 
religion nous avons profeſſie, mais que nad. 
Frans tons recompenſes on punts felon nos a 


> CSATERS 


_ As L informed you this goes by y * of 


truce, it would be unpardonable to omit 


3 mentioning the humanity of General Carle. 
ton, who, has cloathed all thoſe who were 


taken priſoners, they being almoſt in 3 
ſtate of nakedneſs ; many of them he ſuf, 


fered to return to their homes upon their 


paroles of not bearing arms again during 


the war. 


Thoſe who are here to he ex- 


changed are es, and fare che Jars * 


our own SOON: 


Fate can only e whether I d 
experience the misfortune of being taken 


priſoner, but, if 1 ſhould, it is my hope 
that I may not mect with worſe treatment 


than theſe prople have repeiped. 


N g 


— 


By 
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By the mode this will de'conveyed, Iam = 
not certain chat it muy reach yon; but if it 
your health and happineſs, and an affurance 
that I am, with great ſincerity, 


| Ng Long, be. 
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Montreal, Jamar 28, un. 


ver DEAR Ry. 


PHE e is nor. lt in with ber 
ſeverity, and you would naturally 
conclude that this country is the moſt un- 
comfortable in the world, - and its inhabi- 
tants the moſt unhappy, but far from it: 
the city and the country people around, 


ſeem to be perfectly in their element; there 


is nothing but carioling, feaſting, and other 
l amuſe- 
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amuſements. The Canadians perfectly re- 
ſemble the French with reſpect to daneing, 
having meetings at each other's n for 
chat purpoſe mate every night. 

| Though the nather] is ſo FA the i in- 

habitants here never ſtay in doors in the 
day, unleſs it ſnows, which ſeldom hap- 
pens, for the firſt fall is generally the only 
one they have, and that laſts for two or 
three days, after which the weather is 
ſettled, and has been extremely pleaſant for 

| this month paſt ; excepting one day, there 
has been * an Italian ſky, not a cloud 
10 be ſeen. 


The a et cad is e — 8 
ſalubiious and healthy of any in the world; . 
yet notwithſtanding this, the Canadians 
are very conſumptive, and it is incredible 
what numbers of them die before they 


arrive at maturity; if they ſurvive that 
period wh molly: live en 


A ay ; 
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A very eminent phyſician, Dr. Kennedy, 
who-is with our 'army, attributes this en- 
tirely to the ſtoves they make uſe of in the 
winter, and that, was any other mode of 
conveying warmth ſubſtituted, they would 
in all probability be a long-lived people. 
For, ſays he, the inhabitants moſtly keep 
their ſtoves heated, and in coming out of 
the freſh air to enter a room where there 
is one, you are almoſt ſuffocated.” How 
pernicious muſt this be to the conſtitution, 
eſpecially of the young children, who are 
continually going in and out of the heated 
rooms into the ſnow and upon the ice; and 
when the lungs and pores are expanded by 
the heat of theſe ſtoves, run without any 
addition of cloathing into theicold, where 
the blood receives ſo ſudden a change, that 
it generally leayes ſome fatal diforder 2 em 
the lungs! 


It is very difficult to ne long * 
bliſhed prejudices and cuſtoms, but if the 
Canadians were to adopt the mode gf other 
northern climates, where the cold is nearly 
| as 


138 JATERIOR FRAVELS 


eben Ehe. 1 think they would 
| ee ths hop<ſits nt Tran . 


In Ruſſia Germany, and in. 2 a 
northern parts upon the Continent in 
Europe, the inhabitants have ſtoves ſimilat 
to the Canadians, but fo conſtructed, at 
when the room is of a ſufficient warmth, 
the front opens with two folding doors, 
where there is a good fire in a grate, and 
the ſulphureous air exhales up the funnel, 
by which means they enjoy an agreeable - 
warmth ; if they perceive it getting cold. 
they ſhut the doors for a little while, till 
che room is ſufficiently heated. The Ca- 
nadian ſtoves are fo conſtructed, that the 
whole time you are in a room, you are 
almoſt ſtifled with the ſulphureous vapor, 
which muſt be extremely pernicious, and 
in all probability occaſions the ſalow com- 
plexion of the Canadians ; there cannot be 
a ſtronger proof that it is ſo, than its hav- 
ing the fame effect on Europeans who have. 
0073 er gs: NF time. 


" Althou v 
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| Although the weather is intenſely cold, 
the made of dreſs in uſe here, and theſs 
ſtoves, prevent your ever feeling any; then 
are none of thole.raw damp days, ſo much 
the ſubject of complaint in England, and 
from the bad effects ene eee | 


will defeat . 


The 2 n js ee 
well calculated for the climate; it conſiſts 
(in addition to the common habiliments 
worn in England) of a blanket coat, a pair 
of what are called leggings, with a kind 
of flap on the outſide of the leg, to pre- 
vent the ſnow from clogging round them; 
fur gloves, and 8 fur cap, which is made 
to pull over the cars, but this is ſeldom 
done, except when the ſtrong north-weſt - 
winds blow. At that time it is very dan» 
gerous to go out, as you run a great riſque 
of being froſt-bit, which happens in an 
inſtant, ſometimes in turning the corner of 
2 ſtreet, without being ſenſible of it at the 
time, as it occaſions po {art of pain; if the 
part affected is not immediately _ 
Wi 


Aebi! 
* 4 n 
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| with now, and evety precaution taken, it 
is ſure to cinder? and *ſhould any one, 
thus circamſtanced,” be imprudent enough 
tes i near me" r CR 


} 


5 af © 1, - p F j n 
we 7 72010 w * . alter — 2 " 'S, # * — 


To convince you how very inflantindbl 
it muſt be, I ſhall relate a ludicrous cir- 
cumſtahce, which however had nearly been 
produdtive wo 1 Gel.” e! a 

bt (24 1 1". £88 

An officer in ce e hg a noſe 
remarkably large, was going to dinner at 
the meſs, when not four doors from his 
lodgings, turning round a corner, he met 
another officer, who immediately cried out) 
60 God bleſs me, your noſe is froſt- hit. 
From the ſmall diſtance he had gone, he 
thought it impoſſible, and that his friend 
was bantering him; high words aroſe, and 
they parted with an appointment to meet 
the next morning, to reſent the affront. 
He made haſte to his dinner, and upon his 
entering the room, the officers prevented 
ws ee to the * telling him at the 

217 = ſame 


4 aw ay 
, ien 
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ſame time his noſe. was..froſt-bit:. Ie then | 
began to think it no joke, and; was happy 
to — the uſual remedy: it. was no bad 
puniſhment for his raſhneſ$ and incredulity, 
that during the time the: officers were, at 
dinner, he wWas obliged to be in the cold, 
ruboing his -noſe with ſnow. till the. blood 
ciroulated,, and , though, very. ;ſhaxp. Jet, 
obliged to loſe 2 meal he ** ati 
happy. partake, hoo wat, 2 is bn 


Hf 7 * aun. 
The prelent ſalon of the year not cat 
mitting any military manceuvres, and na- 
turally inglining. us more to, one · of 
a ſerious nature, than the gay appearance 
of the ſpring or ſummer, I ſhall again 
treſpaſs on your patience with ſome. few 
obſervations on the effects of the intenſe 
cold weather experienced in this- country; 
and as you have always appeared partial to 
my adding the remarks of others, where I 
thought them more juſt and beautiful than 
my own, I ſhall allude to ſome that ſtruck 
me on Wen, 8 _ 


LED 1 5 
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1 have altrady mentioned to you that ths 
HUE l. ht in and umng die mag | 
veniencies which the inhabitants of this 
northern region ſuffer from it, none u 
more to be lamented” than that of he 
ground being ſo much froren, as to make 
ir impoſſible to dig à grave for the iter 
ment of thoſe who die Ne 5 time; theit 
friends are obliged to keep therm above 
ground till a thaw comes, * they re- 
| tara the body to the duſt from hege i 
Came. | £ 


* = 
if « 573 17 
380 


18 
ay 


- You eee der thee 
chat the daily fight of ſo mourttfuf an db. 
ject as the bier of a departed kuſbund, mu 
Inevidhly lengthen out the Werbe EY 


* . Phi ger made WMab eee, 
ee wiruss 75 
Tenacious of its theme. 45h 


\ 11/4 wg 

To relatives; who:ofi 4 thi Py” | 
 _ duty to mourn the departed, ſoch 
ſcenes, 


74.1 
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ſcenes, by a protracted ſorrow, often draw 
life to its utmoſt verge, and at the funeral 
they are ſcarce more alive than the corpſe 
they bury... To.thoſe who,. without foeling 
a loſs, are yet led to contemplate, it often 
Ne ins es os N wane 


„ What ew r e add for what end? 
mae eee 


1 think you ih Ay ue win 
were L not ta relate to you the very ſtrange 


manner in which theſe; thoughts: affet-tho 
German; ſoldiers of our army. Lknow not 
whether, to call it ſympathy, or be any 


other name, but it ſtronghy cvitices iim 


connexion _— between To 
mind. | 


Dees 1 
or thirty at a eg will ig: their comverias 
tions relate to each catherꝭ that they ate ſuro 
they ſhall not live toiſee home again and 
are certain that they ſhall. very ſoon din: 
| . would 
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would you believe it, after. this they maps 
155 Fe s harm with el 


TIE nor children, ae 

e clog Ear a ee Al 2 
| 2 6 „ ene 
Nor can any — or n you can 
give them divert this ſettled ſuperſtition, 
which they as ſurely die martyrs to, "as 
ever it infects them. Thus it is that men, 
3 the dangers of battle ind 
of ſhipwreck without fear (for they u 
certainly as brave as any ſoldiers im the 
world), are taken off, a ſcore at a tie 
a mer phantom of their own brain. Thi 
wa circumſtance well known to every ole 
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In caſe of any deceaſe in the family of « | 
Canadian, the corpſe is depoſited in {ome | 
private chamber, but in our general Hof- 
pital there is a long room appropriated ſot 
that purpoſe. The ſuperintendant of this 
room, an apothecary, being ws a man *m_ 


Ras 
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of whimſical! ideas,” and à turn 'for the 
ludicrous, had placed the dead bodies” of 
theſe poor Germans in various poſtures, 
| ſome kneeling with books in their hands, 
others ſitting down 'with pipes in their 
mouths, many ſtanding ere& againſt the 
wall, and as they have their cloaths on, 
you ſcarcely at firſt imagine they are dead ; 
but upon a nearer approach, what with 
their long muſtaches, which are put in 
form, and their ghaſtly cbuntenance, you 
cannot picture to yourſelf - any thing 5 
horrible, yet at the ſame time ſo truly 
laughable and ridiculous. 6 


After whas Ibape related; you will moſt | 
probably agree with me, that the conſtitu- 
tion of England has not unwiſely declared 
vote and ſurgeons incapable of com- 
poſing a jury upon trials for capital offences 
though it excludes ſome few of them Who 
do honor to the profeſſion, by their gentle- 
neſs and humanity: yet T am fearful the 
major part of them would not join in the 
warmth that 'is- ſo * experienced, 

Vor. I. L in 
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in the generous and noble burſts of joy, 
that overwheims the order of our courts; 
of juſtice, when unprotected Innocence, 
eſcapes the arbitrary and revengeful proſe- 
eution of malice and power. I have heard 
ſurgeons, as an excuſe for the ſtrange want 
of feeling either brought on by the daily 
viſitation of fickneſs and pain, or which 

they poſſeſs from the apathy of their na- 
ture, ſay, 8 to feel much on 
the occaſion, it would diſable them from 
doing their duty. Strange argument this! 
and as contradictory to found ſenſe as true 
philoſophy, which might teach them gen- 
tleneſs in the manner, and firmneſs in the 
execution, For my own part, ſach is the 
ſituation of my mind, when I am indiſ- 
poſed; that I have fancied the affectionate 


ey Ol how do ye,” of the ſurgeon and apothe- 


cary, has done me as much good as their 
| drugs, or the performance of an operation 


in phlebotomy. Can any one conceive! it 
proper, when a youth of ſixteen has broke 
a leg, that the furgeon, while in doubt on 
the firſt viſit, ſhould, in the proſence of. 
his 


- 
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his patient, refuſe to ſearch whether a 
fracture had actually happened, becauſe Ar 
would make fuch a roarmg and a noiſe that” 
he ſhould not get it out of his head for 4 fort- 
night, and though the lad with fpirit aſ- - 
ſured him, that thoſe who were preſent 
had not ſeen him ſhed a tear; the ſurgeon, 
however, did not make the experiment, 
though I believe for a much better reaſon 
than he gave, which was that the leg was 
much ſwelled. Thus did a ſurgeon, while 
I was in England, treat our coufin B. 
lowering his ſpirits, leaving him three or 
four days in ſuſpenſe, whether his leg was 
broken or not, merely to ſhew how cool 
he could talk on a ſubject like that before 
him. Had he, inſtead of this. unfeeling 
excuſe, hut tenderly aſſured his patient, 
that it would put him to more pain to 
make the ſearch then, than at a future 
time, I ſhould have ſuppoſed it would have 
made his mind more eaſy, and been the 
means of preventing the acceſs of a feyer, 
always to be feared on theſe occaſions. 


A L 2 Io 
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In the hoſpitals, perhaps the mulejpli.! 
| city of caſes may plead an excuſe for little 
ceremony, but in private practice, here 

they are well paid, thus wantonly to wound 
the feelings of thoſe who are but in ill 
ſpirits, cannot add either to their r or 
practice. 1 
„Vou will TIER ere. this 3 1 1 
have ſtrayed from the wild ſcenes that ſur- 
round me, to laſh. the hardened profeſſors; 
of the Eſculapian art, but you too well 
; know that ſuch - things do exiſt, not to 
pardon my deviation. I ſhall therefore 

- conclude, with my ſincere wiſhes: that you 

may never have the misfortune to nn into 
en nee ind nin 6 9] 13398 
ny . ; 14261 


* Yours. be. 


. . 
py PET 


+ 


** 
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I. ET T E R xvl. f ble. 
Mel 
Montreal, e 27th, 'T 


wet) L "F 


MY DEAR: FRIEND, x AA 


& 363 


As is lms os riches inſpection 
of the enemy, I have been reſtrained 
from informing you of many things that it 
would otherwiſe have communicated. I 
embrace, therefore, the opportunity of an 
officer going to Quebec, in order that qu 
may receive this by the-firſt n ſails 

a for England. | | | en 


Since my laſt I have been again 3 4 
John's, where, notwithſtanding. the. ſeverity 
of the weather, the artificers and ſhip- 
wrights are all bufily employed. We have 
raiſed upon the Lakes, in addition to the 
force of laſt - ſummer, a curious veſlel, 
called a Radeaux, which formerly belonged | 

| L 3 to 
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to the French, and was ſunk by the 
Americans near this place : it is a caſtle of 
itſelf, of a monſtrous conſtructure, and will 
hold a great number of men; the is in- 
tended to convey the heavy artillery acroſs 
the Lakes. From the account, indeed, that 
we have received from ſome deſerters, the 
Americans do not intend to diſpute them, 
but wait our arrival at OBE Pt 


The partifon att St. John's has beim teh 
very alert moſt of the winter, as ſeveral 
parties of the enemy have come acrols the 
Lake upon fleighs, and having hovered 
about the woods, twice attacked the block- 
houſe on the oppoſite ſhore, their views, 
no doubt, were of deſtroying our fleet; 
but to render the ſhips more ſecure, the 
ice has been cut away for ſeveral yards 
round them, to prevent their bing i 
fire to, 


As I returned from St. Ine eg thy 
river, my attention was ſuddenly caught 


F 
0 , 
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ciſed the feelings, and employed the pen 


of a Sterne. 


When the river freezes over, the Cana. 
dians cut a ſquare hole in the ice, for the 
cattle to drink out of. I faw a drove of 
ſheep ſurrounding one of theſe holes : the 
whole flock looked moſt piteouſſy, and 
bleated with ſo mournful a lamentation, as 
would have pierced a heart of ſtone; one 
of them ſeemed infinitely more agitated 
than the reſt, and exhibited feelings that 
would have done honor to the moſt tender 
ſenſibility. Curiofity, concern, or what 
you will, led me inſtantly to the mouth of 
the hole, where a poor little lamb, not four 
days old, urged by extreme thirſt, had 
fallen in; it was ſtruggling for life, and 
ſent forth ſuch diſtreſsful cries My God, 
how my pulſe beat, and my breaſt was full, 
even to burſting !-—How often did ĩt get its 
little feet on flakes that ſeemed to promiſe 
it ſupport, and as often ſlipped back again 
into the water; now it ſeemed by ineffec- 
tual cxertions, anxious for life, and now 

L 4 hopeleſs 


! A 
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hopeleſs and deſpairing, lay inanimate 3 
it was ſome time before I could extricate 
it; do me juſtice, and gueſs my feelings till 
I had effectually ſaved its life. I took it 
up in my arms, and the whole flock fol- 
lowed me to the farm houſe. To deſcribe 
the mother's ſolicitude, and the joy at find-. 
ing it ſafe, js impoſſible; language can never 
betray what the imagination itſelf can 
ſcarcely paint. You who are poſſeſſed af 
ſympathy, and a tender regard for, the 
whole creation, which is perhaps the 
greateſt ornament of human nature, will 
eaſily believe the infinite pleaſure this little 
office of humanity afforded me. 


his is one of the many things in which 
the mind might be apt. to arraign the wif- 
dom of Providence, why nature ſhould give 
birth to ſuch tender creatures, at ſo rigo- 
rous a ſeaſon of the year, when to all ap- 
pearance they. require the utmoſt warmth 
to bring them to perfection. | 
Atv. 


4 
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A few days ſince. I went. to Verchere, to 


ſee ſome officers of the 24th regiment, which 
village 1s extremely pleaſant, commanding 
a very extenſive view both ways of the 
river, with a proſpe of this city. It derives 
its name from a circumſtance, wherein IP 
is proved that the fair ſex, upon emergen- 
cies, poſſeſs a courage equal, if not ſupe- 
rior to ours. In the year 1690, when this 
province was in a continual ſtate. of war- 
fare with the Indians, and the inhabitants 
were obliged to reſide in forts, it happened 
that a Madame de Vercbere was left alone 
in the fort, whilſt the reſt of the people 


were at work in the fields; a ſmall part 


of Indians gaining this intelligence, were 
determined to enter the fort, plunder it, 
and take her priſoner ; Madame de Vercbere, 
however, .. perceiving them approach in a 
poſture for ſcaling the paliſado, fired ſome 
muſquet ſhot, and drove them to a diſ- 
tance; they inſtantly returned, and were 
again repulſed, aſtoniſhed, you may be ſure, 
ſince they could only diſcover a woman, 
who appeared as undiſmayed as if ſhe. had 
been 


— 
- 
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been ſurrounded with a numerous garriſon. 
The Indians knowing the place was un- 
provided with any other defence, made 
ſeveral attempts, and were always repulſed 
by the lady, who defended herſelf in the 
fort, for near four hours, -with a valor and 


| preſence of mind which would have done 


Honour to an old warrior: they were at 


_ Tength compelled to retire entirely, as the 
inhabitants of the fort (who always went 


out to labour with their muſkets, in caſe of 
an attack) were returning, and greatly ſu- 
perior in number to the Indians. This was 
not the only inftance of this lady's cou- 
rage; for about +wo years after, a party of 


the lame Indians, but much more nume- 


eous, ſurprized and took priſoners the men, 
hen at work; a little girl happened to 
make her eſcape, who, running into the 
Fort, acquainted Madame de Vercbere of 
what had happened. 'Shortly after the In- 


t. beſides a young ſdldier-and a number of 
ary who raiſed moſt Jamentable eries 
— : | a 


dians appeared before the fort, leading the 
2 "There was not a ſoul left in 
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at the fight of their huſbands being led 
priſoners. In the midſt of this, Madame 
de Verchere loſt neither her courage nor 
preſence of mind, for after locking up the 
women, that their groans and weeping 
might not inſpire the Indians with addi- 
tional courage, and aſſuming the habili- 
ments of a ſoldier, ſhe fired a piece of can» 
non and ſeveral muſket ſhot, ſhewing here 
ſelf with her ſoldier, ſometimes in one re- 
doubt and ſometimes in another, always 
firing upon the approach of the Indians to 
the breaft-work, who did not make a fierce 
aſſault, as by her ſtratagem they ſuppoſed - 
there were many men in the garriſon. For- 
tunately for the lady, ſhe had not long to 
remain in this diſagroeable ſtate, for the 
Cbeualier de Cniſah, who was Governor of 
a ſmall fort at Chamblee, upon hearing the 
firing of cannan, came to the ſuccour of 
the place, and that fo ſuddenly, that the 
Indians were obliged to make a very pre- 
cipitate retreat, AY their pony be- 
hind than. 


0 . 
- . * 
- 
* . 


156 INTERIOR TRAVELS / 


This remarkable lady lived to a good old 
age, and died in Normandy, where there is 
a monument erected to her, with theſe two 
fingular inſtances of her fortitude and 
bravery. | 


One would imagine that this ſpot of Ver- 
chere was deſtined for the trial of fortitude 
and bravery in the fair ſex, to which 1 
might add conjugal affection. At this time 
a lady reſides here, noble by birth, in whom 
is united all the ſoftneſs and delicacy of her 
ſex, ever accuſtomed to thoſe elegancies 
and refined enjoyments which are attendant . 
upon high rank and fortune: ſhe has for- 
ſaken all the pleaſures of the gay and 
faſhionable world, to accompany her huſ- 
band to the wild foreſts of Canada; already 
travelled a vaſt extent of country, in dif-. 
ferent extremities of ſcaſon, and with dif- 
ficulties that an European will not eaſilyß 
conceive. . Such inſtances of connubial at- 
tachment, in the levity of the preſent day, 
are rarely to be met with; but that ſuch - 
characters do exiſt, and that the pleaſures 

Fl | and 


_— 
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and gaieties of the beau monde have not al- 
together vanquiſhed the ſocial virtues, is to 
be inſtanced in that pattern of her ſex, 
Lady Harriet Ackland, who has not only 
encountered the hardfthips already deſcribed, 
but upon joining the army, in addition to 
her former fatigues, had to attend her huſ- 
band upon his ſick bed, in a miſerable hut 
at Chamblee. -- A mind like hers, animated 
by love and affection, is alone n of | 


an ſuch ne. 


, General Phillips commands this garriſon, 
and, is much eſteemed by the officers of 
the army; he gives them as little trouble as 
poſſible, but will have them perform their 
duty, and ſeldom miſſes coming upon the 
parade in the morning. The following 
anecdote will give you a trait of his cha- 
rater, and ſhew: you. the method he has of 
gaining the eſteem of the officers: 


One evening ſeveral young officers of the 
— having made a little too free with 
the Tuſcan grape, and being high in 

5 blcod, 
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blood,” went to the houſe of a Canadian, 
the father of three very pretty daughters: 
it happened the young ladies were at home, 
andas they had frequently given ſome little 
encouragement to the officers, theſe young 
men thought themſelves warranted in tak- 
ing a few liberties with them; but, as the 
wine had deprived them of all ideas of re- 
ſtraint, they proceeded farther than the 
rules of decency or delicacy allow of, or 
than I chuſe to relate. In the midſt of 
this ſcene the father arrived, whoſe appear- 
ance added greatly to the confuſion, and 
the old gentleman making a general alarm 
and outcry, the ef cer were i” 6 
2 


The next morning a cm coat g 
was made to General Phillips, by the father 
of the young ladies, who faid that if he 
was not immediately redreſſed, he would 
ſet off for Quebec, and lay his complaint 

g | before General Carleton, at the fame time 
informing him who had: been the aggreſ- 
1 lors, adding, with ſome warmth, i ett 

©: 4 bien 


| 
| 
| 
| 

g 
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bien certain que ce bon General lui nd 
juſtice. | | y 


The General profeſſed himſelf extremely 
ſorry that ſuch a diſgrace ſhould have fallen 
upon the officers of that garriſon, and that 
he ſhould, for his own fake, render him all- 
the juſtice in his power, in order to wipe 
off ſuch a ſtigma from his own corps, 
which pacified the Canadian. | 


The next day being the General's levee, 
thoſe officers, who were now become con 
ſcious of their imprudent behaviour, did 
not abſent themſelves, leſt it ſhould argue 
guilt. After the General had made his 
bow of retirement to the levee, he deſired 
that the officers of the artillery would re- 
main, and the reſt of the company being 
departed, he addreſſed them i in the follow- 
ing manner: ä 


/ 


Gentlemen, I have had a very heavy 
complaint made to me by one of the in- 
2 n of ſome of the officers. of the 

A# 66 artillery, 
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«« artillery, and cannot but ſay I feel it 
* more forcibly, as commanding that corps 
«© —and of ſuch a nature too—Gallantry 
4 has ever marked the ſoldier's character, 


and I could allow you to uſe every per- 
* ſuafive argument that lays in your power, 
* but for Heaven's fake, don't uſe violence, 
that is beneath a man For my o.] 
“ part, I do not know who has been guilty 


«* of ſuch conduct, nor can I form the 


& leaſt idea of the perſon, unleſs it was 
« Capt. H—, (pointing to an old and in- 
* firm officer) I am ſure it could not be 
« any of the young gentlemen, certainly 
c their perſons and addreſs would have 
* enſured them ſucceſs. ' When you ſolicit 
the fair, violence becomes unneceſſary. 
« I neither know who the officers were, 
„ nor do I with to be informed; but let 
me adviſe them to purſue different means, 
« when they next addreſs the ladies, as 
they may reſt aſſured thoſe they have 
«adopted will never ſucceed. I only de- 
_ * fire that I may never hear of any more 


" _ complaints, nor need I ſuggeſt to 
«« thoſe 
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« thoſe gentlemen, who are conſcious of 
« having been concerned in this affair, that 
« jt is compatible with their characters, to 
« make every ſatisfaction and apology for 
« their conduct, to the father of the young 
« ladies 


I need ing olfgre, that 4 . had 

been the cauſe of this handſome reprimand 

of the General's, immediately went and 
made the required apology. Thus, by the 
natural politeneſs and addreſs of General 
Phillips, ended a buſineſs, which, under 

the cognizance of a more auſtere com- 
mander, might have been rendered fatal to 
the characters and fortunes of thoſe w uo 
had erred only in the moment of inebri- 


ation. 


Moſt of the inhabitants have large holes fp 
dug in their cellars, which they fill with | 
ice, and thoſe who have them are now 
laying it in for the ſummer. I am in- 
formed the heat is equally as predominant Ns. 
as the cold is at preſent, and were it not 
Vor. I. SE for 
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for the ice cellars, they could not keep their 
proviſions ſweet a day. At this ſeaſon of 
the year, the inhabitants have very little 
trouble in going to market; having only 

the article of eggs and butter to purchaſe, 

for as ſoon as the froſt ſets in, they gene- 
rally purchaſe what proviſions they think 
will ferve them till it breaks up, not only 
fieſh and fowl, bat even fiſh, for they make 
Holes in the ice, and let down nets five or 
fix fathom lon g/ which ſeldom are drawn 
up empty, and theſe articles, when brought 
for fale, are frozen as hard as a ſtone ; the 


... proviſions being laid in fo long before they 


have occaſion to uſe them, are always ten- 
der. When they want to dreſs any thing, 


it is 18 into a pail of cold water before 


the fire, otherwiſe the water would ſoon be 
congealed ; in about an hour, whatever 
kind of proviſion is put in thaws, and be- | 
'comes fit for ule. | 


The lower clafs of Canadians are exceed- 
ingly inſolent, and inſult the officers upon 
every. occaſion; their behaviour would be 
25 inſuf- 


- 
— * 
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inſufferable, did they® not now and then 
get ſeverely chaſtiſed. Was I induced to 
hazard an opinion as to the cauſe of this, 
I ſhould attribute it to the very great in- 
dulgence ſhewn to them by General Carle- 
ton; they imagine it is only to lay their 
complaints, however abſurd, before him, 
and be redreſſed, according to the ſtory 
they tell him. The following is the beſt 
ſpecimen I can give you, in confirmation 
of my aſſertion : | 

As Colonel Carleton was diving his 
cariole, with a lady in it, upon the ice, a 
Canadian drove his ſleigh defignedly againſt 
the Colonel's cariole, by which it was 
overſet and much damaged: upon this the 
Colonel gave him a moſt ſevere horſe- 
whipping, which the Canadian bore very 
patiently, ſaying, with a flight ſhrug, 
Foutttez donc Monſieur, juſques a ce ue vous 
foyezs fatigus, mais Je vous aſſure je me'n 
plaindrai au General Carleton. The Colo- 
nel then encreaſed his flagellation „telling 
3 him 
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him at the ane time, e 
Hunk neee cet fon Fido qui- 
So - vous A furt. The Canadian hearing this, 
1 and preſuming he ſhould then obtain tio 
ſubmiſſive, and was glad to make the beſt of 
his eſcape, by ſlinking away and drawling 
out, Que fl eut ſu que Cetoit le frore du bun 

General, il A auroit pas fait cela pour tout au 


This little anecdote, while it convinces 
you what great lengths theſe plebeianꝭ go, 
when they imagine themſelves. protected, 
will afford you an example of that mean- 
neſs ever attendant upon vulgar and baſe 
minds, when a-proper chaſtiſement is be- 
ſtowed upon them, for ſuch ng * 
_y audacity. 
I am juſt informed there is an opportu- 
nity of ſending letters to Quebec, from 
whence this will ſoon · reach you 


** 
. — . 


With 
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With my ſincere withes e en 
and n „ts 


LETTER, n 


1 ee mth 


wwe * 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Agne ow in duly hopes of the 
froſt's breaking up, and every one is 
anxious and impatient to hear from his © 
friends, do not let me meet with a diſap- 


pointment, : 


Being defirous to viſit every place worthy 
of notice, I went to Chamblee, where are 
the remains of a fort, formerly built by the 
French, for what purpoſe they are the beſt 
judges: it is faid their intention was to 
| M's: prevent 


'”5 
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prevent an army entering Canada: 1tiss 
| fituated, than an army can march by Le 
Praire and La Chine,' take Montreal, and 
then turn their whole force againſt the fort, 
which would be thus cut off from any 
relief. This has been clearly evinced this 
| war, when General Preſcott, with ſeveral 
companies, were taken priſoners in it, 


Ihe fort is built of ſtone, of a regular 
ſquare, with four baſtions at each angle, 
without any out-works, and is ſituated 4 
few miles from the morntains which I have 
already deſcribed ; from its ſituation I can 
neyer ſuppoſe it otherwiſe. than intended 
as a magazine for ſtores and Wen to 
ſupply St. Jahn 8. Pl 


| About three miles from the fort. are 2 
rapids, which prevent ſhipping going up 

to St. John's; there is a ſaw-mill there, 
and it being the firſt of the kind I ever ſaw, 
I was particular in my examination of it, 
After the owner had given me every neceſ- 
oF information, I alked him which Go- 
: vernment 
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vernment he- preferred, when he exclaimed, 
0h! Monjieur, il n'y d paint de comparaiſon,.. 
I Anglois  Anglois | and then related a cir- 
cumſtance, which no doubt you will fay 
cafried a powerful reaſon for the poor old 
man's giving us the preference, and affords 
another proof how much the Canadians 
were oppreſſed by the French. 


There was a cuſtom, which is continued 
for the repair of roads, tranſporting pro- 
viſions, and other ſervices for Government, 
called a corv?e; it is in the breaſt of the 
Captains of the Militia to nominate ſuch 
2 number of inhabitants to go with horſes 
and carts upon that duty, 


At the time Lord Amherſt was expected 
to enter Canada, acroſs Lake Champlain, 
the French were continually ſending ſup- 
plies of ammunition and proviſions to 
Chamblie and St. John's, and the inhabi- 
tants, as well as their cattle, were almoſt 
worked and harraſſed to death, by the op- 


M 4 preſſion 


4 
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preſſion and e Captains of 
Militia. | | 


Before the campaign SORES te 
ral Montcalm went to St. John's and 
Cbamblie, to ſee that thoſe garriſons were 
in a perfect ſtate of defence, when the 
poor peaſants aſſembled in a body round 
him, and fell on their knees to tell their 
grievances. - The man who owned the ſaw- 
mill told the General he was willing to 
ſerve le Grand Monarque, but he had been 
much oppreſſed; that his harveſt and plan- 
tation had been neglected, and his family 
almoſt ruined and ſtarving; and, to add to 
his misfortunes, que le deux ſeuls chevaun 
qui lui reſtoient etoient morts de fatigue la 
weille : to which the General, ,inſtead of 
© comforting and redreſſing the poor old mam 
with a very ſtern look, and at the ſame 
time twirling his craix de St. Louis, replied; 
| Mais vous en avez les peaux, c Ceft beaucoup, 


Padgett 


yy 0 
Among 
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Among the various amuſements we en- 
joyed while away this long winter, I forgot 
to mention that ſkating is one, which thoſe 
who are fond of that diverfion are amply 
indulged in, there being ſuch a conſtancy 
and large extent of ice. There are ſeveral 
officers in the regiment, who being exceed - 
ing fond of it, have inſtituted à ſkating 

club, to n diverſion and FP 


The Canadians a 5 the ee 
the Dutch, and exceedingly faſt, but the 
Indians dart along like lightning. Some 
years ſince, for a conſiderable wager, three 
Indians ſet off from this place at day light, 
and before dark arrived at Quebec, which 
is 60 leagues; their fatigue, however, was 
fo great, that two expired ſhortly after 
their arrival, the third did not _ 
above-a wee 


| In this e there is no e 
autumn, and as the froſt is daily expected : 


exerciſe. General Carleton is come to re- 
view 


to break, the troops are kept in continual ,. 
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view the different regiments; but the:ſnow 

is ſo deep upon the ground, they are exer- 
Ciſed and to be reviewed on the ice, Which 
you would naturally think extremely dan- 
gerous, and that the men would ſlip and 
do one another miſchief with their bayo- 
nets; but ſuch is the power of the ſun at 
this time, that during the day it thaws the 
ſurface, which freezing again at night, 
forms 'a kind of ſmall ice, affording a 
ſteady footing, added to which, all the ice 
oppoſite the city is covered with looſe 

ſtraws blown from the dung. The foil 
being ſo. extremely prolific, they have no 
occaſion. for manure, and therefore bring 
it in fleighs upon the ice, to be carried 
away when it breaks up. 


There are many unpleaſant duties at- 
tending an officer, but none more ſo than 
fitting upon a court-martial. A few days 
ago, being upon that duty, I felt myſelf 
much diſtreſſed, as being the junior officer, 
and of courſe the firſt to paſs ſentence, but 
Was Joon releaſed from that painful taſk, 


ns 


- 


THROUGH AMBRICA., 171 

the culprit eſcaping a puniſhment, by his 
blunt oddity. + The crime for which he 
were tried; and for which he had been twice 
puniſhed before, was that of drunkenneſs 
and diſorderly behaviour, which being upon 
this occaſion clearly proved, he was aſked 
by the Prefident what he had to-ſay in his 
defence. He replied, - © Oh! and plaiſe 
« your Honors, I have nothing to ſay, but 
* to ſave your Honors and the Court any 
further trouble, you may ſet me down 
« two hundred, I'm ſure your Honors will 
« think that enough.” The droll and 
ſimple manner in which the fellow ſpoke, 
accompanied with his diale&, occaſioned a 
ſmile upon every one preſent. After he 
was ordered to withdraw, the Court were 
of opinion, that as the man was in other 
teſpects a good ſoldier, his whimſical man- 
ner ſhould in this inſtance ſave him a 
puniſhment ; when, being called in, and 
receiving a ſevere reprimand from the Pre- 
ſident, and his promiſing never to be guilty 
of the like again, he was diſmiſſed. After 
thanking * Court for their lenity, he ſaid, 

66 Since a 


-/ 
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. Sinec as your Honors have been {b goed 
2 to me, nnn fix monthe, 
directly I get home.” As yourwill ne 
ean be applied in this inſtance, I will ex- 
plain it to you: it is a cant word that the 
foldiers have among them, when they wiſh 
to refrain from liquors; they take an dat 
that for ſuch a limited time they will not 


ſtrongly addicted to liquor, nothing enn 


tempt them to taſte any. Perhaps you will 
fay; it would not be amiſs if the 7 
Hometimes followed their example. 


It is incredible to think what » dhe : 

2 few days makes at this ſeaſon of the year, 
About fix days after our regiment was re- 
viewed; the ſnow began to thaw, and is 
no totally diſſolved, except where there 
has been great drifts, and the ice along the | 
banks has ſuch great chaſms, that the river 
18 now unſafe to paſs over. The center, 
where the rapids had thrown. up the ice, 
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every now.and then” breaks, with 4 nei 
* Nl Em on wry 


11. eee W n 
is in this country, you can almoſt perceive 
the graſs grow; the ſnow has not been 
gone many days, and the fields are entirely 
green, which can only be attributed to the 
ground's being continually covered with 
ſnow, which nouriſhes and preſerves the 
blades with ſuch a warmth, that when the 
ſun, which eyen now is extremely power- 
ful, can come at it, it brings Ae 


very rapidly. 


The rods are almoſt impaſſable, but I 
am informed that in the courſe of a fort- 
night they will be a4 dry and duſty, as n 
the wil of: gpnere- 1 


u out of. the ole coammla Past 
aux Trembles, on the right hand ſtands a | 
ſtately old houſe; which was built by a 
perſon, who, after many 'diſappointments. 
And loſſes in trade, with the moſt unremitting 


* 
= » 
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and indefatigable induſtry, had Grape tow. 
gether a plentiful fortune, and as an allu- 


fion to the particulars of his life, had carved 

over his front door the figure of a dog 
gnawing a large fleſhy bone, with. this 
whimſical n 11 78 - 6? 


5th . A iy 
Sans en perdre un ſeul marreau : e 
Le temps wiendra, qui oft pas ene | 
OP? Hate" 


The great deren of ang l is now 
over, and the inhabitants are getting ready 
their calaſhes, for they are equally as fond 
of driving i in den as in their. carioles, 


I uam told there is Rll a isse N 
but ſeveral people loſe their lives, both be- 
fore the river freezes over and when the 

ice breaks up, by being too adventurous in 
crofling it, a ſhocking inſtance of * 


a Aron three A . 


Acroſs tha chaſms made by the ice in 


breaking up, which ſometimes are five or 


a _ . 6 8 , 
of - 
* 1 * * 
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ſix yards wide, a bridge of planks is thrown; 
a cariole paſſing over one of theſe, in which 
were two perſons, the horſe proving unruly, 
drew it over the fide, and they fell down | 
the chaſm near forty feet, where they re- 
mained a little time, it being narrow at the 
bottom, and though every affiſtance was 
inſtantly had, no relief could be afforded, 
as before the ladders and ropes could be let 
down to them, the weight of the horſe and 
cariole broke the ice at the bottom, and 
they were all carried away by the current. 


I could not help thinking of the poor 
lamb in the fame ſituation, and lamented 
the ſtriking difference between the deſpair 
of a whole anxious flock for the loſs of a 
young one, and that buſtling | coldnefs 
which diſgraced humanity, at the ſudden 
and unexpected death of a man. bl 


The cloathing for the er not being 
ſent out laſt year, and as it will be too late 
to fit it to the men when it arrives, the 
mn officers of the different regi- 


ments 
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ments have received orders to reduce the 
men's coats into jackets, and their hats into 
caps, as it will be the means of repair 
their preſent cloathing, and be more con- 
venient for wood ſervice, that when the 
army take the field, they will in a manner 
be all light infantry. The regiments have 
the hair that is affixed to their caps of fif-. 
ferent colors; ours is red, and as the pureſt 
white hair takes the beſt color, ſeveral ſol- 
diers, ambitious to have - theirs ſuperior to 
the reſt, occaſioned a very ludicrous afra; 
betwixt them and the inhabitants, in whieh 
the ſoldiers were worſted, and got 2 ſevere 
beating. "3, * 


They went into a field, to the number 
of abont twenty, and began to cut the hair 
from the bottom of the cow's tails : the 
owner obſerving this, aſſembled his neigh» 
bours and fell upon the ſoldiers with ſticks, 
when a ſcuffle enſued, and the ſoldiers re» | 
buried home with broken heads. 7 


+ 4 Fd 9 1 
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to the Major of the cagiment, 
who aſked them if they hed on their ſider 
arms, when replying in the negative, he 
told them how glad he was they; had got a 
beating; chat they ould always be Warn, 
being — 28 HOP 
to an officer. a! dne 38 


2 


Twa that had Leen ſererely beaten, made : $ 


| Theinbabinabag. that the winter has 2 


been quite mild to what the laſt yas, and 
if ſo, their hard winters muſt he terribly 


cold; that in general the froſt ſeldom = 


breaks till the end of this month, and 
ſometimes May ; and as a proof of its 
mildneſs; ſeveral. nations of Indians have 
nenen 


| It in a pity er alle cannot be dic 
penſed with, as they will not he reſtrained; = 
they are abſolutely neceſſary in this woody 
country, and eſpecially as the enemy have 
ther, i and 
1 really helieve ſo much miſchief will not 


enſue, as if only * 
Vox. I. N 
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WT” EN Theſe on dur fide! ill be f 2 
n wry the Americans, as tinge 

not nw en * wee 1 


N 1291] Fg IF 

be bee of thi Indus lte 60 
e Ge pee a been ant 
be ſides with that party which will make 
. e 1 5 2e 1 - 


3 — 


„ l is abſolutely neceſſary t to long il 
with them, for though there is ſuch u 
amazing tract of country in'poſſeſſion/of 
Europeans, it is nothing when put in 

competition with the unknown tract t 
extends to the weſtward. And though the 
ladians ares much depopulated, ſtill the) 
are a very numerous race of people; it is 

| altogether unknown where many nations 

" are' ſettled,” nor could it be aſcertained/any__ 

ſuch exiſted, were it not for ſtraggling In- 
dians en to: ee that are 

dart wth c 
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to them: They come every year to Mon- 
treal, to what is called the fair, when 
ſeveral hundreds of them aſſemble, and are 
exceedingly. troubleſome to the inhabitants, 

they receive preſents to keep them peace- 
able, and in league of friendſhip; it is in- 
credible what immenſe ſums it annually 

coſts Government for that purpoſe. e. 


Cen bade ines het c 
Quebec, and as I ſend this by one of his 
Aid-de-Camps, who is going to England, 
and who has ſent his ſervant for my letters, 
1 am obliged to ' conclude haſtily, with 
aſſuring you, that you ſhall hear from me 
by every TORN! and remain, 


| 1 


| Your, Ra. 


130 in+iiior rhkaverit 


1 TIT R Vn. 
. 


MV DEAR. FRIEND, 


N97 having had a boy * vou 

theſe ſix months, it is impoſſible to 
expreſs the pleaſure yours gave me. = | 
ſincerely rejoice that your ealth is re- 
eſtabliſhed, and pe it will * con- 


tinue ſo. 


Vou hint in yours, that great events are 
expected in the courſe of the enſuing cam- 
paign, and that the operations of the two 
armies will nearly terminate this unfortu- 
nate conteſt. As to our army, I can only 
ſay, if good diſcipline, joined to health and 
great ſpirit amongſt the men, with their 
being led on by General Burgoyne, who is 
univerſally eſteemed and reſpected, can en- 

5 ; fure 
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ſure ſueceſs, it may | be expected; but, as I 
obſerved before, we have more dangerous 
enemies at home, than any we have to en- 
counter abroad, for all tranſactions that are 
to take place are publicly known, long be- 
fore they are officially given out in orders, 
and I make no doubt but you will be as 
much ſu rprized as the General was, when 
I tell you 12 0 the whole operations of the 
enſuing campaign were canvaſſed for ſe- 
veral days before he arrived, who no doubt 
ſuppoſed, that in giving out his orders he 
Was communicating 5 an entire ſecret. | 


If, therefore, there are people 10 office, 
ſo imprudent as to communicate any pub- 
lic r no doubt the numerous 
agents and well-wiſhers to the Americans | 
will not be negligentin gaining continualand 
unmediate information, As intelligence i is 
the main ſpring of every movement in an 
army, the Americans will have a great 
vantage, and what 1 will add conſiderably to to 
that advantage, is the great ſecrecy 2 


ohſerye, and the utter obe to ob 
N z "tain 


| 
| 
/ 
N 
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tain the leaſt intelligence of any of thei 
deſigns, while they are previouſly acquaint 
ed with every one of ours, 
About three 6 ago the river broke s 
up, which was accompanied with a. moſt 
aſtoniſhing noiſe: it happened in the night, 
and you, muſt judge how ſtrange it muſt. 
appear, after being uſed to ſee, for ſuch a 
length of time, fo ſpacious a body of ice, 
with horſes, carriages, and men travelling 
on -it, chan ged to a beautiful river, with 
a number of ſhips and boats failing on 
rowing 1185 it. | 1 
The country wears quite a new face, 
and ſummer is come all at once. The in- 


habitants are now buſily employed on their 


farms, and every thing appears a ſcene of 
buſtle and induſtry, after ſuch a length of 
time paſſed in dull eres e 


The army is now in movement to take 
the field; the advanced corps are already 


encamped at Boucherville, and were re- 


viewed 
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viewed by General Burgoyne a few days 
ſince. I accompanied ſeveral officers to ſee 
them, who had never ſeen 1500 military 
men aſſembled together. As to the bat- 
talions of the light infantry and grenadiers, 
ſuch a body of men could not be raiſed in a 
twelvemonth, ſearch England through. 
The line of the advanced corps extended a 
mile; they performed, excluſive of the 
common manceuvres, ſeveral new ones cal- 
culated for defence in this woody country, 
and the General was pleaſed to expreſs his 
approbation in the warmeſt terms, with 
regard to the high diſcipline of the men. 
They proceed in a few days to St. John's, 
and from thence they are to go upon the 
Lake, as far as the river La Cole, where 
they are to encamp, till the main.body of | 
the army is put in motion. = 10 


I was much pleaſed at a little -cliteſſ: 
and attention of that amiable woman, Lady 
Harriet Ackland—Exclufive of the excel- 
lent qualities that had already endeared her 
to the officers of the grenadiers (which 

e corps 
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corps Major Acklind commands) e 
thought proper to expreſs a ſenſe of their 
attention to her (and who could be inat- 


tentive ?) by ſome little preſent; ſo a fem 


days before the officers took the field, ſbe 
ſent each of them, (thirty in number) half 
of a large Cheſhire cheeſe, which was nd 
ſuch ſinall preſent as you may imagine, 
Englith cheeſe being then a dollar per 


pound; and perhaps it may not ooc,.ỹ e 


you, there is no preſent you can ſend to an 
European abread, ſo great as good Cheſhire 
cheeſe. If you ſhould be inclined to fend 
me one, and this is no ſmall hint, let me 
deſire you to encloſe it in lead, und then i 
Horfe- Hair, the former 'to preſerve thi 
moiſture, and the latter as the only ſuſe- 
guard againſt the amazing large rats "that 
are in ſuch great abundance. in * all 
ſhips, | | 


A Ach pleaſed i me ie DC | 
er in which the inhabitants kept 'Holy 
Thurſday, which they term La Fete Dieu. 


On the — procetling that day, I could 
pot 
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were bringing cat loads of ſmall firs into 
the cityz but judge how great was my ſur· 
prize in the morning. when I went to the 
parade, to find the ſtreets ſwept as clean 
as poſſible, theſe trees ſtuck in the ground 
on cach ſide, — that their 


it was intended for =. 2 | 
great feſtival. 


About eleven o'clock the proceſſion be- 
gan from the great Church, which extended 
near half a mile in length. All the prin- 
cipal Clergy, the Friars of the different 
Convents, with a large band of muſic at- 
tending in the center of the procuſſion. 
under a canopy af primſon velvet, ſup- 
ported by fix Prieſts, the High Prieſt car» 
ried the Hos , upon a Bible, covered with 
z white napkin, and before him two men 
bore a arge baſket full of flowers, which 
plices ; for others, with dilver chalices, 


ae eee | 
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were continually waſting the incenſe to. . 


wards the Hoſt, the people at the ſame time 
finging Anthems. In this manner the pro- | 
ceflion went through moſt "of the\ſtreety 
in the city, and thoſe who met it fell ind 
Rantlyon their knees; thoſe who remained 
in their houſes, came to the windows and 
did the fame. I cannot but ſay it wa a 
| pleaſing fight, and could not help thinking 
but it muſt be magnificent indeed, in thoſe 
countries Where the Roman Catholic is the 
eſtabliſhed alt 1 


We were apprized of ſome cunt 
from an order given the day preceding by 
General Phillips, but had no idea of ſteing 
ſuch a ſpectacle. There having been ſeve* 
ral diſputes in Roman Catholic countries, 
concerning the reſpect that the military 
ſhould pay the Hoſt, when paffing by, his 
Majeſty, a few years ago, iſſued out a gene- 
ral order for that purpoſe, which General 
Phillips gave out in orders as follows 
« As to-morrow there will be a great pro- 
60 ' ceflion through the city, I need not in- 

« form 
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form the officers of the reſpe& and at- 
« tention his Majeſty has required ſhould 
« be paid the Hoſt, when paſſing. The 
% non-commiſſioned officers are defired to 
« be particular in informing the men, that 
** when the Hoſt is going by, they are to 
« front it, and behave in a decent and re- 
« ſpectful manner, to pull off their hats, 
« and remain in that ſituation till the pro- 
« ceſſion has paſſed. Any complaint that 
a eee on rank. jon 
4 with the wed rae nan 


Wend tad: this iy, v6 ei the 
advanced corps at the river La Cole." Situ- 
ated as I muſt be; | confined - to the com- 


manded by Lord Peterſham, you cannot 


of the different actions that my happen, 
or a particular account of the ſiege of Ti- 
conderoga. I ſhall however inform you of 
every thing that comes under my own ob- 


events, 


pany; which I am proud in ſaying is com- 


expect the whole detail of the manœuvres 


ſervation, and give you my opinion of 


4 
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a. 
1 foot Ati zie rot 


The <fticers * the eld ar gra 
rm in gegend 40 horſes to 
port their baggage, when they quit the 
Lakes; thoſe for the aſe of Worn: 

Wand ben ahar anal ar Ab | 
uncertain, as they are liable to be taken by 
dhe enemy; It is quite a hazard, but u- 
ther than be diſtreſſod when I get to Ti- 
conderoga, I have riſqued ſending mine, 
with ſome others, through. the woods; if 
they arrive ſaſe it will be a vaſt convenir 
onde; if not, I ſhall be compelled to ſend 

back my baggage, and er | 

| nage and a knapſagk! 


Should any misfortune attend the cattle 
intended for Gavernment, it will greatly 
retard the, army, provided the Americans 
| ſhould abandon Ticonderaga;; at all events 
it will impedde us in ſame meaſure, i it 
III he ſeveral * after the e 

er 
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dere before the horſes arrive, and you may 
eaſily conceive an army cannot move with- 
out its WHOA and ane 


Another great Liſidvintage which we 
experience in the proſecution of this war, 
and which the Americans avoid is, that we 
have to tranſport all our proviſtone with 
us, whereas they have magazines - ſtored 
with great abundance, every thirty or forty 
miles; where, in caſe any diſaſter attends 
their army, the loſs of their proviſions is 
eaſily recruited... But if any ſuch event 
ſhould happen with us, - we ſhould be 
obliged to make a ſtand at' ſome ſtrong 
poſt, till proviſions. could- be fent from 
Canada. 


Added-to this, the Americans are by 
much our ſuperiors at wood- fighting, be- 
ing habituated to the woods from their in- 
fancy. Ott ſucceſs in any engagement 
müſt preatly reſt on the bayonet, the great 
utility of 'which Getteral Burgoyne pointed 
ont in un ortler a few days fihce, Arohgly 
recom- 
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recommending the officers to n 
that idea into dhe minds af the men. 5 * 


Aber I leave this city, you WG 2 ; 
expect to hear from me ſo regularly as 
you have lately. But you may reſt af. 


ſured, I ſhall embrace every opportunity of 
letting you know I am not yet food for the | 


| | Yours, Ke. 


N | — vs Lg 
, | i "i, | 11.1. 1 * 
LETTER XIX- 95 


Amel, May 26th, 177. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, _''., }. 


U 


„ 


FEW hw ſince. I was 0 to dine 
1 with Captain Frazer, Who is ſuper- 
intendant over the Indians, and who. gave 
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of the diſhes were only to ſet off the table, 
there being ſuch things there as very few _ 
of the company could partake of ; we had 
the leg of a bear, indeed, which was ſalted, 
and far exceed in flavor a leg of pork; 


another «diſh, which though deemed a great 


rarity with you, is not-eſteemed ſuch here, 
a very fine haunch of veniſon. To tell 
you the truth, I really made my repaſt of 
what Monfieur Roberdeau, of Quebec, hinted 
to me, of the * 


e there 
came into the room a great number of 
Indians, (and amongſt them one very old) 
who not having much ceremony, and ſeeing 
the bottles and glaſſes on the table, would 
drink. with us, and began to be extremely 
troubleſome, when Capt. Frazer interfered, 
and to ſhew you the controul he has over 
them, (the inſtant he ſpoke, they. quitted 
the room, but not without a preſent, for 
I did not underſtand: the Indian language, | 
but as I n - and as he afterwards told 


8 44; na - 
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us he was obliged to order his ſervant to 
give him a bottle of ruin. 117! ga 1551 


e ws has FN vid 6f thefts 
lad elde ind the abs Mee e 
Capt. Frazer ſaid, Gentlemen, I obſerved 
| you all took notice of that old Indian, 

| which the company acquieſcing in, he told 
ny ar an d 


dnnn 


f rb: 
That Indian, faid he, is Hh a 
nation, who are converted to Chriſtianity, 
and who, being attached to the French, had 
| Hatred to Chriſtians carried them to c 
exceſs of fury, murdering and tormenting 
to death, without any regard to ſex or age, 
every one that had the misfortune to ff 
into their hands. To eſcape the fury of 


the Ir9quois, the whole nation of the Higen- 
quins were determined to fight their way to 
che French, in which ſtruggle the women 
took no inconſiderable ſhare, but inobly | 
teſiſted their enemies on this occaſion, when 

| ; it 


7 
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it ſo happened, that the mother of that old 
n was taken priſoner, | 


The Iroquais carried ber to ane af their 
villages, ripped her naked, bound her hand 
and foot in one of their cabins, and in that 
ſtate ſhe remained far ten days, the ſavages 
ſleeping round every night. The eleventh 
night, when they were all afleep, ſhe diſ- 
engaged herfelf from the ropes they had 
bound her with and fled into the foreſt. 
The ſecond day after her eſcape, her faot- 
eps were perceived by the Iraquois who 
were in ſearch of her, and they purſued 
her with ſuch expedition, that the third 
day ſhe diſcovered them cloſe at her heels: 
the inſtantly plunged into 2 pond of water 
that was near her, and diving among ſome 
weeds and bulruſhes, juſt kept her head 
above water, ſo as to breathe, and by this 
ſtratagem eſcaped from her Pn who, 
after making a moſt diligent - ſearch, went 
away the courſe they thought (he — 
take. When night came on, ſhe left her 
fituation, and TY to _ 

Vor. I. 
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ſhe. perceived the ſavages had taken, by 
which means this poor creature wandered 
through the woods for five and thirty days, 
without any other ſuſtenance than roots 
and wild berries. At length [ſhe came to 
the river St. Laurence, and not perceiving 
any canoe along the ſhore, made a kind of 
wicker raft, on which ſhe croſſed the river, 
and had paſſed by Montreal, not knowing 
well in what part of the river ſhe wWus, 
when, perceiving a canoe full of ſavages, 
and fearful leſt they might be Trogubis, ſhe 
again ran into the woods, and remained till 
ſun- ſet, when ſhe directed her courſe to 

Montreal. Within a mile of the city, ſnie 
was difcovered by a party whom ſhe knew 
to be Algonquins; when they approached 
her, . ſhe ſquatted down behind a + buſh, 
calling out to them that ſhe was. not in a 
condition to be ſeen, as ſhe. was naked; 
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one of them then threw her a blanket;-aid 


conducted her into the fort. After Capt. 
- Frazer had related his ſtory, he told us 
this old Indian took great pleaſure in telling 
it to every one, at the ſame. time expreſſing 
8421 oY the 
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grin 2705 g h '1 


We had barely drank. 5 glaſſes, after | 
Captain Frazer had finiſhed his narration, 
when the Indians returned, upon a pre- 
tence of buſineſs to him, which was no 
other | than that of procuring more rum, 
which Captain Frazer refuſing, them, they 
grew extremely troubleſome, and . what, 
with the liquor they had already drank, 
were much beyond any controul, for they 
paid no attention to Captain Frazer, who, 
finding he could not pacify, or any way 
get rid of them, made us an apology, and 
the We * . | | 


On my return ae mentioning FEARS | 
landlord -what I had. heard concerning the 
Traquats, he ſaid, Monſieur, les Iroquors ſont 
le plus ſauvage et frauduleux de tout, and re- 
lated the ſad. cataſtrophe of a Miſſionary, 
one Father Fogues, who reſided a little be- 
low. Trois Rivieres: imagining he had made 
great ! in converting them to Chriſ- 
0 2 0 tianity, 


2 1 85 
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tianity, during a ſhort interval of peace, 


was willing to ſpread his doctrine amongit 
the remote of the Iroquois ; for that pur- 
poſe, he ſet out with four Indians, and a 
young Frenchman as His ſervant; he hal 
not paſſed Trois Rivieres above à league, 


when his four ſavage guides abandonett 


them: yet ſuch was his enthuſiaſm and 
cbnfidenee of having wrought upon them 
fo fir that his perſon was in ſafety, be 
would not return, but travelled on, and at 
the very firſt Togu village he and his 
ſervant came to, he was too fatally on- 


vinced of his error, for they were ſeized, 
{tript, feourged, buffeted, and trekted 1 


| priſoners of war. At this ſudden change 


the good Father was in great amazement, 


and began (for he could ſpeak their lan- 


guage) to expoſtulate with all the powers 
of eloeution, which were of no avail, and 


the only favor that his eloquence could 


procure him was, that inſtead of burning 
him and his companion alive, they hu- 
manely condefeended to behead them with 


2 hatchet. After my landlord had fnihed 
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the ory, he ſaid, with great warmth and 

indignation, Monfieyr, ler Iroquois out frau- 

duleus comme” le Diable, et en woyagent J 0 

toujours crainte de it rencontre; and, from 

the ory he had related, you will no doubt 

S * 
3.3 


I am, yours, &c. 


— 


LETTER. XX. 


aue, May . m. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


REFORE I lee this city, though. 
there is not much leiſure time on my 
hands, I ſhall communicate to you the 
fruit of wy enquiries (to which I have 
applied myſelf this winter) reſpecting the 

advantage England qo from Canada. 
Dig: 1 
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It Was 2 complaint, and perhaps not 
without foundation, that Canada never en- 
riched France, and that none of its inha- 
bitants' acquired the leaſt fortunes, but the 
Indian traders. As it was not the fault 
of the country, which has many ſtaple 
commodities, from which a ſource of wealth 
might be derived, whence then is to be at- 
tributed this cauſe? Firſt, from the con- 
tinual ſtate of warfare this province has 
been in from its very firſt ſettlement; to 
the oppreſſiveneſs of the government, and 
the rapaciouſneſs of the clergy ; from which 
cauſes (except thoſe enterprizing people 
who embark'in the fur trade) the inhabi- 
tants not having 2 2 ſtimulative motive, were 
content with a mere exiſtence, and if a 
Canadian could but pay his tithes and duties 
to his prieſt, and lay up a little to enjoy 2 
long tedious Nr his bappineſd * 
e e | 


” * 8 
. af „ 


| But the ſcene is now reverſed ; all over 
the province there are faw and griſt-mills, 
ad the Canadians are now enriching them- 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, by exporting lumber and grain to 
the Weſt Indies and the other provinces. 
As I obſerved before, it was not the fault 
of the country, for to perſons induſtriouſly 
inclined, this country has many advan- 
tages, as after they have tilled their ground 
in autumn, from that time till the middle 
of April and the beginning of May, when 
they ſow their crops, they have to cut down 
timber, and to ſaw it for building, ſhipping, - 
and other uſes, ready for exportation when 
the froſt breaks up. Another great advan- 
tage this country . poſſeſſes, is the quick 
vegetation ; for the crop that is ſown in 
May ſprings up, grows to perfection, is 
cut down e eee the 


e $4 


Without asd che hardſhips and 
difficulties they were expoſed to, the Indian 
trader was always looked upon with an en- 
vious eye: but now, as they are not liable 
to the rapacity of ſtate and clergy; but en- 
joy all the privileges of our happy conſti- 


tution, their induſtry is very great, and 
| O4 | thoſe 
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thoſe winters that uſed to be ſpent in feaſts 
ing and pleaſure, is now employed to more 
uſeful purpoſes, and an Indjan trader i ig net 
W much be . a | 


Daily experience ſhews, 1 this. pro- 
vince ig capable of producing more re- 
ſources than one. What motiyes of policy 
could it be in the French to keep the Ca- 
nadians in ſuch a Rate of oppreſſion? It 
ſhould ſeem that France was ſufficientlx 
proud in having this vaſt territory antiexed  - 
to its crown, and content with the produce 
of the fur trade. But left you think I am 
entering too deeply into politics, I {hall 
conclude, deferring to my next an account 
of the fur trade, which ſtill is the greateſt 
reſource of wealth to England, but which 
muſt, in procefs of time, be annihilated, 
from the very great deſtruction of the ani - 
mals, which every year diminiſhes them ſo 
faſt, and occaſions their flying to remoter 
parts, that the trader has hundreds of 
| leagues farther to go in fearch of them; 
Re neceſſity, therefore, of encouraging 
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huſbandry, will appear evident to you. 


But I ſee I am again running inte 3 
therefore adieu. 


Yours, Ke. ' 


"LEE x0 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


| NOW bee give you fomeaocou 
of the fur trade, and as in one of my 
former letters the nature of Indian traders 
were deſcribed to you, and their modes af 
trafficking with the ſavages, I ſhall give 
you ſome little account of the beafts, whoſe - 
furs they go in ſearch of, and hope you 
will not think any little remarks that J 
may interſperſe, as dictating your ſupe- 


202 INTERIOR TR AVELS 
rior ſenſe and underſtanding, but merely 
ideas chat occur to me whilſt zan 


By the accounts moſt Ian have given 
us of Canada, they deſcribe it, upon its firſt 
diſcovery, to have been an immenſe tract 
of foreſt, ſerving only as an extenſive haunt 
to wild beaſts, with which it was over- run, 
and which had multiplied prodigiouſly ; 
for thoſe few men who did inhabit thoſe 
deſerts, not having any flocks or tame ani- 
mals, left more room and food for thoſe 
that were wandering and free, like them- 
ſelves ; and although there was no- great 
variety, ſtill there were multitudes of each 
ſpecies. But they, as every thing, ſooner 
or later, in this terreſtrial globe, paid tri- 
bute to the ſovereignty of man; that cruel 
power that has been ſo fatal to every living 
creature, and the few that the natives de- 
ſtroyed for their food and cloathing, were 
of little note in ſuch a prodigious multi- 
tude. No ſooner had our luxury led us 
to make uſe of their ſkins, than the natives 
- waged a perpetual war againſt them, which 


they 
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they carried on with great eagerneſs, as in 
return for the havoc and deſtruction they 
made amongſt them, they indulged in a 
plenty and variety of gratifications they 
were before unaccuſtomed to; and to ren- 
der the war the more deſtructive, we aſſiſted 
them with fire - arms, by the means of 
which great quantities of furs, and of a 
prodigious variety, were procured, Moſt 
of theſe were known in Europe, which 
were the ſame as thoſe that came from the 
northern parts of our hemiſphere, but they 
were in too ſmall PIR to ſupply a 
great demand. 55 


Caprice * novelty has made theſe furs 
more or leſs in faſhion, and England has 
found it to be for the intereſt of Canada, 
that they ſhould be valued at home; and 
that they are ſo with a witneſs, the enor- 
mous price your ſiſter gave for a muff and 
tippet, is a convincing proof: here I aſſure 
you they are very dear, 'the commoneſt fur ; 
cap ſtanding you in two guineas, 
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- Having given you a little hiſtory of furs, 
1 A now: deforide 90 en fame, fake 
beaſts whoſe ſkins are ſtill in requeſt, and 
brit begin with the Otter, which is ſo 
generally known in England, as to need. ng 
deſcription ; there is no other difference 
than that it is much larger, and its hair 
blacker and finer than ours, a circumſtance 
fatal to them, as expoſing. them more 10 
the purſuit of the ſavages. we 


The Pole-cat, of which. there are three 
ſpecies, is in great eſtimation among the 
Canadian hunters, as the hair is . darker, 
more gloſſy, and more an than thoſe i in 
Korope. | 


Even the Rat of b ee 


wle for its ſkin; but the two principe 


ones that are in the article of trade is the 
- Opoſſum and the Muſk ; many and ridi- 
culous are the ſtories which are propagated 
relative to the female of the former, ſuch 
as, among others, that of the young ones 
getting into the belly again through the 

X teats, 
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teats, the fact is this, under its belly there 
is a looſe ſhin, with a ſimall aperture in 
the center, and this ſhe can expand or de- 
prefs at will; if purſued, and the thinks 
into this bag, and runs away with them up 
a tree. Another ſingular inſtance of ſaga- 
city in this animal, which is ſeldom mei- 
tioned, is, that if purſued by other animals, 
ſuch as the Tiger, Mountain-cat, &c. that 
can mount trees, it goes to the extremity 
of a bough, and ſuſpends itfelf by its tail. 
The fin of the Muſk -rat is employetl for 
the fame- parpofes as the Beaver, of which 
he ſeems to be a diminutive ; but its-moſt 
intrinſic value is for that predominant and 
powerful perfume it produces, and which 
is called afver Unis atinch, | 


TheBrinineisabout the Ber of a ſquitrel, 


but not ſo dong, has the fame lively eyes, 
keen look, and bis motions are fo quick, 
that the eye can ſcarcely follow them; it 
has a long buſhy tail, which at the tip is 
as black as jet; what enables me to give 

you 
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| you ſo exact a deſcriptiori of | this litt 


animal is, that the daughter of the gentle. 
man at whoſe houſe I lodge, has one in 
her poſſeſſion; indeed it is the faſhion for 
the young ladies to keep them, as ours do 
{quirrels: One thing not u little Etraor- 
dinary of this animal is, that all' the winter 
it was white as ſhow, and the other day, 
when admiring it, I expreſſed a ſupriae in 
perceiving it had a yellow tint, when the 
young lady ſaid, 4b ! Monfieur, au milian 
de letò cet jaune comme d'or. This little 
animal is reckoned one of the beauties of 
Canada, for though che. Sable is ſmaller, ii 
18 not fo men. ai c em I 


| The Martin, whoſe find is the moſt jor" 
able, is only to be met with in the center 
of the foreſts, far from any habitation, and 
although ſo ſmall an animal, is a beaft of 
prey, living entirely upon birds. It is but 
2 foot and a half long, yet leaves a print 
in the ſnow, which appears to be the foot- 
ſtep of a larger animal, occaſioned by its 


jumping along and giving the marks ef 
both 
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both feet together: their fur is much 
eſteemed, but is inferior to that ſpecies 
which are called Sables, whoſe ſkins are 
of a ſhining black. Thoſe of the Martin 
encreaſe in value from the various dyes; 
the deeper the tint the more valuable; and 
they gradually encreaſe from a light brown 

to the deep gloſſy black of the Sable. The 
Martins ſeldom more than once in two or 
three years quit their receſſes in theſe im- 
penetrable woods, and hen they do, the 
Canadians take it as a ſign of a good win- 
ter, imagining there will be great quanti- 
ties of ſnow, and gt go! et 
in deſtroying them. Den NAdepliw cl ven 


The Wild-cat. of Canada is en 
much ſmaller than thoſe upon the northern 
continent of Europe, and. is the ſame kind 
of animal that was called by the ancients 
the Lynx, of which an erroneous opinion 
has ever prevailed amongſt the vulgar, that 
it is poſſeſſed of the power of piercing to 
death with its eyes whatever it deſtines for 
its prey, as. nature had deprived it of the 
1 faculties 
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faculties of hearing and ſmelling at-a'dif. 
ariſen from this ſimple cauſe, that as this 
animal hes upon what game it can catch, 
it will purſue it to the very tops of the 
talleſt trees, and nature having endowed it 
with a quicker fight than moſt other ani- 
mals, whatever it purſues, though of ever 
fo ſmall a nature, it never loies ſight of, 
let the foliage of the trees be ever ſo thick. 
The fleſh of this animal is very white, and 
 faid to be well flavored, but the Indians 
Hunt it chiefly for its kin, the hair of it 
being long, and of a fine light grey, but 
not ſo valuable as that of the F-. 


This animal, like Aber i mitives: of the 
frozen climates, n 
Few vegetables, is carnivorous. | 


Beſides the ſonal furs, Cu ad applies 
England with the ſkins of the Stag, Deer, 
Roebuck, the Caribou and the Elk, the 
latter of which is ſuppoſed to be the ori- 
ginal of all theſe ſpecies. AY theſe animals 
2, PE: 
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are hunted by the Canadians, but the chace 
of the Bear the ſavages have reſerved to 
themſelves, . and which is their favorite 
ſport ; it ſeeths beſt adapted to their war- 
like manners,. ſtrength and bravery, and 
eſpecially is thoſe animals ſupply moſt of 
their wants. unatat in a VM 


Fearful leſt you may Now tired of this 
heavy detail of wild beaſts; I ſhall conclude 
this,” reſerving to my next the deſcription 
of the oilly two that are worthy of notice, 
the Bear and the Beaver, the latter of 
which poſſeſſes all the friendly diſpoſitions, 
diveſted of all the vices and misfortuiies 
that await us, and which debar us from 
the true and real pleaſures ariſing from the 
friendly and ſweet Intercourſe that ſhould 
ſabſiſt between man and man. 9 9s 


n Yours, &c. 


Vox. I. P Er. 


—_ — — 5 
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; (LETTER N. 4 
2a . 
. 1 2 
_— Fo 
MY DEAR FRIEND, —|— ©" 900 


8 almoſt daily oecur- 

ing, I am happy to embrace them, 
during the little time I have to nemain in 
this city; when I quit it, you will think 


me very remiſs in addreſſing you. et ne 


fincerely aſſure you, although there will be 
no regular conveyance, 1 ſhall . 
every re that . -ix-ork; 266 


is 


11 EY 


* in my laſt I plans 3: an. you that 
the ſavages were ſupplied with moſt; of 
their wants from the Bear, feeding upon 
its fleſh, rubbing themſelves with its greaſe, 
-and cloathing themſelves with its ſkin, it 
may not be amiſs to give you ſome little 
account of this animal, and the ſingular 
method they have of deſtroying them. 
. A8 


8 10 5 
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As no doubt you muſt have ſeen many 


of them in England, I ſhall only give you 
mann Aomurtog re 4 


i paths Stats 


will ſcldom attack 2 man; on the cohtrary, 
they will fly at the fight of him, and a dog 
will drive them a great way. The only 
time they are dangetous is after having been 


wounded, when they quit the hollow trees 


they have reſided in all the winter, and at 


of July ;-they art then fo Gerce-aud iH tem 


pered, the effects of jenlouſy, that they ane 
extremely dangerous to meet with. At this 
ſeaſon they grow very lean, and their fleſh 
has ſo difagreeabloa celiſh, that the Indians, 


licate, will got qauch at. Who could con- 


ceive that an animal. ſo unlouel in its ap- 


pearance, ſhould in the ſpace of one month 
grow leaner-by the delle pg, 28 _ 
= Ine? © | 


"P's 


But 


I» 


mer emboripoint, which he is greatly aſſi ſted 
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But the ſeaſon over, he recovers hier- 


in regaining by the great quantity of fruits 
the woods abound with, and of which he 


is extremely greedy grapes he is partiou- 


larly fond of, climbing after them up lbe 
moſt lofty trees. After he has fed for ſorhe 
time on fruits, his fleſh becorhes dien 
and gathers 35 alk ſpring. 236 Pall ae 


7068 : '3) wa 
- 77901 11 1 3 31! * 613 n 2 of bob iu. 


- Tek is ſurpriz ing enouglt that this anirnil, 
although provided with ſo'warttva. fur, am 


not of the moſt delicate appearance, ſhould 
take more precautions than ang] other to 


preſerve itſelf from the cold; (this may 


ſerve as a leſſon from nature, not to form 
our judgment of things by appearance, 
ſince every one is the beſt judge of his o 
wants ;) for which purpoſe, when: the 
winter ſets in, he climbs up the hollow 
rotten, trunk of an old tree, ſtopping up 
the entrance with pine branches, by which 
means he is ſheltered from ell inclemencias 
of the weather, and when once lodged, he 

—2 =_ feldom 


3 
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ſeldom or ever quits his apartment during 
the winter, which is the more ſingular, it” 
being certain that he lays up no manner of 
proviſion, and that he muſt require ſome 
nouriſhment.- That he requires little food 
is natural to ſuppoſe, as at the end of 
autumn he is very fat, takes no. exerciſe, 
and almoſt always ſleeps, and, therefore, 
loſing little by perſpiration, has very ſeldom 
occaſion to go abroad in queſt of it, and 
when he does, haſtens back to his retreat. 
A ridiculous notion is gone abroad into the 
world, that during the winter the ſole 
nouriſhment of the Bear is licking its paws, | 
which, no- doubt, aroſe from- the amazing 
long time theſo animals can, either through | 
the-nouriſhment they receive from ſleep, or 
idleneſs,' go without food. Yet that ſuch 
an idea ſhould: prevail, I am not ſuprized, 
as there has been an inſtance of one that 
was chained for a whole winter without 
either food or drink, and at the end of 
ſix months was found as fat as 1 8 
ret e | | 


LW 


P 3 The 
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The ſeaſon for hunting the bear is ian 


winter; when the Indians force him from 


his habitation by ſetting fire to the pine 


branches that he has drawn together at the. 


bottom of the hollow tree, when the ſmoke. 


aſcending up the trunk, drives him from 


his late comfortable habitation, from which 


he no ſooner deſcends, than they kill him. 


The Indians now only deſtroy them to an- 
ſwer their own wants, as formerly | 
uſed to do for the purpoſe of diſpoling af 
their ſkins to the traders ; but it was no 
ſooner underſtood that Canada was ſtored. 


with Beavers, than the ſavages, urged on 


by a more luerative intereſt, directed their 
war againſt an animal the moſt harmleſs, 
who moleſts no living creature, and is neis- 
ther carnivorous nor ſanguinaty. This is; 
I am ſorry to obſerve, become an object of 
man's moſt earneſt purſuit, and the ane 
that the ſavages bunt after with the greateſt / 

eagerneſs and eruelty; a gircumſtance-en« 


tirely owing to the unmerciful rapaciquſs i 


neſs which luxury has made neceſſary in 


- ſkins, for all the poliſhed nations of Europe, 


This 
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This animal is by nature adapted for 
in the preſervation and propagation of its 
ſpecies; it is generally about three or four 
feet long, moſtly weighing from forty to 
fixty pounds ; the hinder feet are webbed, 
which enables it to ſwim, and in the fore 
feet the toes are divided; its tail is oval, 
very flat, and coyered with ſcales; the head 
reſembles that of a rat, in which are four 
very ſharp teeth, with theſe it will gnaw 
through trees of a great circumference, 


This animal is diveſted of turbulent 
paſſions, without a deſire of doing injury 
to any one, free from craft, ſcarcely de- 
fending itſelf, unleſs it lives in ſociety ;/ it 
never bites, except when caught, and as 
nature has not ſupplied it with any wea- 
pons of defence, by a natural inſtinct as it 
were, it forms ſocieties, and has various 
contrivances to' ſecure its eaſe, without 
fighting, and to live without committing, 
or ſuffering an injury; although this peace 

able, and you may ſay almoſt tame animal, 
P 4 enters 
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enters into ſociety,” it is nevertheleſs inde. 
' pendent, every want being ſupplied by it- 
ſelf, and therefore it is a ſlave to none. It 
will not ſerve, nor does it pretend to com- 
mand, every care ſeems directed by an in- 
ſtinct, that at the ſame time, as it labors 
for the general good, it lives for itſelf alone. 
To learn the nature of the ſocieties of theſe 
animals, as it was related to me by my 
landlord, may afford you the — en 
tainment it did me. nn 
. | 2 11 
In the month of June or July, they 
aſſemble from all quarters, to the number 
of two or three hundred, near ſome lake 
or pool of water, to build their habitations 
againſt winter, the conſtruction of which, 
from the complication and manner of diſ- 
poſing the materials, one would be led to 
imagine to be beyond the capacity of an, 
one but an intelligent being, and eſpecially 
in their conſtructing of dams, when they 
cannot meet with a lake or pool; in this 
caſe they fix upon ſome river, when the 


hrit of their labour is to make a dam, 
which 


1447 
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which they generally do in the ſhalloweſt 
part of the ſtream, for that purpoſe felling 
trees with the four ſharp teeth that IJ have 
already deſcribed ; five or fix of them will 
gnaw a large one through, and to mark to 
you the wonderful ſagacity of theſe induſ- 
trious brutes, they contrive it ſo that it 
always falls in the water: having laid this 
foundation, they fell ſmaller trees, which 
they roll to this great one, but what ap- 

pears the moſt wonderful is, the manner 

they ſink the piles in the water, to prevent 
the ſtream's carrying away the trees, they 
lay acroſs. Their contrivance is this, with 
their nails they dig a hole in the ground, 

or at the bottom of the water, with their 
teeth they reſt the ſtake againſt the bank 
of the river, or againſt the tree that lies 
acroſs, and with their feet they raiſe the 
ſtake, and fink it with the ſharp end (which 
theſe ſenfible animals make to it) in the 
hole that they have made, where it ſtands 
up; and to render theſe ſtakes or piles 
mote ſecure, they interweave branches of 
{mall trees, and with their tails wiſk up a 
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kind of mortar with clay, and fill the v 
cant ſpace of the interwoven branches. 
After this work is finiſhed by the body at 
large, each one conſiders of ſome lodging 
for himſelf; an hut being built upon piles 
on the ſides of the Lake, capable of con- 
taining from two or three to ten or fiſteen, 
(for they divide themſelves into companies, 
and build theſe huts accordingly ;) which 
are formed with walls and partitions of 
about two feet thick, and as many in height, 
mew over, and the whole fo phi 
3 penetrate through them; my 
apartment is made large enough to contain 
two, a male and female; each hut has 
two entrances, one towards the land, and 
the other on the fide towards the ſtream, 
the former for them to go into che 
woods to fetch proviſions, and the latter to 
cicape from their enemy, that is to ſay 
MAN, the deſtroyer of cities and common 
wealths. The inſide of their apartments 
has no other furniture than the flooring of 
| e mem age: and 
* theſe 
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theſe animals are ſo cleanly, that no filth of 
any kind js ever ſeen in theſe apartments. 


In each hut there are ſtorthouſes pro+ 
portionate to the number of its inhabitants 
every one knows its own, and never ſtrals 
from his neighbour, Each party, that is 
to ſay, the male and female, \live ja their 
_ own habitations; they have no jealduſies op 
quarrels ; the proviſions of the community 
are collected and expended without any con- 
teſt, and they reſt ſatisfied with the ſimple 
food that their labors procute them, The 
only paiſion they bave is that of conjugal 
affection, wherein a moſt excellent ex- 
ample is held forth to that all- wiſe and all- 
ſufficient man, who is led away by every 
guſt of paſſion and vanity, 


Two of theſe animals, in the coutſe of 
their labors in the ſummer monthe, match 
procal choice, and agree to paſs the win« 
W 


enter 
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enter into matrimony with equally as goed 
motives, but forgetting what ſhould make 
the happineſs laſting, that of laying up a 
_ to e __ an menden . 


7 
\ 


"The 8 couple retire to de Pats: 
about the end of autumn, which has been 
obſerved to be no leſs favorable to love than 
ſpring; for if the ſeaſon of flowers invites 
the feathered tribe to propagate in the 
woods, the ſeaſon of fruits as powerfully. 
excites the inhabitants of the earth in the 
reproduction of their ſpecies ; beſides,” as: 
winter gives leiſure for amorous purſuits, 
it — for the PAs HY of n 

| | | Fa $43 

1 am this moment told that the pacquet 
is going to ſail, and muſt therefore defer 
2 further account of this wonderful and 
farprizing animal, from whom ſo many 
leſſons of induſtry and morality may be 
drawn, till another opportunity, and con- 


dude with aſſuring you of my beſt wiſhes. 
| for 
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for your happineſs * nme and that 


4 
A 
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| vom this by our "friend. Captain F. 
who is going poſt. to Quebec, from WI 
which piace he will; fait immediately, and $ 

as the navigation from this city to Quebec # 
is much delayed by the various currents 
and other cauſes in the river, he will be 
there as ſoon, if not ſooner, than the ſhip 
receive this before the other, which may = 
gready bender you, 1 therefore ſhall juſt * 
hint 


222 INTERTOR TRAVELE 
hint to you, this is ng 
—_ of the Beaver. Ihe. 15% 2 


If A wecblle on does not deceive me, 
T left off in my laſt at deſcribing his love, 
that univerſal paſſion of nature, which the 
Beaver ſeems to enjoy in the conjugal ſtate, 
comparatively much happier than man- 


| kind; for when they couple and enter theit : 


huts, they never quit i other, conſe- 
crating their whole time to love, from 
which neither labor nor any other In | 
can divert them. 
(12137 1A20 74 | 
If by chance a fun-ſhiny day f ſhould 
happen ito enkhveri the gloomy melancholy 
of the Seaſon, the c kV their 
bats to wall on the borders of de Like, 
regaling chemſelves wich forne freſh bark; 
and breathing the ſalitary echaladdbfts of 
the earth. At che conelufion of the Win- 
ter, che mother brings forth — 
pledges of their affection, white the 
ranges the woods, allured by the {ſweet of 


the Sang, leaving to bio eile m,, 


( | that 
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that portion of toom which he tank up in 
his narrow cell. The Beaver generally 
produces two or three, which the mother 
ſuckles, nurſes and trains ap; for when the 
father is abſent, he takes out the young 
ones, in her excurfions/for. eray and other 
fiſh, and green bark. to recruit her own” 
ſtrength, and 0 feed ber young, till dhe 
ſeaſon of labor returns; for although thee 
animals are ſo induſtrious as to build them- 
ſelves habitations that would laſt them a 
century, they are obliged to rebuild then 
every year, as the firſt thing the traders do 
when they meet with any of their works, 
is to e eee 


2 arr 8 & 8 
deſtroying theſe animals, by draining the 
water from their dykes, and ſametimes hy 
ſnares; they are very ſeldom ſhot at, for 
unleſs killed: on the ſpot; they are loſt to 
neral 
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'neral mode of catching ien is by uE 
_ traps in the woods, where theyperceive 

them to have been eating the bark of thRE 
young trees; they bait theſe traps with 
freſh ſlips of wood, which the Beaver no 
ſooner touches, than à great weight fallt 
e 
who een Ar Ne | 


wore it. AC 100 28 WIEGT 7 Ge 
x iT — s # if Tef 
* 4.2 3 ** 


a dab bur e POTS: 1 
heartily tired with fo long a detail of this 
animal; but if 1 have deviated frani the 
common path of 'deſcription, I can only 
ſay it has proceeded from theſe two cauſes 
that I cannot ſufficiently admire the many 
virtues it poſſeſſes, diveſted of all manner 
of vice, and have been loſt in the contem- 
plation of that Divine Being, who formed 
Wn 124% 


u Nat ; ext 


You ſd, pane. eee 
riſon between the ſocieties of theſe animals 
and thoſe of a convent. If happineſs: may 
VEGA dwell. in both communities, it 

muſt 


i 
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muſt be Mlowed to be by very oppoſite 
means. The happineſs of one conſiſts in 
following the dictates of nature; in the 
other; nature; the fweets of ſoclal love, and 
the laws of out ereation; are totally de- 
ſtroyed | The» inſtitution of the ſociety of k 
the Beaver, ſeems ſolely to propagate its 
ſpecies; the other to annihilate it. How 
many, who might have dignified nature 
under the character of a fond 'mothet and 
an affectionate wife, are loſt to the world 
and to themſelves they cannot help feel- 
ing tender emotions, and, in the bitterneſs 
of miſery; tecrate that tyrant cuſtom, 
which has torn them from the embraces of 
happineſs and chained them in cells, a prey 
to affectibns hopeleſs and inſatiable - the 
idea carries me one myſelf. 


What will not the feelings of 3 
en. when it conſiders that theſe 
gloomy and ferocious inſtitutions are waſt- 
ing away in all parts of Europe ! Inſtitu- 
tions not only injurious but' inhuman, 
which, under the abſurd and ridiculous 
Vor. I. 432 notion 
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notion of making men equal to angels, 
robs health of * ver, and beauty of wan 
reward. 

I am moſt n intezrupted in my 
ſerious refleQions, by 2 viſit from our 
friend S—, who is juſt arrived from News 
York ; he was taken priſoner in the courſ 
of laſt ſummer, by a notorious fellow. of 
the name of Whitcomb, the ſame man 
who ſhot. Brigadier General Gordon, the: 
particulars of which I LO EI 
1 „„ 


Youts, &. 


P | a 
"Y — * 


LET. 


— 
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LETTER XXIV. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, ebe | 


JP my lf I mentioned to you tie d 
of one Whitcomb; a native of Connee- 
tieut, and a great partizan of the Amerts/ 
carts, who; after the defeat upon the Lakes, 
offered his ferviee to venture through the 
woods, and bring in prifoner a Englidy 
officer, for which N he ſtationed him 
ſelf atnong the thickeft copſes that are be- 
tween La Praire and St. John's. © The 
firſt officer who happened to paſs him was 
Brigadier Getiersl Gordon ; he was mounted 
on a Horſe, ind Whitcomb think 
ing there was little probability of feizing' 
him, fired at and wounded hum in the 
ſhoulder. The General immediately rode 
25 faſt as hs could to che camp at Sti John's, 
which he had but juſt reached, when wit 

Us. - loſs 
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loſs of blood and fatigue, he fell from his 

horſe; ſome ſoldiers took him up and car- 
ried him to the hoſpital, where, after his 
wound was dreſſed, and he was a little at 
eaſe, he related the circumſtance, which 
being immediately made known to General 
Carleton, a party of Indians were ſent out 


'to ſcour the woods, ind ſearch for Whit- . 


comb, but in vain, as he haſtened back 
Ticonderoga. General Carleton, 4 


imagining he might be lurking about the 
woods, or ſecreted in the houſe of ſome. | 
diſaffected Canadian, iſſued out a procla- 

mation among the inhabitants, offering a 
reward of fifty guineas to any one that 
would bring Whizcomb, five! or dead, to 
the * n . „ an 


we few days * this > boli Gurdow 
died of his wound,” in whoſe death we fins; 
cerely lamented the loſs of a brave and ex- 
Pence. ae 5s br . +: 510 a 
* III Hy . Tot: 

" When, Whitcomb ad to icons: 
wes and informed the General who com- 
e 0 manded 


- 8 
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manded there; that although he could not 
take an officer-priſoner, he believed he had 
mortally wounded one, the General ex- 
preſſed his difapprobation in the higheſt 
terms, and was fo much dif] pleaſed at the 
tranſaction, that Whitcomb, in order to 
effect a reconciliation, offered his ſervice to 
go again, profeſſing he would forfeit his 
life, if he did not return with a priſoner, 


He accordingly, with two other men, 
proceeded down Lake Champlain, in a canoe, 
to a ſmall creek, where they ſecreted it, 
and repaired to the woods, to the ſame 
ſpot where Whitcomb had ftationed himſelf 
before; the two men lay concealed a little 
way in the wood, whilft he ſkulked about 
the borders 1 it. 


The regiment of which our friend S--- 
is Quarter-maſter, having occaſion for fome 
ſtores from Montreal, he was going from 
the camp at St, John's to procure them ; 
he was adviſed not to go this road, but by 
way of Chamblee, on account of the late 


Q 3 accident, 


— 
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accident, but you know him to be a man 
of great bravery and perſonal courage, 
joined with uncommon ſtrength; reſolving 
not to go ſo many miles out of his road 


added, that he ſhould be very glad to meet 
with him, as he was ſure he ſhould get the 
reward ; in this, however, he was greatly 
miſtaken, his reward being no other than 
that of being taken priſoner himſelf. 


Previous to. his ſetting out he took every 
precaution, having not only loaded his 
fuſte, but charged a brace of piſtols ; when 
he came near to the woods I have already 
deſeribed, he was very cautious, but in an 
inſtint, Whitcomb and the two men he 
had with him ſprung. from behind à thick 
buſh, and ſeized him before he could make 
the leaſt reſiſtance; they then took from 
him his fuſce and piſtols, tied his arms 
bakind bi wh rope, 96 dd 


hh 
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It was three days before they reached 
the canoe that had been concealed, during 
which time they had but very ſcanty fare; 
a few hard biſcuits ſerved to allay hunger, 
while the fruit of the woods was a luxury ! 
When Whitcomb had marched him to 
ſuch a diſtance as he thought he could not 
make his eſcape, were he at liberty, through 
fear of loſing himſelf, for the greater caſe 
on his own part, and to facilitate their 
march, they untied his hands, and took 
the cloth from his eyes. Only picture to 
yourſelf what muſt have been his feelings, 
at ſeeing himſelf in the midſt of a thick 
wood, ſurrounded by three deſperate 1 | 
and uncertain as to their intentions | 


At night, when they had —ͤ—ͤ— of 
their ſcanty pittance, two out of the three 
uſed to, ſleep, whilſt the other kept watch. 
The firſt night he ſlept through fatigue ; 
on the fecond, as you may naturally ſup- 
poſe, from his great anxiety of mind, he 
could not cloſe his eyes, in the middle of 
which an opportunity occurred whereby he 


24 could 
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could have effected his eſcape, for the man 
whoſe watch it was, fell faſt aſleep. He 
has ſince told me how his mind wavered 
for a length of time, what meaſures to 
purſue ; he could not bear the idea of put- 
ting them to death, though juſtified by the 
rules of war: if he eſcaped from them, 
they might in all probability retake. and 


ill-treat him. The great hazard of all, 


which determined him to abide by his fate 
was, that by being ſo many miles in a tract 
of wood, where he could not tell What 
direction to take (having been blind- folded 
when he entered it) he might poſſibly wan- 
der up and down till he periſhed with 
Hunger. In this reſtleſs ſtate, he remained 
till day-break, when they reſumed their 
march, and in the evening came to the 
creek where the canoe was concealed; they, 
then ſecured him again, put him in the 
canoe, and proceeded up the lake to Ticon- 
deroga, where they arrived early the next 
morning. When they landed him he was 
again blind-folded, that he might not. ſee 
their works, and thus conducted to the 
6 | WE | General, 


vo 
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General, whoſe only motive for endeavour- 
ing to get an officer was, either by threats 
or intreaties, to gain information relative 
to our army. In this, however, he was 
greatly diſappointed, and as he oould not 
obtain the leaſt intelligence from our friend, 
he ordered him as priſoner of war upon, his 
parole, to ſome of the interior towns, from 
which place, as I informed you in my laſt, 
he is juſt returned, as hearty and well as 
ever. I ſhould not have dwelt ſo long on 
this ſubject, but knowing you have his 
welfare ſo much at heart, that you feel 
yourſelſ intereſted in Werder concerns 
him. | , 


I ſhall now conclude, but before I do ſo, 
let me congratulate you on the recovery of 
your health; after ſo alarming an illneſs. 
Good health alone ſweetens life, and that 
you may long enjoy it, both for your own 
lake and that of yout nume is the ardent 
wiſh of | 


Yours! Ke. 


L Er- 
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LETTER XXV. 
Camp at St. Job's, June 245, 1777» 


M DEAR FRIEND, © 


1 HA) ſcarcely finiſhed my laſt, when l 
received orders to march to this place, 
and am now entering upon the hurry and 
buſtle of an active campaign. You muſt 
not accuſe me now of inattention, if you 
ſhould not hear from me fo frequently, 


HED the King' — 
not be prevented paſſing Lake Champlain, 
but wait our arrival at Ticonderoga z in 
that caſe the operations of the campaign 
will commence at Crown Point. It would 
- be doing great injuſtice to thoſe who have 
been ſtationed at this garriſon during the 
winter, if I omitted to mention their great 

5 exertions 


— 
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exertions in repairing, augmenting, and 
rendering fit for immediate ſervice the lat 
teaux, gun-boats, and armed veſſels, The 
other parts of the army have been equally 
as induſtrious in eſtabliſhing magazines at 
Montreal, Sorell and Chamblee, which muſt 
be effected during the froſt, not anly as 
the conveyance iy eaſier at that time, but 
on account of the roads, which, by the 
running and melting of the ſnow, are gene- 

rally ee for ſome months. | 


By all the anne that can be collected, 
the Americans are in great force at Ticon- 
deroga, nearly ta the amount of 12,000, 
and a confiderable number oecupy Lake 
George, fuſtained by a great naval power. 
with a view, no doubt, of fecuring their 
retreat in caſe they ſhould be obliged & ta. 
abandon Ticonderoga, 


| Should the . of Lake Chanplets | 
be ſecured by the ſuperiority of our navel 
force, the advanced corps, under the com- 
mand. of General Frafer, with a EY 
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of ſavages and Canadians, for ſcouts and 


out -works, and the beſt of our engineers 


and artificers, are to take Poſſeſſion of 
Crown Point, and to fortify it. The in- 
tention is with a view to prevent inſult 
| from the enemy, during the time neceſſary 
for collecting ſtores, forming magazines 
and fortifying poſts, all which muſt be ac- 
comphihed previous to our Ps. in 
force to- _ ſiege to neee * 


This brigade being ſtationed at Crown 
Point, as a check on the enemy, the reſt of 
the army are to be employed in forwarding 
the convoys and tranſports of proviſions, 
removing artillery, preparing faſcines and 
other neceſſaries for artillery operations, 
and to commence the ſiege; and that the 
enemy during that period may not reſt in 
tranquillity, corps of ſavages, ſupported by 
detachments of the light infantry, are to 
keep them i in continual alarm within their 
works, at the ſame time to cover recon- 
noitering parties, both of general officers 
jad engineers, and to obtain the beſt in- 


telligence 
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telligence of their ſtrength, poſition and 
deſign... From the great preparations that 
have been made during the winter, and by. 
the vigorous exertion of the troops,” who 
are in great health and ſpirits, it may rea- 
ſonably be expected that the reduction of 
Ticonderoga will be early in the ſummer, 
unleſs/ ſome misfortune, human prudence 
cannot foreſce, fhould. prevent it, although, 
it is the general opinion it will be warmly. 
conteſted, and that there will be much 
blood- ſhed. The Americans, when they, 
drew the ſword, muſt have foreſeen a bloody 
conteſt,” and expected all the horrors of a 
war, carried on as it were in their own 
boſoms, laying waſte their fields of har- 
veſt, deſtroying every comfort, and intro- 
ducing every miſery mankind is capable of 
deviſing. But had certain perſons, Who 
were actuated by no other motives than a 
welfare and proſperity to both countries, 
directed their reſolves, they would have 
adviſed a peaceable ſubmiſſion to the Mo- 
ther Country, and eaſily prevented all the 
horrors of à civil war. America, from 

| a number 
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4 number of aggregate fortunate eircum- = 
ſtances, by flow degrees, had atiſen to 2 
ſtate of great proſperity, and the power 
that ſhe had fixed by that profpetity, bidy 
fair to be of ſome duration, yet, in my 
opinion, not to ſuch à degree as to eſtabliſſi 
her independence; her preſent diſtreſſed 
frtuation, without ſome other favorable ei · 
cumnſtanee, maſt inevitably prevent the 
execution of that idea. I am fully per- 
ſuaded in my own mind, had they but re- 
ferved their ideas of independency for Ralf 
4 century longer, fromm their increaſe” of 
population and wealth, they would have 
fixed it without much difficulty, or evew 
the aſſiſtance of any other power, and thus 
become the firſt nation in the world. In 
the preſent day, if they attain their boaſted 
end, it muſt he by the arm of ſome-nation, 
| to whom, for want of reſources t6'deftay 
the expences of their allianee, the will be 
in continual broils and difputes, which may 
| perhaps finally terminate in a total ſubjec- 
| tion, and that abject ſlavery they ſo ridieu- 
loufly pretend to dread from us. Should 


% 
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this be the caſe, ſhe will regret the loſs of 
that protection from the Mother Country, 
ſhe is now treating with ſo much ingrati- 
tude. Leaving you to your, own remarks, 
for no doubt you will ay, aà foldier and 
a politician ! I ſhall divert your attention 
from the cabals of mankind, to the won- 
derful productions of nature, in deſcribing 
to you a little animal that was brought me 
lately, e e Ne | 


This anicaal-takes.- its name be 
provided with a ſkin, or membrane, which 
adheres to each fide, about the breadth of 
three inches, extending from its hind to 
fore feet, where it is connected by a bony 
articulation; it expands this membrane like 
a fail, by which. it is enabled to fly from ono 
tree to another, at a great diſtance, Moſt 
ſquirrels will jump from tree to tree, when 
contiguous, but this animal will fly an in- 
credible way. Its ſkin is very ſoft; and 
of a beautiful dark grey, with eyes large, 
black, and very prominent ; it ſomewhat 
differs from the other ſquirrels in its taſte, 


3 caring 
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caring little for nuts, the chief and fbr 
food being the (freſh tops of the | birch; 
This little animal makes its bed in a verã 

curious manner, of the moſs of the ſame 

tree, in which it lies: as it were buried, 
unleſs diſturbed. I came into poſſeſſion of 
it from a little drum - boy's going up a tret 
after a bird's neſt, who perceiving: it la 
in that dormitory ſtate, ſized it and brayght 
it to me, for he had heard that I was 
making a collection of natural-curwfitits. 
Byithe bye, I beg you will inform nie; d 
your next, if you received: ſafe the: ligtls 
collection I ſent! you from Montreah:-Þ 
have added this curious animal, and ohe uf 

another ſpecies, called the ground-ſquirrel; 
which is a little larger than a mouſe, and 
moſt beautifully ſpotted like a fawn, to the 


collection I am now making, and hape the 
2 tokens of friendſhip 
from Nielt eil. . d e. olamen 
fg — _ Four Gn 
ace dtn 1 z itt N HA d. 
”—_ l chofe angel 
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LETTER aut | 


a pen 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


| WI 3 proceeded thus far, and, 

from all appearance, ſhall traverſe | 
the remainder of our way on the Lake, 
without meeting any oppoſition from the 
enemy, their deſign being, as I before men- 
tioned to you, to diſpute Ticonderoga ; the 
intelligence from different ſpies and deſert- 
ers fully confirm us in this opinion, who 
report, that they have labored hard to 
ſtrengthen, and mean to diſpute it moſt 
vigorouſly. They are now building row- 
gallies at Fort George, for the defence of | 
that lake, and fortifying the road to 
Skeneſborough. 


vol. I. C 


* 
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It ſeems the Congreſs have conſigned to 


the four New England provinces, as they 


are excellent axe-men, and very expeditious 


in felling of trees, the taſk of ſupplying 


men and proviſion to oppoſe. the progreſs - 
of our forces, which they have undertaken, 

upon condition of being exempt from ſup- 
. plying General Waſhington's army. If 
that really is the cafe,” we ſhall have buſi- 


neſs enough upon our hands, having. four 
bk the moſt powerful and rebellious pro- 


„r 


8 tage too, chat upon their Frotitices, ſhould 


any difaſter befall them, it can be fo eaſily 
ceoruted both as to men and proviſions. 


Having procecded thus far up the lake, 
1 am enabled to give you ſome account of 
it,. eſpecially as we have paſſed the broadeſt 
part. There are many ſmall iſlands diſ- 


perſed in different parts, and where it is 


wideſt, you are not able to diſcern the op- 
polite ſhore; there are ſeveral plantations 


on each ſide, but they are more numerous 


on the ſouth, the north ſide being lofty 
| 6 E 
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tocky mountains“ It abounds with great 
quantities and variety of fiſh; ſturgeon, | 
black baſs, maſquenongez, pike of an in- 
credible * ſize, and many others, among 
which is a cat-fiſh, which is about eighteen 
inches long, of a browniſh caſt, without 
ſcales, having a large round head, reſem- 
bling that of a cat's, from which it derives 
its name; they have on their heads protu- 
berances fimilar to the horns bf a ſnail, and 
like them can elevate and depreſs them at 
pleaſure, and when fully extended, are about 
two inches long; if in liberating one of 
theſe fiſh from the hook, it ſtrikes you 
with one of its horns, it leaves an unac- 
countable and unpleaſant 1enfation on the 
part affected for two or three days. Its 
fins are very bony. and ftrong, like thoſe of 
a perch; it commonly weighs about five 
or fix pounds; the fleſh is fat and luſcious, 
greatly reſerhbling the Oy hd an cel. 


There are at this eulen of che' year pro- 
digious flights of pigeons crofling the lake, 
R 2 of 
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of a moſt beautiful plumage, and in 1 aſt | 
niſhing quantities. 925 


Theſe are moſt excellent eating, and that 
you may form ſome idea as to their number, 
at one of our encampments, the men for 
one day wholly ſubſiſted on them; fatigued 
with their flight in croffing the lake, they 
alight upon the firſt branch they can reach 
to; many are ſo weary as to drop in the 
water, and are eaſily caught; thoſe that 
alight upon a bough being unable to fly 
again, the ſoldiers knock Gown with 08 


poles. 


During the neben of theſe pigeons, 
which croſs this lake into Canada, and are 
- continually, flying about in large flocks, the 
' Canadians find great amuſement in ſhoot- 
ing them, which they do after a very 
| fingular manner: in the day time they go 

into the woods, and make ladders by the 
ſide of the tall pines, which the pigeons 


- rooſt on, and when it is dark they creep 
ſoftly 


* 
\ 
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foftly under and fire up this ladder, killing 
them in'great abundance; they then ſtrike 
a light, and firing a knot of the pitch pine, 
pick up thoſe they have killed, and the 
wounded ones that are unable to fly.--- 
During the flights of theſe pigeons, which 
generally laſt three weeks or a month, the 
lower ſort of Canadians moſtly ſubſiſt on 


Now I am upon this ſubject, it reminds 
me of what Monfieur Blondeaux was conti- 
nually telling me of, I. grand plaifr qui 
j aurui quand Fete commencera en tuant les 
tourtes ; adding, at the fame time, with 
great pleaſure, amuſement que le Canadien 
aime begucoup. However, as to the num- 
bers he: uſed always to join with this obſer- 
vation, I generally thought my good land- 
lord was ſetting off his country to great 
advantage by dealing in the marvellous, 
and ſhould have been impreſſed with that 
idea, had I not been by ocular demonſtra- 


tion ee to the ne «;! 


R z Not 
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Not only at this encampment, but likes 
wiſe at our former ones, we were under the 
neceſſity of clearing the thick underwood, 
and cutting down the ſmall trees beſore we 
could encamp, during which time you are 


- almoſt devoured with the muſquitos, thut 


fwarm in great abundance, and are conti 
nually peſtering you till the fires are lighted, - 
when the ſmoke immediately diſperſes them, 


In clearing the woods for our encainip- / 


ment at this place, a very favorite dog of 


Lord Balcarres's, of the Newfoundland 
breed, had a moſt miraculous eſcape; in 
the very inſtant that a heavy pine tree was - 
falling, the dog run acroſs, the irre fell, 
and cruſhed” the poor creature into the 
earth; in this fituation every affiſtance was 
given, and when he was extricated, he came 
jumping and friſking up to his-maſter, to 


the ſurprize af every one, who naturally 


imagined the creature muſt have had all ite 
bones broken, for when the tree fell; it 
ſhook the earth ſome diſtance round. The 
* of the dog is entirely attri- 


buted 
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buted to the nature of the ſoil, which was 
ſandy and pliable. I need not add, after 
this event, how much his OR prizes 
his favarite Wag B 


Two miles up this river there is a ſaw- 
mill, and a fall of water, where there is 
moſt excellent trout-fiſhing. You who are 
ſo fond of the diverſion of angling, would 
find moſt excellent ſport in this country. 
How I could wiſh you. here, only for an 
hour, in that employment, that I, micht 
have the happineſs, for that little time, of 
converſing with you, to aſk you a thouſand 
queſtions, to hear of thoſe who are dear to 
me, to——but I muſt ſtop, my reflection 
and my wiſhes n 


6 * 
* * * — 
* 
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LETTER XXV. 


82 


b ## 4 "2 *. 455 K , 4 * 
bee ae un 


My DEAR FRIEND, | 


"HIS river derives its name | Wow! a 
Colonel ' Bouquet, who commanded 
an \* expedition againſt the Indians, / whilſt 
, Canada was under the French Government, 
as at this place he had a converſation * 


then upon a treaty of —_—_ = 


A0 


It ſhould ſeem as TH it was is deſtined 
ſpot to have intercourſe with Indians, for 
yeſterday General Burgoyne had a con- 
ference with them; and as I am ſenſtble 
how much our employing Indians in this 
war is reprobated in England, I ſhalt give 
you the General's ſpeech, and their anſwer, 
of v which you may form your own opinion, 


”.. . as 4 When 
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When the aſſembly were met, the General 
thus addreſſed them, by means of an inter- 
peut f. CT wal 


7 I'd 
11 


pines... Chit and rern | 
. Taz great King, our common father, 
and the patron of all who ſeek and de- 
« ſerve his protection, has conſidered with 
«« ſatisfaction the general conduct of the 
Indian tribes, from the beginning of the 
« troubles in America. Too ſagacious 
« and too faithful to be deluded or cor- 
1 rupted, they have obſerved the violated 
rights of the parental power they love, 
and burned to vindicate them. A few 
individuals alone, the refuſe of a ſmall 
* tribe, at the firſt were led aſtray: and 
the miſrepreſentations, the ſpecious al- 
lurements, the infidious promiſes, and 
* diverſified plots in which the rebels are 
exereiſed, and all of which they employed 
for that effect, have ſerved only in the 
end to enhance the honor of the tribes 
* in JOY by demonſtrating to the world 
* how 
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„ how few and how, conteraptible ate he 
'« apoſtates | It is a truth known to-you ' 
« all, theſe pitiful examples excepted (and 


« they have probably, before this day, hid 
« their faces in ſhame} the collectiye voices 
and hands of the Indian tribes over this 
«. vaſt continent, are on the. fide iy IO | 
* law, and the Nins. 1110 bas 
al , 9 ran 
«ff © The reſtraint you "Wig put 8 
* reſentment in waiting the King our 
* father's call to arms, the hardeſt, prof 
« I am perſuaded, to which your -affedtion 
** could have been put, is another manifeſt 
« and affecting. mark of your; adherence to 
% that prineiple of connection to which 
0 you were always fond to allude, and 
* which gy rg. 
eee cn: n 


1. > 2 


* The 0 of, rw” mig 3 
abuſed, th offers of his mercy have been 
deſpiſed, and his farther: patience would, 
in his eyes, become culpable, in as much 
61 as it * with- hold redreſs from the 


* moſt 
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« moſt grievous oppreſſions in the pro- 
« vinces, that ever diſgraced the hiſtory of 
« mankind. It therefore, remains for me, 
« the General of one of his Majeſty's 
« armies,: and in this council his. repre- 
« ſcntative,., to rekaſe you from thoſo 
bonds which your obedience impoſed— 
« Warriors you are free go forth in 
might and valour of your cauſe—ſtrike 
« at the common enemies of Great Britain 
and America—diſtyrbers of public order, 
«« peace, and happineſs, deſtroyers of com- 
6 meree, eee of ſtate.” 


© 
The — then dess n 
tions, by pointing to the , officers, both 
German and ; Britiſh, that Ack this 
— proceeded: . - 


« The circle round you, the chiefs of 
„his Majeſty's European forces, and of | 
„brothers in the war; emulous in glory . = _ 
6 and in friendſhip, we will endeavour re- = 
"OY to give 0d to receiye ex- | 

| cc + anples; | 
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« amples ;; we know! how to value, and 
« we will ſtrive to imitate your perſever- 
« ance in enterprize, and your 'conſtaney, 
to reſiſt hunger, wearineſs, and pain. 
«Be it our taſk, from the dictates of our 
“religion, the laws. 6f our warfare; and 
« the principles and intereſt of our policy, 
« toregulate your paſſions when they'over- 

« bear, to point out where it is nobler to 

« ſpare than to revenge, 'to' diſcriminate 
« degrees of guilt, to ſuſpend —_ | 
_ ſtroke, to ors and not un; ar 


a This war to you, my friends is new: 
„upon all former occaſions,” in taking 
the field, you held yourſelves authoriged 
«tw deſtroy wherever you came, becauſe 
« every where you found an enemy. The 
a er WW yow y OE 
2 The King: 0 many faithful bee 
«. diſperſed in the provinces, conſequentiy 
* you have many brothers there, and thieſe 

people are more to be pitied, that they 


"IX Fe! or imprifoned wherever 
42 ; | oc OM 


1 
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a they are diſcovered or ſuſpected, and to 


« more grievous puniſhment. 


« Perſuaded that your magnanimity of 
character, joined to your principles of 
« affection to the King, will give me fuller 
« controul over your minds, than the mili- 
8 tary rank with which I am inveſted, I 
« enjoin your moſt ſerious attention to the 
« rules which I hereby proclaim for your 
invariable obſervation during the cam- 
«c paign. ' 

* 


language ſignifying approbation, they ap- 
peared to pay very great attention to the 


interpreter, eager to catch the General's 


inſtructions. 


« | rofitively forbid blood- ſhed, when 


“ you are not oppoſed in arms. 


Aged men, women, children, and pri- 
«* ſoners, muſt be held facred from the 


2 « knife 


« diflemble, to a generous mind, is a yet 


After anfoecing, Es Etow! Etrw! in their 


2 = 
- 
— 
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| knife or cha, ! even in the ume 1 | 
« actual confli. var Roots 


40 


ee 


cc 


" You ſhall receive ' compenlatign for 
the priſoners you take, but you ſhall be 
called to account for ſcalps. 4 


5 einten and indulgence of your 
cuſtoms, which have affixed an idea of 


honor to ſuch badges of victory, you 
ſhall be allowed to take the ſcalps of the 
dead, when killed by your Fang and in 
fair oppoſition ; but on no accoutit, or 
pretence, or ſubtilty, or prevarication, 
are they to be taken from the wounded, 
or even dying; and ſtill leſs pardonable, 
if poffible, will it be held, to kill men 
in that condition, on purpoſe, and upon 
a ſuppoſition that this protection to the 
wounded would be thereby evaded. 


« Baſe, lurking affaſlins, incendidifes,”” 
ravagers and plunderers of the country, 


to whatever army they may belong, ſhall * 
© be treated with leſs reſerve ; but the la- 


8 „ titude | 
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« tirude muſt be given you” by order, and 
"Y muſt be the judge on the occaſion. | 

« Should the enemy, on their as, dare 
eto countenance acts of barbarity towards 
e thoſe who may fall into their hands, it 
« ſhall be yours alſo to retaliate: but till 
* this ſeverity be thus compelled, bear im- 
«« moveable in your hearts this ſolid maxim, 
(it cannot be too deeply impreſſed) that 
the great eſſential reward, the worthy 
« fervice of your alliance, the fincerity of 
your zeal to the King, your father and 
« never-failing protector, will be examined 
and judged upon the teſt only of your 
e ſteady and uniform adherence to the or- 
ders and counfels of thoſe to whom his 
* Majeſty has entruſted the direQion-and 
honor of his arms.” 

After the General had finiſhed his ſpeech, 
they all of them, cried out, Etow! Eta! 
Etxv! and after remaining ſome little time 
in conſultation, an old Chief of the Lo- 
quois roſe up, and made the followin; 8 
anſwer: : 


66 I ſtand 
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cc I fand up, in the name of all-the'na- 
tions preſent, to aſſure our father, that 7 
« we have attentively liſtened to his diſ- 
courſe -e receive you as our father, 
« becauſe when you ſpeak we hear the 
voice of our great father N the 


, 


* great lake. 3 . 


5 We rejoice in the approbation you | 
cc have expreſſed of our behaviour. 1 


« We have been tried and tempted.by | 
*« the Boſtonians; but we have loved our 
« father, and our hatchets have been 


a upon our affections. 


In proof of the Sinn of our pro- 
* feffions, our whole villages able to go to 
« war, are come forth. The old and in- 
« firm, our infants and wives, alone re- 


10 main/at home. 


8 With o one.common a we 8 
* a. conſtant obedience to all you have or- 


« dered, and all you ſhall order, and may 
| « the 


« the father of days giye you many, and 
£3 ſucceſs.” * E424 0 


r T m4 \@ Th . 


Aſter he chief of de ee bad 
finiſhed, they all, as before, cried out, 
Eto t Brow! Eis / and the * 
broke up. 


: — » 8 2 1 "7 
"2. - „ 18 


One of the General's Aid- de, Camps in- 


formed me, that the General was highly 
pleaſed. to. find the Indians: ſo tractable, 
hoping the eſſential ſervioe to be expected, 
would be obtained in employing them. It 
is through the friendſhip of Captain 7%, 
who took the ſpeeches. down, that I, am 


cable deed tam ps... el hon Os 


r uns u e 


* 


Orders ning; ave thot hs ah to 
embark to-morrow at day-break, to pro- 
ceed up the lake, and having many things 


to adjuſt, eee, | 
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LETTER Me 


| Coms at Buttow-Male-Bay, 
ws Lake C rg LI mow 4 
__— 
MY DEAR FRIEND, Ws . 


AFTER the meeting of the Tall at. 
| river Bouquet, the General ordered | 


* 


A a 


dance, in which they throw themſelves in 
various poſtures, every now and then W 
ing moſt hideous yells; as to their appear- 
ance, nothing more horrid can you paint 
to —_ imagination, being dreſſed in ſuck _ 
an autre manner, ſome with the ſkihs- of 
bulls with the horns upon their bee”. 
others with a great quantity of feathers,” © 
and many in a ſtate of total nudity: 'theie 


was one among them at whoſe modeſty 1 
could not help ſmiling, and who, rather 1 0 
than be. diveſted of any covering, had tied 
a blackbird before him. Joined to theſe 
— dreſſes, and added to the — 


8 appearance, 


2 
. 
. 
1 
* 


| Haß. 
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appearance, they paint their faces of va- 


rious colors, with a view to inſpire an ad- 
ditional horror. It is almoſt incredible to 
think what a prodigious degree of conceit 
and foppery 'reigns among the ſavages in 
decorating their perſons, perhaps not in- 


ferior to that by which alone ſome of our 
pretty fellows of the preſent age ſo con- 


ſpicuouſly diſtinguiſh themſelves. The 
following ſtriking inſtance of it, ſeveral 
other officers, as well as myſelf, were eye - 
witneſſes to, and it afforded us no ſmall 
entertainment: : 

In our way. to their encampment, we 
obſerved a young Indian who was prepar- 
ing for the war- dance, ſeated under a wig- 
wam, with 'a' ſmall looking-glaſs placed 
before him, and ſurrounded with ' ſeveral 
papers filled with different paints: At our 


ſtopping to obſerve him, he was at firſt a 


little diſconcerted, and appeared difpleaſed; 
but ſoon after proceeded to.adorn himſelf. 
He firſt ſmeared his face with a little bears 
greaſe, then rubbed in ſome vermillion, 

8 2 then 


* 
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then a little black, bh and green paints, 
and having viewed himſelf for ſome, time 
in the glaſs, in a rage he wiped it all off, 
and began again, but with no better ſue⸗ 
ceſs, ſtill appearing diſſatisfied. We went 
on to the council, which laſted near twꝗôoõ 
hours, and on our return found the Indian 
in the ſame poſition, and at the ſame em- 
ployment, having nearly conſumed all his 
ſtock, of colors! What a pity it is the 
ladies in England, adepts i in this art, have 
not ſuch a variety of tints to exerciſe their 
genius with? -in. my mind, if they muſt 
paint, the more ridiculous _ appear, 
the better. 02 vob 


Bear's greaſe, indeed, would not be a 
very delicate perfume, but no matter 
if nature muſt be patched up, it little ſig- 
nifies with what II could laugh at the 
ſtreaks on an Indian, but am ftruck with, 
contempt; at the airs put on by your flirts, 
from a penny-worth of carmine, | and 
touched with pity when_fxry would aſſume 

"IETF i doe 1 the 


X \ 
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the glow of teen, through a falſe ſhame, | 
or a nn want of Nr eons of 


{4 . 


An lndun. $ 5 of war conlifts in never 
eheng in an open field, but upon ſome 
very extraordinary. occaſton, for they con- 
ſider this method as unworthy an able 
warrior, and as an affair in which fortune 
Fan more chan priidence or e 


* 


4 4 . 


e are * elſentiaſervice in either 62 
fending or invading a country, being ex 
tremely {kilful in the art of rac. and : 
Fer the motions 6 an _— n 2 

20,7 14-143: Fa 

Oi a Aecret mt. they light no fi 
to warm themſelves, ' nor prepare theit 
victuals, but ſubſiſt merely on the miſera- | 
ble pittance of ſome of their meal mixed 
with water; they lie cloſe; to the ground 
all day, and only march in the night; 
while halting to reſt and refreſh themſelves, 
ſcouts are ſent out on every ſide to recon? + 
noitre the country, and beat up every 
place where they ſuſpect an enemy can lie 

S 3 concealed, 
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concealed.” Two of the principal things 
that enable them to find out their enemies, 
is the ſmoke of their fires, which they ſmell 
at a vaſt diſtance, and their tracks,” in'the 
diſcovery and diſtinguiſhing of which they 
are poſſeſſed of a ſagacity equally aſtoniſh- 
ing, for they will diſcern by the footſteps; 
that to us would appear extremely con- 
' fuſed, nearly the number of men, and the 
length of time ſince they paſſed ; this latter 
circumſtance was confirmed to me by an 
officer, who has the ſuperintending of their 
tribes. Being out upon. a ſcout with them, 
they diſcerned ſome footſteps, when the 
Indians told him that ſeven or eight people 
had paſſed that way, and that only two or 
three days ſince: they had not gone far, 
before they came to a plantation. with a 
houſe upon it, and, as is the cuſtom with 
the Indians, ran up to it, and ſurprized a 
ſcouting party of the Americans, conſiſt- 
ing of. ſeven, who had come there the 
over-night. | 


In 
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In travelling through the woods, they - 
carefully obſerve the trees, eſpecially the 
tall pines, which are for the moſt part void 
of foliage, on the branches that are expoſed 
to the north wind, the trunk on that fide 
having the bark extremely rugged, by 
which they aſcertain... the direction to be 
taken; and for the more eaſy diſcovery of 
their way back again, their tomahawks are 
continually blazing the trees, which is 
cutting off a ſmall piece of the bark, and 
as they march along they break down the 
underwood. e CIA, 


Every Indian is a hunter, and their man- 
ner of making war is of the ſame nature, 
only changing the object, by ſkulking, ſur- 
prizing and killing thoſe of their own 
ſpecies, inſtead of the brute creation. 


I There is an indiſputable neceſſity of hav- 
ing Indians, where Indians are employed 
againſt you, unleſs we had men enough of 


our own trained up in that ſort of military 
8 52 exerciſe, 


- 264 IN TERTOR TRAVELS. 

exerciſe; as our European diſcipline"is of 
1 baer awail! in the yore l W 

"The -reaſon; of my dwelling ſo RY on 
the ſubject of Indians, is becauſe Tam ſen- 
fible how repugnañt it is to the feelings of 
an Engliſhman to employ them, and how 
much theit _— and e ou been 

exaggerated. i 240 cls 


— 
LY 
* , n * 8 © ae ; 
t FLY , 3 * Til *p1J 12142 4 
” * . 


Tphey fight, as thoſe oppoſed againſt them 

fight; we muſt uſe the ſame means as our 
enemies, to be but on an equal feoting 
with them. I often reflect on that laconie 
ſpeech” a great and gallant officer made to 
His men, in the laſt war, previous to their 
going to battle, There, my brave lids, - 
* there's the enemy, and, by 'God, if you 
« do not kill them, they'll kill you.” 


2 There is a very great natural ira 
upon Lake Champlain; I am led to imagine 
that it was originally two lakes. About 
the ner of it the 1 contracts to ſuch 

9 a IA 
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a degree, that it appears as if the rock had 
been ſeparated by an earthquake; the 
paſſage between what are now two rocks, 
was but juſt wide enough for our large ſhips 
to paſs through, and that only with a fair 
wind, on account” of the current. You'll | 
allow the Re to bs: ng; Tultly's en 
Spit- Nocke n 2 * | 


nord gvad a 61 cyonog ar 
This bay, altere our ee — 
ment is, lies on the ſouth ſide of the lake, 
and derives its name from the pebbles, of 
which great abundance are thrown up on 
the ſhores, the exact form of a button- 
mould, and where thoſe of wood or horn 
| could not be — would be no * 
1 28 88 Fern 1 2 4 T 
Juſt before we entered 1 this 1 thise 
came on a moſt violent and unexpected 
ſquall, occaſioned by the land winds blow- 
ing from the top of the high mountains on 
the north ſide of the lake; it was but of 
ſhort duration, but very terrible while it 
laſted. Vou will form ſome idea how 
N power- 
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powerful, and with what violence it blows 
from theſe mountains, from the following 
circumſtance : A ſmall: brig belonging to 
the fleet, with very little fail, was in an 
inſtant laid flat on her fide, and the crew 
were obliged to cut away the maſts, to 
make her riſe again. The lake was vaſtly © 
agitated : you may eaſily judge how. very 


dangerous it muſt have been to the ſmall 


.batteaux, which are conſtructed with flat 

bottoms, and quite ungovernable when it 
_ * blows hard. Though the men who rowed 

the batteaux in which I was, were conti- 
nually relieved, it was with much difficulty 
they could bring her into this bay, their 
ſtrength being almoſt exhauſted. However, 
the whole brigade got ſafe, except two 
batteaux that were ſwamped juſt as they 
got cloſe in ſhore, but as it was not out of 
a man's depth, no lives were loſt. 


the fate of the Indians in their birch ca- 
noes, whom I thought muſt have inevitably 
been funk; upon reflection, indeed, they 


did 
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did not ſeem to be in ſuch perſonal danger, 

as both male and female, above the ſtate of 
infancy, are eternally in the water; to the 

ſurprize of every one, however, their canoes 

role to every wave, and floated like a cork, 
«which muſt be entirely owing to the light- 
neſs. of their conſtruction ; this lightneſs 
obliged them to remain ſome time upon 
the lake after we had landed, leſt the waves 
ſhould daſh their canoes agua the ſhore - 
and deſtroy them. | 


I omitted to mention in my laſt, that at 
the mouth of the river Bouquet there is a 
ſmall iſland, on which were found ſeveral 
young fawns, where the does had ſwam 
acroſs to drop them, as if by a natural in- 
ſtin& ſenſible that the buck would deſtroy 
her young. A ſoldier of the company, 
who had been on this iſland, got one, 
which he preſented to his Captain ; it was 
beautifully marked, and ſo young, that it 
could ſcarcely walk; we put it on "board 
the batteaux, but during the ſtorm it was 
waſhed overboard, and every effort to ſave 
it 


% 


* * 
* 
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it proved ineffectual; without hazarding the. 
lives of ods: in the n. Rod ee 


Every day, as Addiſon wa grows 


- Big with the fare of Cato and of Rome.” = * 


| „To- moupbw we embark from this place 
to Crown Point, where our operations 
commence againſt the enemy. ' Reſt afſuretl 


T ſhall embrace every opportunity of ſend- 
ing you the particulars of-our proceeding.” 


Yours, Kc. 


1 


* | +. # * , ( 1 0 * K 
5 * 4 0 * 6 LI iy 
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wan + «of 

y a? + 125 of by 9 4 

Comp as Caine Point, June 30.5 1777. 

| , Hoitlu⸗ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, | a 
7E are now within aer cg 


aid their watch: boats are continu- 


ay rowing about, but 2 the reach of 
cannon 


THROUGH AMERICA. 269 


cannon ſhot. Before I proceed farther, let 
me juſt relate in what manner the. army 
paſſed the lake, which was by brigades, 
generally advancing from ſeventeen to 
twenty miles a day, and regulated in ſuch 
a manner, that the ſecond brigade ſhould 
take the encampment of the firſt, and fo on 

ſucceſſively, ' for each brigade to fill the 
ground the other quittedy the time for 
departure was always at day- break. 


One thing appeared to me very ſingular, 
which I am not philoſopher enough to 
account for; in ſailing up the lake, on all 
the iſlands and points of land, the water 
ſeemed to ſeparate the trees from the land, 
and to paſs in a manner through them, 
having the appearance of ſmall bruſn wood, 
at a very little heighth from the water; 
nor do the trees appear to come in contact 
with the land, till you approach within 
two or three miles of the object, when they 
ſhow themſelves to be diſtinctly joined. 


1 9 * +> & 4 $ * 
0 , 
I ; 
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I cannot forbear picturing to your ima- 
gination one of the moſt pleaſing ſpectacles 
I ever beheld. When -we were in the 
wideſt part of the lake, whoſe beauty and 
extent I have already deſcribed, it was re- 
markably fine and clear, not a breeze 
ſtirring, 'when the whole army appeared 
at one view in ſuch perfect regularity, ag 
to form the moſt compleat and ſplendid 
regatta you can poſſibly conceive. A fight 
ſo novel and pleaſing, could not fail of 
fixing the admiration and attention of every 
one preſent. 


In the front, the Indians went with 
their. birch canoes, containing twenty or 
thirty in each, then the advanced corps in 
a regular line, with the gun-boats, then 
followed the Royal George and Inflexible, 
towing large booms, which are to be thrown 
| acroſs two points of land, with the other 
brigs and ſloops following; after them the 
firſt brigade in a regular line, then the 
Generals Burgoyne, Phillips, and Reideſel 
in their pinnaces; next to them were the 
ſecond 
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ſecond brigade, followed by the German 
brigades, and. the rear was brought up with 
the ſutlers and followers of the army. 
Upon the appearance of ſo formidable a 
fleet, you may imagine they were not a little 
diſmayed at Ticonderoga, for they were not 
apprized of our advance, as we every day 
could ſee their watch-boats. We had, it is 
certain, a very ſtrong naval force, but yet it 
might have been greatly in the power of the 
Americans to have prevented our paſſing the 
lake ſo rapidly as we have done, eſpecially 
as there are certain parts of it where a few 
armed veſſels might have ſtopped us for 
ſome time : but it is an invariable maxim 
with the Americans, of which there are 
numberleſs inſtances in the laſt campaign, 
never to face an enemy but with very ſupe- 
rior advantages, and the moſt evident igns 
and proſpects of ſucceſs. 


The army is now aſſembling in order to 
commence the fiege, as ſoon as the artillery ' 
ores arrive from Canada, which are daily 
expeted, People in England, whoſe ra- 


8 pidity 
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neu of ideas keep pace. with their good 
wiſhes, littlc imagine that the diſtanco from 
this place to Canada 18 ninety miles, there- 
fore the time it takes to bring forward 
ſtores is neceſſarily conſiderable. To the 
great praiſe of General Carleton, however, 
very little delay has yet occurred, for he 
forwards the ſtores very expeditiouſly, and 


| however ill- treated many people ſuppoſe 


he i is, or however he may conceive himſelf | 


ſo, in not having the command of this 


army, after being the commander in the 
laſt campaign, he lets no pique or ill-will 


divert him from doing all the real ſervice 


in his power to his King and country. 


In a former letter I mentioned, that we 
were to intrench at this place : but how- 
ever meaſures may be concerted with the 
utmoſt judgment and precaution for ſuc- 
ceeding, yet when an army has advanced 
to the place they are to inveſt, the General 
is often convinced, that neither the deſcrip- 
tion of others, nor the delineation of maps 
and charts have been ſo perfect in every 

* 
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particular, as not to make ſome change in 
the intended diſpoſitions neceſſary; which 
is exactly our preſent fitdation, as orders 
are given out for us to embark to-morrow. 

What will be the future operations of the 
army, after the reduction of Ticonderoga, 
it is impoſſible to ſay, but ſome vigorous 
meaſures, no doubt, are to be purſued, as 
an extract from the General's orders will 
point out to you: It is generally believed, 
however, that the army is to force its way 
into Albany: The extract is as follows: 


This army embarks to-motrow td ap- 
« proach the enemy. The ſervices re- 
« quired of this particular expedition, are 
critical and conſpicuous. During our 
« progreſs occaſions may occur, in which 
„nor difficulty, nor labor, nor life are to 
be regarded. This army muſt not re- 
& treat. From the laſt ſentence; it is a 
general and fixed opinion throughout the 
whole army, that vigorous exertions are to 
be made againſt; any oppoſition, however 
ſuperior, we- may ccounter: For ſuch an 

Vo I. . expe⸗ 
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expedition the army are in the beſt condi- 
tion that can be expected or withed, the 
troops in the higheſt ſpirits, admirably diſ- 
ciplined; and remarkably healthy. 


I omitted to mention, that ſhortly after 
the: conſultation with the Indians at the 
river Bouquet, the General ifſued out a ma- 
nifeſto, which was circulated in the fron- 


tiers and province of Connecticut, calcu- 
lated to ſpread terror among the moſt re- 


bellious, to enfgrce upon their minds an 
impreſfion of fear of the cruel operations 


of ſavages, whom he now could reſtrain, 
and their eagerneſs to be let looſe ; at the 


ſame time, in the moſt expreſſive language, 
informing them, that powerful forces were 


co-operating, both by ſea and land, to 
cruſh this unnatural 'rebellion ; inveighing 


ſtrongly on the conduct of the ' preſent 
Governors and Governments here as being 
the cauſe of -its continuance, and exhibit- 
ing, in the moſt lively manner, their in- 
juſtice, cruelty, perſecution and tyranny 3 
encouraging thoſe whoſe diſpoſition and 
4 | abilities 
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abilities would affiſt in redeeming” their 
country. from flavery, and re-eſtabliſhing 
its former government; offering protection 
and ſecurity to thoſe who continued peace- 
able in their habitations, and denouncing 
all the calamities and outrages of war to 
ſuch as ſhould perſevere in hoſtilities. How 
far it may operate in this part of the con- 
tinent, I have my fears, as the New-Eng- 
land Provinces are the moſt violent in their 
principles of rebellion. | 


+ + 


During our ſtay at this place, ich has 
been only three days, the rear of the army 


is come up, and the magazines and hoſ- 


pitals are eſtabliſhed, therefore the opera- 
tions againſt Ticonderoga will IP 


COMMmENCE. 


I am truly ſenſible how averſe you were 
to my entering the army, but when once- 
immerged, it would be folly in the extreme 
to ſay, that I wiſhed to retract. Although 
I am not an enthuſiaſt in religion, ſtill you 
know I ever held in the greateſt veneration 

e the 


not inſenſible of his protecting hand: a ſol- 
with the pleaſing reflection of having ſerved 


and how truly I am, 


the laſt, on account of the memorable ſiege 
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the ſupreme Diſpoſer of Events, and m 


dier has many hair-breadth eſcapes ; but 
ſhould it be the fate of war, and the will of 
Providence that I ſhould fall, I ſhall die 


my King and country. If I ſurvive, you 
may reſt aſſured of my embracing every 
opportunity to inform you of 2 deſtiny, 


.Yours, &c. 


LE T XZ: R XXX. 
Camp before T iconderoga, ub 5, $» 1777+ 


MY DEAR FRIEND, | 


WE E are now arrived before a place that 
is not more talked of this war than 


that 
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that then happened, in which that gallant 
officer was ſlain, who, could his immortal 
ſpirit riſe from its cold manſion, would no 
doubt be highly pleaſed to ſee his offspring, 
one placed at the head of the naval line, and 
the Wo of - the army, advancing. the 
pleaſing taſk of reſtoring peace to a deluded 
people, led on by a ſet, of factious men, to 
' a moſt unnatural rebellion. 


By the ſcouting parties juſt returned we 
learn, that there is a.brigade which occu- 
pies the old French lines on a height, to 
the north of the fort of Ticonderoga; the 
lines are in good repair, with ſeveral in- 
trenchments behind them, ſupported by 
a block-houſe; they have another poſt at 


the ſaw-mills, the foot of the carrying= 


place to Lake George, and a block-houſe 
upon an eminence above the mills, together 
with a block-houſe and hoſpital at the en- 
trance of the lake. 


Upon the right of the lines, between. 
them and the old fort, are two new block- 
* houſes, 
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houſes, and a confiderable battery cloſe to 
the water's edge. But it ſeems the Ame- 
ricans have employed their utmoſt induſtry. 
where they are in the greateſt force, upon 
Mount Independence, which is extremely 
lofty and circular. On the ſummit of the 
mount they have a ſtar fort made of pick 
ets, well ſupplied with artillery, and 4 
large ſquare of barracks within it; that 
ſide of the hill which projects into the lake 
is well intrenched, and has a ſtrong abattis 
cloſe to the water, which is lined with 
heavy artillery pointing down the lake, 
flanking the water battery, and ſuſtained” 
by another about half way up the hill. 
Fortified as the enemy are, nothing but a 
regular fiege can diſpoſſeſs them. 


There has been a ſkirmiſh with the In- 
dians and a ſmall party of the enemy, who 
were reconnoitering, in which they were 
driven back into their lines; the Indians 
were ſo raſh as to purſue them within reach 
of their cannon, when ſeveral were killed 
and wounded. — the firing of their 

artillery, 
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artillery, the brigade were ordered under 
arms, and ſhortly after the Indians brought 
the killed and wounded upon litters, covered 
with leaves. It was thought this would 
have been a check upon them, as the firſt 
that fell was of their party, but i ſeems 
rather to WE their de 


As our friend M---was jooking through 
a braſs reflecting teleſcope at the enemy's 
works, he cried out ſhot, - and we had 
ſcarcely dropt down, before we were covered 
with duſt. He ſaw them run out the can- 
non of the embraſure, and what I i imagine 
contributed to their pointing them, was the 
reflection of the ſun upon the teleſcope, 
After they had diſcovered our fituation, 
they fired ſeveral] ſhot, but whoa doing 
any I, p 


A very ingly circumſtance has occur- 
red at this encampment. This morning, a 
little after day- break, the centinel of the 
picquet guard ſaw a man in the woods, 
reading a book, whom the centinel chal- 

T 4 lenged, 
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| lenged, but being ſo very intent on hig 
ſtudies, he made no reply, when the ſoldiet 
ran up to, and ſeized him; upon waking 
from his reverie, he told the centinel he 
was Chaplain to the 47th regiment, but it 
being a ſuſpicious circumſtance, he was 
detained till the ſoldier, was relieved, who _ 
took him to the Captain of the picquet, 
{rom whence he was immediately ſent to 
General Fraſer's quarters. General Frafer 
ſuppoſing it was, a fineſſe, for the 47th 
regiment was ſtationed two or three miles 
in the tear, and the General thinking him- 
ſelf perfectly acquainted with every clergy- 
man in the army, began to make ſeveral 
enquiries concerning the Americans, at 
which he was more perplexed, and ſtill 
perſiſted in his firſt ſtory. What greatly | 
contributed to theſe miſtakes, the man's 
appearance was not altogether in his favor, 
being in diſhabille. General Fraſer not 
being able to make any thing of him, ſent 
him with an officer to General Burgoyne, 
who had no knowledge of him. To clear 
p the matter, the Colonel of the 47th 


7 regiment | 


THROUGH AMERICA. 281 


zegiment was ſent. Joe who informed. the 
General that he was the gentleman who 
had delivered a Wo from General Carle- 
ton, and had only joined the regiment from 
Canada the preceding evening. The ſtudi- 
ous gentleman little foreſaw to, what dan- 
gers he had expoſed himſelf by his. morn - 
ing ramble, till he was ſtopped by the cen- 
tinel. You, will naturally think he had 
enough to cure. bim from thele pv 
lations. in the woods, 20} C . 
Ie beeilen 
| 8 N * Fete a Seit Soba 
was obſerved towards Lake George, and 
the ſcouts brought in a report, that the 
enemy had ſet fire to the fartheſt block+ 
houſe, had ahandoned the ſaw-mills, and 
that a conſiderable body was, advancing 
from the lines towards a bridge, upon a 
road which led from the ſaw-mills to the 
right of our encampment, .. A detachment 
from our corps, ſupported by the ſecond 
brigade, and ſome light artillery, under, the 
command of General Phillips, were. then 
ordered to proceed to Mount Hope, to rey 
connoitre 


4 
j 
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conneitte the efemy 't poſition; and to like 


advantage of any oft — wa 2 
abandon or be driven from. { 49D) BG 
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The Aan“ under the command of 
Captain Prater, ſupported by his company 
of markſinen, (which were volunteer com 
panies from each "regiment of the Britiſh) 
were directed to make a ciredit on the left 
of our encampinent, to cut off the retreat 
of the enemy to their lines: this deſign; 
however, was fruſtrated by the impetuoſity 
of the Indians, Who attacked too Toon, 
which enabled the enemy to retire with 
little loſs.” General Phillips took Mount 
Hope, which cut off the enemy from any | 
communication with Lake George; after 
which we quitted our former encampment, 
and occupied this poſt, which is now in - 
great force, there being the whole of Ge- 
neral Fraſer's corps, the firſt Britiſh bri- 
gade, and two brigades of artillery.” The 
enemy have cannonaded the camp; but 
without effect, and continued the fame the 
next day, while the army were employed 
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in getting vp! the artillery tents, baggage, 
and proviſions, during which time we never 
r ga 1 19 oy 550 


mand engineer, was erden to recon- 
noitre Sugar-Hill, on- the ſouth fide of the 
communication from Lake George into 
Lake Champlain, part of which the light- 
infantry had taken poſſeſſion of Taft night; 
he reported this hill to have the entite 
command of the works and buildings, both 
at Ticonderoga and Mount Independence, 
of about 1400 yards from the former, and 
1500 from the latter; that the ground 
might be levelled ſo as to receive cannon, 
and that the road to convey them, though 
extremely difficult, might be accompliſhed 
in twenty- four hours. This hill alſo com- 
manded the bridge of communication, and 
from it they could ſee the exact ſituation 
of their veſſels; and what was another 
very great advantage, from the poſſeſſion 
of this poſt, the enemy, during the day, 
could not make any material movement or 


preparation, 
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preparation, without being diſcovereds.and; 
even their numbers counted. Upon this 
report of Lieutenant Twiſs, it was deter- 
mined a battery ſhould be raiſed on this 
poſt, for light twenty-four. pounders, me- 
dium twelves, and eight inch howitzers,. 
which very arduous undertaking, is now 
carrying on ſo rapidly, that there is little 
doubt but it will be compleated and ready 
to open upon the enemy to-morrow morn· 
ing. Great praiſe is due to the zeal and 
activity of General Phillips, who has the 
direction of this operation: he has as ex- 
peditiouſly. conveyed cannon to the ſummit 
of this hill, as he brought it up in that | 
memorable battle at Minden, where, it is 
ſaid, ſuch was his anxiouſneſs in expediting 
the artillery, that he 1 plit no leſs, than 
fifteen canes in beating the horſes; at which 
battle he fo gallantly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, - 
by the management of his n ay. den | 
tally to rout the French, 
I am hs to 3 the i 
of ſending this by a ſutler, who is return 
| | ing 
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ing down the lake to St. John's. Be aſſured 
you ſhall. know every event of this import- 


ant fiege, by the firſt conveyance that pre- 
ſents itſelf. Adieu. 


Yours, &c. | 


| LETTER XXXI. 


| Camp at Steneftoroagh, Jul 12h, 1777. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


O doubt, after ſo much as I have re- 
peatedly mentioned to you in my for- 
mer letters relative to Ticonderoga, - and 
the vigorous defence it was univerſally ſup- 
poſed the enemy would make, you will be 
greatly ſurprized to receive a letter from 
me, at ſo great a diſtance beyond that im- 
portant poſt : fully to explain to you the 
| manner 


4 
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manner of the Americans abandoning” it, 1 
and our progreſs to this place, I muſt pro- 
ceed a * methodically in my e 


After we had gained poſlellon of Sugar- 
Hill, on the 5th inſtant, that very evening 
we obſerved the enemy making great fires j 
it was then generally thought they were 
meditating an attack, or that they were 
retreating, which latter circumſtance really 
was the caſe, for about day-break intelli- 
gence was brought to General Fraſer, that 
the enemy were -retiring, when the pic- 
quets were ordered to advance, which the 
brigades, as ſoon as they were accoutred, 
were to follow. 


They were ſoon ready, and marched 
down to the works; when we came to tlie 
bridge of communication, we were obliged 
to halt till it was - ſufficiently repaired for 
the troops to paſs, -as the enemy, in their 
abandoning the works, had deftroyed it, 
and had left four men, who were, upon the 
W of our * to have fired off the 

cannon 
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cannon of a large battery that defended it, 
and retire as quick as poſſible. No doubt 
this was their intention, as they left 8 
2 n cloſe to the eanndn- 


Had 4 men Abe! their ir inftruGtions, 
they would, fituated as our brigade was, 


have done great miſchief; but, allured by 


the ſweets of plunder and liquor, inſtead 
of obeying their orders, we found them 
dead drunk by a cafk': of Madeira. This 
battery, however, had, through the folly 
of an Indian, nearly been productive of 
fatal conſequences to the th regiment, for 


juſt at the time it was paſſing the bridge, 


as he was very Curious in examining every 
thing that came in his way, he took up a 
match that lay on the ground, with ſome 


* 


fire ſtill remaining in it, when a ſpark 


dropping upon the priming of a cannon, it 


went. off, loaded with all manner of com- 
buſtibles, but it fortunately happened the 
gun was ſo elevated, no miſchief enſued. 


In 
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In a ſhort time after the Wü was 


rendered paihble, our brigade croſſed, and 
we advanced up to the picqueted fort, 


where the Britiſh colours were inſtantly 
hoiſted. The Americans certainly had 


planned ſome ſcheme, which proved abor- 
tive, and which was left perhaps to the 
commiſſion of thoſe men who remained 
behind, for the ground was ſtrewed all 


over with gunpowder, and there were 
likewiſe ſeveral aſks of it with the tops 
ſtruck out. | ü. + \\ 1 Ty To wn (4 


tel 1 bete dn 
in the fort, orders came for the advanced 


corps to march in purſuit of the enemy, 
who, we were informed, had gone to Hu- 


berton, in order to harraſs their rear. We 


marched till one o clock, in a very hot and 
ſultry day, over a continued ſucceſſion of 
ſteep and woody hills; the diſtance I can- 
not aſcertain, but we were marching very 


expeditiouſly from four in the. morning to 


that time. 


On 
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On our march we. picked up ſeveral 
ſtragglers, from whom General Fraſer 


learnt that the rear-guard of the enemy 
was compoſed of choſen men, commanded 
by a Colonel Francis, who was reckoned 


one of their beſt officers: 


During "Ir time the advanced - corps 
halted to refreſh, General Reideſel came 
up, and after conſulting with General F ra- 
ſer, and making arrangements for continu- 
ing the purſuit, we marched forward again 
three miles nearer the enemy, to an ad- 
vantageous fituation, where we * that 
night on our arms. 145 


At three in the morning our march was 
renewed, and about five we came up with 
the enemy, who were buſily employed in 
cooking their proviſions. | 


Major Great: of the 24th regiment, who 
had the adyanced guard, attacked their 
picquets, which were ſoon driven in to the 
main body. From this attack we lament 

Ver. I. U WA 
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the death of this very gallant and brave 
officer, who in all probability fell a victim 
to the great difadvantages we experience 
peculiar to this unfortunate conteft, thoſe 
of the rifle-men. Upon his coming up 
with the enemy, he got upon the ſtump of 
a tree to reconnoitre, and had hardly given 
the men orders to fire, when he was ſtruck 
by a rifle ball, felt off the tree, ans Rv. 
uttered another ſyllable, | 


The light” infantry then formed, as well 
as the 24th regiment, the former of which 
fuffered very much from the enemy's fire, 
particularly the companies of the 29th and 
34th regiments. The grenadiers were or- 
dered to form to prevent the enemy's get- 
ting to the road that leads to Caſtle-Town, 
which they were endeavouring to do, and 
were repulſed, upon which they attempted 
their retreat by a very ſteep mountain to 
Pittsford. The grenadiers ſcrambled up 
an aſcent which lm almoſt inacceſſi- 
ble, and gained the ſummit of the moun- 
tain before them ; this threw them into 


4 great 
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great confuſion, and that. you may form 
ſome idea how ſteep the aſcent muſt have 
been, the men were obliged to ſling their 
firelocks and climb up the ſide, ſometimes 
reſting their feet upon the branch of 2 
tree, and ſometimes on a' piece of the rock; 
had any been fo unfortunate as to have 
miſſed his hold, he muſt incvitably been 
daſhed to pieces. 


Although the gtenadiers had gained the 
ſummit of this mountain, and the Ameri. 
cans had loſt great numbers of their men, 
with their braye commander Col. Francis, 
ſill they were far ſuperior in numbers to 
the Britiſh, and the conteſt remained 
doubtful till the arrival of the Germans, 
when the Ameticans fled on all fides, whoſe 
numbers amounted to 2000; they were op- 
poſed only by 850 Britiſh, as it was near 
two hours before the Germans made their 


appearance. 


| General Reideſel had come to the field 
of action a confiderable time before his 
"WY troops, 
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troops, and in the courſe of the action 
paſſing by him, I could not help feeling 
for his ſituation, for the honor of a brave 
officer, who was pouring forth every im- 
precation againſt his troops, for their not 
arriving at the place of action time enough 
to earn the * of the 7 3 


Upon their arrival, we were „ 
ſive, by the noiſe we heard, that a reinforce- 
ment had been ſent back from the main 
body of the American army for the ſup- 
port, of their rear-guard, for they began 
ſinging pſalms on their advance, and at the 
ſame time kept up an inceſſant fring, 
which totally decided the fate of the day; 
but even after the action was over, there 
were lurking parties hovering about the | 
woods. 


During the battle the Americans were 
guilty of ſuch a breach of all military rules, 
as could not fail to exaſperate our ſoldiers. 
The action was chiefly in woods, inter- 
ſperſed with a few open fields. Two com- 


6 | panies 
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panies of grenadiers, who were ſtationed 
in the-ſkirts of the wood, cloſe to one of 
theſe fields, to watch that the enemy did 
not out-flank the 24th regiment, obſerved 
a number of the Americans, to the amount 
of near ſixty, coming acroſs the field, with 
their arms clubbed, who is always con- 
ſidered to be a ſurrender as priſoners of 
war. The grenadiers were reſtrained from 
firing, commanded to ſtand with their 
arms, and ſhew no intention of hoſtility : 

when the Americans had got within ten 
yards, they in an inſtant turned round their 
muſquets, fired upon the grenadiers, and 
run as faſt as they could into the woods; 
their fire killed and wounded a great num- 
ber of men, and thoſe who eſcaped imme- 
diately purſued them, and gave no quarter. 


This war is very different to the laſt in 
Germany; in this the life of an individual 
is ſought with as much avidity as the ob- 
taining a victory over an army of thouſands, 
of which the following is a e 
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After the action was over, and all firing 
had ceaſed for near two hours, upon the 
ſummit of the mountain I have already 
deſcribed, which had no ground any where 
that could command it, a number of offi- | 
Cers were collected to read the papers taken 
out of the pocket book of Colonel F rancis, 
when Captain Shrimpton, of the 62d regi- 
ment, who had. the papers in his hand, 
jumped up and fell, exclaiming, „ he was 
4 ſeverely wou nded; we all heard the 
ball whiz by us, and turning to the place 
from whence the report came, faw the 
ſmoke : as there was every reaſon to ima- 
gine the piece was fired from ſome tree, a 
party of men were inſtantly detached, but | 


could find no perſon, the fellow, no doubt, 


as ſoon as he had fired, had lipt down and 
made his eſcape. 


About five 0 clock i in the afternoon, the 
grenadiers were ordered from the ſummit 
of the mountain to join the light infantry 
and 24th regiment, on an advantageous 
ſituation; i In our cool moments, in deſcend- 


ing, | 
U 
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ing, every one was aſtoniſhed how he had 
ever gained the ſummit.—For my own 
part, it appeared as if I ſhould never reach 
the bottom ; but my deſcent was greatly 
retarded by conducting Major Ackland, 
who was wounded in the thigh. 


In this action I found all manual exer- 
ciſe is but an ornament, and the only 
obje& of importance it can boaſt of was 
that of loading, firing, and charging with 
bayonets: as to the former, the ſoldiers 
ſhould be inſtructed in the beſt and moſt 
expeditious method. Here I cannot help 
obſerving to you, whether it proceeded 
from an idea of ſelf-preſervation, or natu- 
ral inſtinct, but the ſoldiers greatly im- 
proved the mode * were taught i in, as 
to expedition, for as ſoon as they had 
primed their pieces, and put the cartridge 
into the barrel, inſtead of ramming it down 
with their rods, they ſtruck the butt-end 
of their piece upon the ground, and bring- 
ing it 'to the preſent, fired it off. The 
confuſion of a man's ideas during the time 
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of action, brave as he may be, is dndoude- ; 
edly great ; ſeveral of the men, upon exa- 
mining their muſkets, after all was over, 
found five or fix cartridges, which they 


were ow to the having rbb g. 


Deferring the remainder of the particu- 


l lars of this action, with our march to dang 
| Place, I _ - 


Yours, Xe. 


LETTER XXXII. 


Camp at Sheneſborough, July 14, 1777. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


| 4 HE confuſion of the enemy on their 


retreat was very great, as they were. 


neither ſenſible where they fled, nor by 
whom they were conducted, after Colonel 


* rancis 
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Francis was. killed, when oy ou to the 
mountains. 


Excluſive of 200 men that were killed, 
and near. 600 wounded, many of whom 
died in endeavouring to get off, the Toſs 
on our fide has been very inconſiderable. 
After the action was over, a Colonel with 
the remains of his regiment, to the amount 
of 230, came and ſurrendered himſelf pri- 


ſoner. 


The advantages of the ground was 
wholly on the ſide of the Americans, added 
to which, the woods were ſo thick, that 
little or no order could be obſerved in ad- 
vancing upon the enemy, it being totally 
impoſſible to form a regular line; perſonal 
courage and intrepidity was therefore to 
ſupply the place of military {kill and diſ- 
cipline. The native bravery of our coun- 
trymen could not be more reſolutely diſ- 
played than in this action, nor more effec- 
tually exerted. It was a trial of the acti- 


vity, er and valor of every man that 
fought. 


298 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


fought. . At the commencement of the 
action the enemy were every where thrown 
into the greateſt confuſion, but being ral- 
lied by that brave officer, Colonel F rancis, 
Gr ds; death, though an enemy, will ever 
be regretted by thoſe who can feel for the 
loſs of a gallant and brave man, the fight 
was renewed with the greateſt degree of 
fierceneſs and obſtinacy, Both parties en- 
gaged in ſeparate detachments unconnected 
with each other, and the numbers of the 
enemy empowered them to front, flank and 
rear. Some of theſe- detachments, not- 
Cs an inferiority, moſt reſolutely 
defended themſelves, and the fate of the 
day was undecided till the arrival of the 
Germans, who, though late, came in for 2 

ſhare of the glory, in diſperbng the enemy 

in a quarters. | 


Having given you the particulars of this 
engagement, permit me, as it is the firſt I 
ever was in, to make my remarks in the | 
time of conflict. 


During 
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During the action, every apprehenſion 
and idea of danger forſakes the mind, which 
becomes more animated and determined 
che nearer the time of attack approaches. 
Every ſoldier feels inſpired with an impa- 
tient ardor, as if he conceived the fate of 
the battle would be decided by the level of 
his muſquet, or the point of his bayonet: 
but the conflict once over, the mind re- 
turns to its proper ſenſe of feeling, and 
deeply muſt its ſenſibility be wounded, 

when the eye glances over the field of 
laugh ter, where ſo many brave fellows, who 
a few hours before were in high ſpirits and 
full of the vigor of life, are. laid low in 
the duſt, and the ear continually pieroed 
with the deep ſighs and groans of the 
wounded and dying. Even the joy riſing 
in the boſom at the ſight of ſurviving 
friends and. brother officers, is ſaddened by 
the recollection of thoſe who fell. Such, 
my dear friend, are the ſenſations of the 
mind, before and * a battle. 


That 
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That ſoldiers have many hair-breadth 
eſcapes, I am ſure was never more fully 
verified, than in regard to Lord Balcarres, 
who commands the light infantry; he had 
near thirty balls ſhot through his jacket 
and trawſers, and yet only received a ſmall 
graze on the hip. Others were equally as 
unfortunate, for upon the very firſt attack 
of the light infantry, Lieutenant Haggit 
received a ball in each of his eyes; and 
Lieutenant Douglas, of the 29th regiment, 
as he was carried off the field wounded, 
received a ball directly through his heart. 
Theſe extraordinary events may, in ſome 
meaſure, be accounted for, as the leaft re- 
ſiſtance of a muſquet-ball will give it a 
direction almoſt incredible: when the ſur- 
geon came to examine the wound of a poor 
American, it appeared that the ball had 
entered on his left ſide, and having tra- 
verſed between the ſkin and the back bone, 
came out on the oppoſite fide. 


When General Fraſer had poſted the 


corps in an advantageous ſtate of defence, 
and 
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and made ſome log works, as he expected 
we ſhould be attacked, his next thoughts 
were, how to refreſh the men after the fa- 
tigues of the day, proviſions being unable 
to be forwarded, on account of the coun- 
try's being very hilly; a detachment was 
ſent to ſhoot ſome bullocks that were run- 
ning in the woods, theſe were diſtributed 
in ratios to the men, which they cat, 
dreſſed upon wood aſhes, without either. 
bread or falt. 


Juſt at, this time chance Peri the 
officers with a very acceptable, though ſin- 
gular ſubſtitute for bread to their beef: 
an officer who was at Ticonderoga, by way 
of a joke, ſent his brother a great quantity 
of gingerbread that was taken at that place, 
which he now diſtributed among the offi- 
cers, and as General Fraſer ſhared the ſame 
as the men, he ſent part a it to him as 4 
preſent. | 


We hid upon our arms al night, and 
the next-morning ſent back the priſoners 
5 


404 tNTERIOR iRAVELS 


to Ticonderoga, amounting to near 2 49: 
A very ſmall detachment could be ay | 
to guard them, as General Fraſer expected 

the enemy would have reinforcements from 

the main body of their army, and oppoſe 
his croffing a wide creek, after we had 
paſſed Caſtletown. He told the Colonel 
of the Americans, who had ſurrendered 
himſelf, to inform the reſt of the prifoners, 
that if they attempted to eſcape, no quartef 
would be ſhewn them, and that thoſe who 
might elude the guard, the Indians would 
be ſent i in purfuit of, a ſcalp them. 


Leaving the fick FE wounded under 
the care of a ſubaltern's guard, to protect 
them from the Indians, or ſcouting parties 
of the enemy, the brigade marched to 
Caftletown, where the men were recruited 
with ſome freſh proviſions and a gill of 
rum; after this they proceeded on their 
march to the creek, to croſs over which 

e pioneers were obliged to fell ſome trees; 

only one man could paſs over at a time, 


fo that it was near dark before the Whole 
of 
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of the brigade had croſſed, when we had 
ſeyen miles to march to this place. 


Major Shrimpton, who 1 told you was - 


wounded upon.the hill, rather than remain 
with the wounded at Huberton, -preferred 
marching with the brigade, and on croſſing 
this creek, having only one hand to aſſiſt 
himſelf with, was on the point of ſlipping 


in, had not an officer who was behind him 


caught hald of his cloaths, juſt as he was 
falling. His wound was through his 
ſhoulder, and as he could walk, he faid 
he would not remain to fall into the ene- 


my's hands, as it was univerſally thought 


the fick and wounded muſt. . Very fortu- 
nately, however, for them, they met with 
no moleſtation, and three days after were 
conveyed in litters to Ticonderoga, as the 
road was impaſſable for any ſort of carriage. 


After we had croſſed the creek, General 
Fraſer was perfectly eaſy in his mind con- 
cerning an attack, which he had been ap- 
prehenſive of the whole day, and gave 


orders 
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orders to make the beſt of our ay 0 this 
_ encampment, which was through a road 
where every ſtep we took was nearly up to 
the knees. After a march of near thirty 
miles, in an exceſſive woody and bad cqun- 
try, every moment in expectation of being 
attacked, till we had croſſed the creek, 
you muſt naturally ſuppoſe we underwent '. 
a a moſt ſevere. fatigue, both of mind and 


* For my own PA I readily own to you, 
N that the exertions of the day had fo far 
; ', wearied me, that drinking heartily of rum 
BS, - and water, I laid down in my bear-ſkin and 
. blanket, and did not awake till twelve the 
4 next day. But that I may not fatigue you 

3 as much as I then felt myſelf, or make you 
fall aſleep, I ſhall conclude with 8 


myſelf, 


„ 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
ang a diet ch ph, 17h 
MY 1 ITC FRIEND; 


WII are ſtill encam bed it this place, 
| waiting the arrival of proviſions, 


barteauæ, and many other incurabratices, 
armies in general are but very ſeldom trow- 
bled with; and is a hindrarice which that 

to the ſouthward has not to enconnter; for 
whatever want of water carriage they meet 
with, the navy can always act in co-opera- 
tion with them: I mention this; that you 
may not be ſurprized at our not making 
ſuch rapid marches; and over-running the 
country; as they in all probability will. 


The army are all aſſembled at this place; 
and in a few days the advanced corps inareh 
to Fort Edward: You would like to learn 
the movements of the other part of the 

Vor. I: X army. 
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army, after we got poſſeſſion of Ticonde- 
roga ; I was not with them, but you ſhall 
know what I have been able to collect. 


After a paſſage had been made, with 
great difficulty, but with much expedition, 
for the gun-boats and veſſels to paſs the 
bridge of communication, between Ticon- 
deroga and Fort Independence, (which had 
coſt the Americans much labor and expence 
in conſtructing) the main body of the army 
purſued the enemy by South Bay, within 
three miles of this- place, where they were 
poſted in a ſtockaded fort, with their armed 
gallies. The firſt brigade was diſembarked 
with an intention of cutting off the ene- 
_ my's retreat, but their haſty flight rendered 
that manceuvre uſeleſs. The gun- boats 
and frigates purſued the armed veſſels, and 
when the enemy arrived at the falls of this 
place, they made a defence for ſome time, 
after which they blew up three of their 
veſſels, and the other two ſtruck. - 


Fd e "ws 

On the enemy's retreat they ſet fire to 

the fort; dwellin g-houſe, faw-mill, iron- 

works, and all the building on this plan- 
tation, deſtroyed. the batteaux, and retired 

to Fort Edward. ; 


An officer who came up at the time of 
the conflagration, aſſured me he never ſaw 
ſo tremendous a ſight ; for excluſive of the 
ſhipping, building, &c. the trees all up the 
fide of the hanging rock had caught fire, 
as well as at the top of a very lofty hill. 
The element appeared to threaten univerſal 
deſtruction. 


The gth nk was ſent to take poſt 
at Fort Ann, to obſerve. the motion of the 
enemy, as well as to diſlodge them: but 
intelligence having been received that they 
had been greatly reinforced, Colonel Hill 
ſent word to General Burgoyne, that he 
ſhould not retire with his regiment but 
maintain his ground ; the other two regi- 
ments of the brigade, with two pieces of 
artillery, were ordered to ſu pport them, 

1 with 


enemy not being able to force them in 
froiit, endeavoured to turn their flankyi 


much to be feared; when Colonel Hi 
thought it neceſſary to change his rang 
jn the very height of the action, which wat 1 
executed with great ſteadineſs and bravecyl 4 
In this manner the fight was carried on fo ; 
. a conſiderable length of time, the Briti 
troops maintaining their ground, and * 
+ ſetting fire to Fort Ann, but left a ſaw- 


mill and block-houſe ſtanding, - which was - 
immediately taken 5 of ** a party 
de the gch regiment. l 
MP 21-74 nf 
£ 7 3 ; A fler 
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with General Phillips, who took the com 
mand]; but a violent ſtorm of rain, Which 
Jaſted the whole day, prevented their get 
ting to their relief ſo ſoon as was intended 
which gave the gth regiment an opportu⸗ 
nity of diſtinguiſhing themſelves, in a moſs 
gallant and fignal manner, by repulſing an 
attack of ſix times their number, and the 


which from their great ſuperiority wap 
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After we had abandoned this block-houſe 
and faw-mills, and proceeded to Fort Ed- 
ward, the enemy returned and ſet fire to 
it; and as you deſire me to ſend you a few 
drawings of ſuch things as I might think 
beſt worth taking a ſketch of, I have ſent 
a repreſentation of the block-houſe and 
ſaw-mill, as being a very romantic view. 


The gth regiment have acquired great 
honor in this action; though it laſted ſo | 
long, and was fought under ſuch diſadvan- = 
tages, they haye ſuſtained very little loſs. | 
Captain Montgomery (brother-in-law to | 
Lord Townſhend) a very gallant officer, 

was Wounded early in the action, and taken 

priſoner, with the ſurgeon, as he was 
dreſſing his wound, which happened as the | 
regiment was changing its poſition, | | 


During this action, that pleaſant Hiber- 
nian acquaintance of ours, M——, of the 
ſame regiment, was ſlightly wounded, and 
conveyed into the houſe with the reſt of 
the wounded, which had been attacked, 
X 3 ag 
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as part of the regiment had thrown: then. 
ſelves into it, for better defence during the 
action. Our friend M —, in endeavor- | 
ing to comfort his fellow-ſufferers, in a 
blunt manner, exclaimed, By heavens, 
© my good lads, you need not think ſo 
much of being wounded, for by Jaſus 
cc God there's a bullet in the beam. vr 


As to the other part of the army, ſome 
remained behind at Ticonderoga, ſome em- 
ployed in bringing up the hattebux, '&c. 
but the whole are now aſſembled, and col- 
tefted at this place. 


4p rom the various accounts we ne benny 
able to collect of the Americans, relative 
to their abandonin 8 Ticonderoga, it ſeemed 
that upon our gaining poſſeſſion of Sugar- 
Hill, a poſt which they were certainly very 
Fvegligent and imprudent in not ſecuring, 
: they were greatly diſmayed, and ſeeing the 
preparations we were making to open a 
battery, which 1 before obſerved had the 
command of all their works, they called a 

| council 
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council of their principal officers, when it 
was pointed out to them by General Sin- 
clair, who commanded the garriſon, that 
their force was very deficient in numbers 
to man their works, and that it was im 
poſſible to make any effectual defence, ob- 
ſerving to them that places, however ſtrong, 
without a ſufficient number of troops, muſt 
ſurrender, and that in all Probability the 
place would be ſurrounded in leſs than four 
and twenty hours. In this ſituation of 
affairs, the General 'faw the ruin of his 
army, and it was his opinion that the fort 
ought to be abandoned to ſave the troops; 
that the baggage and artillery ſtores were 
to be ſent to Skeneſborough by water, and 
the troops were to march by land; by the 
way of Huberton, to that place. Theſe 
propoſals being fully approyed of by the 
council, was the reaſon of their evacuating 
it that night, and en 80 Journ 
taking, 


General Burgoyne foreſeeing the great 
difficulties of conveying even proviſions, 
X 4 ring 
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ſetting apart baggage, has _ out the 
following orders? Ty 


It is obſerved, that the injuoRiog 
2 ai before the army took the field, re: 
„ lative to the baggage of officers, has not 
$ been complied with, and that the regi- 
ments in general are encumbered with 
much more baggage than they can-poſ- 
** fibly be ſupplicd with means of convey: | 
* ing, when they quit the lake and rivers; 
* warning is therefore given again to the 
** officers, to convey by the batteaux which 
« will ſoon return to Ticonderoga, the 
e baggage that is not indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
«. ſary to them, or upon the firſt ſuddep 
movement, it muſt inevitably be left on 
* the ground. Such gentlemen as ſeryed 
in America laſt war may remember, that 
** the officers took up with ſoldiers tents, 
and often confined their baggage to a 
2 * knaplack, for months together.” 2 15 


Fortunately for me, my horſe bas come 
Fr 


to 
5 
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to keep the little baggage I brought with 
me, 425 * 


The Indians, animated with our ſucceſs, 
have acquired more confidence and courage, 
as great numbers haye joined the army, 
and are daily continuing | ſo to do. 


Vnexpected orders being juſt, given our, 


that Captain Gardner departs to-morraw 
for England, and havipg ſeveral more let- 
ters to write, 1 am obliged to leave you. 


＋y— — 


Yours, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Camp at Steneferagh, Tub in im. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


* OU will no doubt be ſurprized, that 
in my account of the proceedings of 
the army, every circumſtance of which 
ſeems to add glory and conqueſt to the 
Britiſh arms, that I never made mention 
of the ſavages, in our purſuit of the enemy 
from Ticonderoga; they could not, in any 
reſpect whatever, be drawn away from the 
plunder of that place, and I am afraid this 
is not the only inſtance in which the Gene- 
ral has found their affiſtance little more 
than a name. 


Thoſe who have the management and 
conduct of them are, from intereſted mo- 
tives, obliged to indulge them in all their 
caprices and humors, and, like ſpoiled chil- 


dren, 


1 
2 as, 
4% . 
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dren, are more unreaſonable and importu- 
nate ypon every new indulgence granted 
them : but there is no remedy ; were they 
left to themſelves, they would be guilty of 
enormities too horrid to think of, for 
guilty and innocent, women and infants, 
would be their common Os 
23H 2006) 11450 

'ThieTs-tos much —.— of their | 
Canadian Indians, which are the only ones 
who haue joined our army; but we under- 
ſtand, wi we days march, the Outawas, 
and ſome remoter nations, are on 'the road 
to join us, more brave, and more tractable, 
who profeſs war; and not pillage. They 
are under the direction of a Mogſieur Si. 
Luc, and one Langdale, both of whom 
were great partizans of the F rench laſt war; 
the latter was the perſon who planned and 
executed, with the nations he is now eſcort- 
ng, the defeat of General r | 


1* theſe Indians correſpond with the 
character given of them, ſome good may 
be derived from their 6 little is to 

be 
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be expected from thoſe with the _ at 
Mo but 5 8. 


4 As 1 hinted. to you, in a former letter; 
the General's manifeſto has not had the 
deſired effect, as intelligence is brought in 
that the committees are uſing their utmoſt 
endeavours to counteract it, by watching and 
impriſoning all perſons they ſuſpect, com- 
pelling the people to take arms, to drive 
their cattle and burn their corn, under the 
penalty. of immediate death ; and, forry am 
I to add, that numbers of well-diſpoſed 
perſons to the ſycceſs of our arms, haye ; 
already undergone that fate! Hiſtory, I 
think, cannot furniſh an inſtance, where a 
war was ever carried on with ſo much 
rancor, not only with thoſe who ſeem in- 
clined to oppoſe them, but equally to thoſe 
who would remain neuter. 


Numbers have joined the army fince we 
have penetrated into this place, profeſſing 
_ themſelves loyaliſts, wiſhing to ſerve, ſome 
to the end of the war, ſome only the cam- 

| paign, 
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paign, a third part of the number have 

arms, and till arms arrive for th remain- 

der, they are employed in clearing the 
roads and repairing the bridges, in which 
the Americans are very expert. 


We are obliged to wait ſome time in our 
preſent poſition, till the roads are cleared 
of the trees which the Americans felled 
after their retreat. You would think it 
almoſt impoſſible, but every ten or twelve 
yards great trees are laid acroſs the road, 
excluſive of ſmaller ones, eſpecially when 
it is conſidered what a haſty retreat they 
made of it. Repairing the bridges is a 
work of ſome labor, added to which a ſtock 
of proviſions muſt be brought up previous 
to our marching to Fort Edward. We lie 
under many diſadvantages in proſecuting | 
this war, from the impediments I have 
ſtated, and we cannot follow this great 
military maxim, . in good ſucceſs puſh the 
advantage as far as you can. 


While 
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While this part of the arty is thus ens 
ployed, the remainder are . conveying the 
gun- boats, batteaux, and proviſion veſſels 
into Lake George, to ſcoyr that lake, and 
ſecure the future route ür magazines; 
when that force is read to move down the 
lake, the army will proceed tFipolleſs Fort 
Edward, by which means the enemy, if 
they do not abandon Fort George, muſt 
inevitably be caught, as they will be en- 
cloſed by the tw armies. During theſe 
movements Gene Reideſel is to make a 
diverſion into Connecticut, and reconnoitre 
the country, and by that feint to draw the 
attention of the. Americans to amoſt every 
quarter. 


Our ſucceſſes, no doubt, muſt have ope- 
rated ſtrongly on the minds of the enemy; 
and they will be equally as anxious to adopt 
meaſures for ſtopping the progreſs of our 
army, as to prevent the imminent danger 
the northern colonies are expoſed to; 


* 
On 
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On Sunday. laſt a thankſgiving ſermon 
was preached, for the ſucceſs of our arms, 
after which there was a feu de joię fired by 


the whole army, with artillery and ſmall © 


arms ; the ſermon was preached by the 
| clergyman whom I have made mention of, 
and an exceeding good one it was, for a 
pariſh church, but not in the leaſt appli- 
cable to the occaſion. 


By the beſt intelligence that can be 
gained, we are informed, that General 
Schuyler is at Fort Edward, collecting the 
militia from the adjacent countries, which, 
with the remains of their broken army, is 
to form a ſufficient body for making a ſtand 
at this place. Their ſhattered army have 
ſuffered incredible hardſhips from the want 
of proviſions, and the neceſſaries to cover 
them, from the inceſſant rains that have 
fell of late, as they were compelled to make 
a week's circuit through the woods, before 
they could reach Fort Edward, in order to 
avoid the various ſtrong detachments that 

- 9 . * 
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we had ann. wen 


"I I omitted to imme to you, . your 
old friend Captain H—, was woimded at 
the battle of Huberton, early in the action, 
when the grenadiers formed to ſupport the 
light infantry. I could not paſs by him as 
he lay under a tree, where he had ſcrambled 
upon his hands and knees, to protect him 
from the ſcattering ſhot, without going up 
to ſee what aſſiſtance could be afforded him, 
and learn if he was ſeverely wounded. You 
who know his ready turn for wit, will not 
be ſurprized to hear, though in extreme 
agony, that with an arch look, and clap- 
ping his hand behind. him, he told me, if 
I wanted to be fatisfied, I muſt aſk that; 
as the ball had entered at his hip, and paſ- 
ſed through a certain part adjoining : he is 
now at Ticonderoga, and, from the laſt 
account, is recovering faſt. 525 


W. 
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rival at Fort Edward you _ depend upon 
. mw 


* 
- k * 
\ 
* . F þ 
ours, 8 
* 
- 
# F * SS -*x 
+ # g . , 


LETTER XXXV. 


Forge Fr hk, ee —_— 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


Wu ove anrived at this place, in which 
it was thought the enemy would 


have made a ſtand, but upon intelligence 


of our advancing, they precipitately aban- 


doned it, as they did the garriſon of Ticon- 


deroga. Very fortunately for the garriſon 
of Fort George, they had paſſed this place 
about an hour befbre our arrival; had they 
Vor. I. ens been 


327 
We niach to- morrow, and on our ar- 
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been that much Na muſt have been 
inevitably. cut off. 1 ani 
IL nns 

The country between out late encamp- 
ment at Skeneſborough and this place, was 
a continuation of woods and creeks, inter- 
ſperſed with deep moraſſes; and to add to 
theſe natural impediments, the enemy had 
very induſtriouſly augmented them, by 
felling immenſe trees, and various other 
modes, that it was with the utmoſt pains 
and fatiguewe could work-our way through 
them. - Excluſive of theſe, the watery 
grounds and marſhes were ſo numerous, 
that we were under the neceſſity of con- 
ſtructing no leſs than forty bridges to paſs 
them, and over one morals. there v 55 | 
vid of eas two miles in length. 
en $330 Ds Þ act tl 

5 our a desegbe this wilderneſs; 


as it may with propriety be called, we met 


with very little difficulty from the Ameri- 
cans. They ſometimes, when. our people 
were removing the obſtructions we! had 
continually to encounter, would . attack 

4 them, 
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them, but as they were only ſtraggling 
parties, they were eafily repulſed. The 
diſtance from our late encampment to this 
place was ſmall, but the many obſtacles 
the enemy had thrown in our way, made it 
a matter of aſtoniſhment, conſidering the 
laborious march we had ee mw 
we n arrive ſo ſoon. 


On our way, we ches De the 
Pine- plains, which derive their name from 
an extenſive ſpace of level country, on 
which grows nothing but very lofty pine- 
trees. On theſe plains we frequently met 
with the enemy's encampment, and about 
the center of them, upon ſome riſing 
giound, there were exceeding ſtrong works, 
defended by an immenſe abbatis, where it 
was thought they would wait our approach. 
But this poſition was not ſuited to the 
Americans; for if their lines were forced, 
their rear was an open extent of country. 
It is a general obſervation, that they never 
make a ſtand but upon an eminence, al- 
Y 2 moſt 
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moſt inacceſſible, and a wood . Fat ws 
retreat. 


At this encampment the. wn = 
dians have joined us; they ſeem to polleſs - 
more bravery, and much more humanity, 
than thoſe who accompanied us acroſs Lake 
Champlain, as the following little e 
| will < convince N 


A ho n cell of chans fol in 
nich 2 ſcouting. party of the Americans, 
and after a little ſkirmiſh, the enemy fled | 
to their bafteaux, and rowed acroſs. the 
tiver. The Indians fired at, but could not 
reach them, and being greatly exaſperated 
at their making their eſcape, perceiving & 
hog-trough, they put. their fire-arms into 
it, ſtripped and ſwam acroſs the river, puſh» 
ing the hog-trough before them. The 
Indians gained the ſhore lower down than 
the Americans, ſurprized and took them 

priſoners, and brought them back in er 
batteau acroſs the river. oath © 


»: 1h 


One 
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One of the Americans, à very brave fel- 
low; was woundedl in the ſkirmiſh; and 
unable tb walk, when the Indians brought 
him upon their backs for near three miles, 
with as much care and attention as if he 
hes "_ one ee own pope "to 


* the Indians: beaches he: cata, 
we were all apprized of their bringing in 
ſome priſoners; by their ſetting ap the wat 
whoop ; but every one was aſtoniſhed, and 
as equally pleaſed at their humanity, in 
beholding an Indian bringing on his 
back the chief of the party. He was 
taken before General Fraſer, but would 
give no anſwer to any queſtion, and be- 
haved in the moſt undaunted manner. The 
General itnagining that by ſhewing) him 
attention he might gain forme inform tion 
frotw him, ordered him ſome refrefhument; 
and when the Surgeon had examined his 
wound, told him he muſt immediately un- 
derge an amputation, which being per. 
formed, he was requeſted to keep himſelff 
ſtil and quiet, or a looked jaw Would ina 
a 3 evitably 
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evitably enſue; to this he replied, with great 
firmneſs, © then I ſhall have the pleaſure 
of dying in a good cauſe, that of gaining 
independence to the American Colonies.” 
I mention this circumſtance, to ſhew how 
chearfully ſome of them will facrifice their 
lives in purſuit of this favorite idol. Such 
was the man's reſtleſs diſpoſition, that he 
actually died the next morning. This 
death was generally regretted, as one 
among the very few who act from princi- 
ple; had he ſurvived, a different ſtatement 
of the caſe might have rendered him as 
ſtrenuous a loyaliſt, as e a nn as he 
rag = Me Nach 


: 7 thoſe who: _ wks W to our 
employing Indians, a melancholy inſtanee 
was lately afforded, that will afreſh ſharpen 
their arguments againſt the maxim, and as 
the matter will certainly be greatly exagge- 
rated, when the accounts of it arrive in 
England, I ſhall relate to you the circum- 
Kance, as it really happened, and clearly 
point out * misfortune not to be the 

'-! oF „ 
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ell ah near beer hie. 
Nw Aur War. £4.24; 09 aan 


affeted to Government, had abandoned 
their habitation to avoid the ill treatment 
of the Americans, and left their child alone 
in it, who, upon the approach of out army, 


was determined to leave her father's houſe 


and join it, as a young. man, to whom ſhe 
was on the point of being married, wag an 


officer in the provincial troops; ſome In 


dians, Wwho were out upon a: ſcout, by 


at firſt treated her with every mark of civir 
. lityithey, are capable of, and were conduct: 
ing her into camp; When within 2 mile of 
it. 1 diſpute: aroſe. between the two. Indi+ 
ant, hoſe priſaner {he was, and, wards 
growing very high, one of them, who was 


fearful of loſing the reward for bringing 
her ſafe into camp. moſt ob oe 


dene 239 it z py wed of 31g. mms 4 


20 +97 2) dt obutino ha dig 
_ Y 4 | : 1 be 


- Ayoung lady, whoſe W * 2 | 


chance met with her in the woods ;gthey 


— — D— — — — — 


— <a es neem mn - 
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The ſituation of the General, whoſe-hus 
manity was much ſhocked at ſuch; an n 
| ſtance of barbarity, was very diſtreſſing and 

critical; for however inclined! he might be 
to puniſh the offender, ſtill it was hazartling 
the revenge of the Indians, whoſe. friceds 
ſhip he had to been rather than ta ſeck 


cee e 90% ail nagu, odvf 2 H 
1 4 OF; [INT 03 44) ZW 
che Chief of the tribe to which the Ins - 


dia belonged, readily conſented to his 
being delivered up to the General, toil | 
with him as he thought proper; but at the 

dame titme fed, it was the rules of their 
War, that if two of them at the ſame in- 
1 Mat ſeized a priſoner,” und ſeemed to have 
un equa} claim, in eaſe any diſputeargſe 
between them, they ſoon decided the con- 
teſt; for the unhappy cauſo was furt to be · 
we de ene, copten tien 
Fn „nine yo! 1 l udo Jo {4 * 
Thus fell a poof antenne push laß 
| Whoſe death muſt be univerſally lamented,. 
Lam afraid you will accuſe mt of grent 
a athy, and conclude the ſcenes of war to 
F 35 haye 
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have hardened my feelings, when I tay, 
that this circumſtance, put in competition 
with all the horrors attendant on this un- 
fortunate cotiteſt, and which, in all preba- 
bility, are likely to Increaſe — is bat 
r on N ke 


. jrewietichclawds | 
che Indians upon this occafioh; aid laid 
reſtraints upon . 
other enormitles. He was the more exaſ- 
perated, as they were Indians of the re- 
moter tribes who had been gailty of this 
offene; and Whom he had been taught to 
took upotr as more watrlike. I believe; 
however, he has found equal depravity of 
principle reigns throughout the whole of 
them, and the only pre- eminence of the 
IONS anne in mn 1 


** 


ber ede thirs was an appatent 
change in theit tempers; their Ill humor 
and mutinous diſpoſition ſirongly mam- 
feſted Melf, when they found the plunder 
of the country- was controuled; theit-inter- 
Prevents 
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being likewiſe dobarred from thoſe emolu · 
ments, were -profligate enough to promote 
OY: deſertion and revolt. 
2908 21 n 185101 Mt! in vid 
- Ta this inſtance, howevnt, " Menſituri Ft. 
Tuc is to be acquitted of theſe factions, 
though I believe he Was but too ſenſible of 
their pining after the accuſtomed. horrors, 
and that they were become as impatient of 
his controul as of all other: however, thro! 
the pride and intereſt of authority, and at 
the ſame time the affectionate love he hore 
to his old aſſociates, he was induced to 
cover the real cauſe under frivolous t 
tences of my oe 94 eee 
1 the * . at he; 50 in- 
3 of the above gentleman, a council 
was called, when, to the General's great 
aſtoniſhment, thoſe nations he had the di- 
rection of, declared their intention of re- 
turning home, at the ſame time demanding 
the General to concur with and aſſiſt them; 
This event was extremely embarraſſing, as 
* it 


C 
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it was giving up part of the force which 
had been obtained at a great expence to 
Government, and from whoſe aſſiſtance ſo 
much was looked for: on the other hand, 
if a cordial reconciliation was made with 
them, it muſt be by an indulgence in all 
their exceſſes of blood and rapine. Never- 
theleſs the General Was to give an imme: 
diate anſwer; he firmly refuſed their pro- 
poſal, inſiſted upon their adherence to ſthe 

reſtraints that had been eſtabliſhed, and at 
the ſame time, in à temperate manner, re- 
preſented; to. them their ties of faith, of 
generoſity and honor, adding many other 


perſuaſive arguments. to ne any in 
nn their ſervices, dt: vA beni 


This * ſeemed to hn Guia — 
with them, as many of the tribes neareſt 
home only begged, that ſome part of them 
might be permitted to return to their har- 
veſt, which was granted. Some of the re- 
mote tribes ſeemed to retract from their 
propoſal, profeſſing great zeal for the ſer- 
vice. 


Notwith- | 
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_ Notwithſtanding this, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the General, and every one be- 
Jonging to the army, the deſertion took 
place the next day; when they went away 
by ſcores, loaded with ſuch plunder #8 they 
had eolleed,; and have continued to do ſd 
daily, till ſearce one of thoſe that aunt 


at Skeneſborough is left 


12 is with great pleaſure I hand 
that Major Ackland is ſo far recovered, as 


to aſſume his command of the grenadiers ; 
he arrived at the camp yeſterday, accom- 
panied by the amiable Lady Harriet, h], 
ſtrained, by the poſitive injunction of her 
huſband, from ſharing the fatigue and 
hazard that was expected before Ticbnde- 
roga. But ſhe no ſooner heard that the 
Major was wounded; than ſhe croffed Lake 
Champlain to join him, determined to fol- 
low his fortunes the remainder ef the came 

paign. | S897 07 een 043: wary 
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That your partner in the connubial ſtate, 
ſhould you be induced to change your ſitu- 
ation, may prove as affectionate, and evince 
as tender an anxiety for your welfare, as 
Lady Harriet, on all occaſions, ſhews for 
that of the Major, is the ardent wiſh of 


* x71, | "x 
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LETTER XXXVL. 


| e th INI Aug: 8, 1777 


* 2 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


WV. Rill remain at this 3 
till proviſions: are brought up to 
enable us to move forward; and notwith- 
ſtanding. theſe delays in our convoys and; 
ſtores, it will certainly be thought we re- 
| main 
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main too long for an army whoſe bufineſy 
is to act offenſively, and whoſe firſt motion, 
according to the maxims of war, ſhould 
contribute, as ſoon as poſſible, to the exe- 
cution uf the. n bes 
I ied it will be the * brett 
in England, that we ought, after we had 
penetrated thus far, to have made our way 
to Albany by rapid marches, it being no 
more than fifty miles diſtant from this 
place. In this inſtance it is to be conſi- 
dered, how the troops are to paſs two great 
rivers, the Hudſon and the Mohawk, with- 
out barteaux; to form a bridge, or water- 
raft, to convey large bodies at once, even 
admitting the contrivance of a bridge of 
rafts to paſs the Hudſon, and truſt to 
chance for the paſſage of the Mohawk, or 
in caſe of a diſappointment, recourſe to be 
had to the fords at Schene#ady, which are 
fifteen miles from the mouth of the river, 
5 and are fordable, except after heavy rains: 
removing all theſe impediments,” for a 
* march the ſoldier muſt of courſe be 
exempted 
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exempted. from all perſonal incumbrances, 
and repreſented as juſt marching from a 
parade in England, for nothing can be 
more repugnant to the ideas of a rapid 
march, than the load a - ſoldier generally 
carries during a campaign, conſiſting of a 
knapſack, a blanket, a haverſack that con- 
tains his proviſion, a canteen for water, a 
hatchet, and a proportion of the equipage 
belonging to his tent; theſe articles, (and 
for ſuch a march there cannot be leſs than 
four days proviſion) added to his accoutre- 
ments, arms, and ſixty rounds of ammu- 
nition, make an enormous bulk, weighing 
about ſixty pounds. As the Germans muſt 
be included in this rapid march, let me 
point out the incumbrance they are loaded 
with, excluſive of what I have already de- 
ſcribed, eſpecially their grenadiers, who 
have, in addition, a cap with a very heavy 
braſs front, a ſword of an enormous ſize, 
a canteen that cannot hold lefs than a 
gallon, and their coats very long ſkirted,” 
Picture to yourſelf a man in this fituation, | 
. | and 
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and how ghd well calculated he ig 
oy nnn %- 212952 bas 
e i $9 2 
It may be acged, that the men might be 
oy" xy from a conſiderable part of this 
burthen, and that they might march free 
from knapſacks and eamp equipage, being 
diveſted of which, they might have carried 
more proviſion, Admitting this, it would 
not remedy the evil, it being with great 
difficulty you can prevail on a comman ſol- 
dier to huſband his proviſion, in any exi- 
gency whatever. Even in a ſettled camp, 
a young ſoldier has very ſhort fare on the 
fourth day after he receives bis, proviſian: 
and on a march, in bad weather and bad 
roads, when the weary foot flips: back at 
every ſtep, and a curſe is provalted by the 
enormous weight that retards him, it muſt 
be a very patient veteran, who has experi- 
. enced much ſcarcity and hunger, that is 
not tempted to throw the whole contents 
of his haverfack into the mire, inſtances 
af which ] un foveral of cur evans 
9 | * 
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When they thought -they ſhould. get freſh 
proviſion at the next encampment, and that 
only when they were loaded with four days 
proviſion : the ſ{6ldiers reaſon in this man- 
ner: the load is a grievous incuthbrance— 
want but a little way off and I have often 
heard them exclaim, Damn the provi- 
« fions, we ſhall get more at the next en- 
4 campment; the General won't let _ 
« ſoldiers ſtarve.” “ 


. . Conſiſtent with the idea of api), K 
is neceſſary to carry forward more provi- 
ſion than for bare ſuſtenance during the 
march, or how were the men to ſubſiſt 
when they arrived at Albany, where the 
Americans will certainly make a ſtand ? but 
even ſuppoſing they ſhould not, they will 
of courſe drive off all the cattle, and deſtroy 
the corn and corn-mills ; this can only be 
effected by carts, which could not keep 
pace with the army, there being only one 
road from Albany for wheel-carriages, and 
in many places there are deep and wide 
gullies, where the beadged are broken, and 
VorL. I. 2 muſt 
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muſt neceſſarily be repaired. This road is 
bounded on one fide by the river, and on 
the other by perpendicular aſcents, covered 
with wood, where the enemy might not 
only greatly annoy, but where, in one. 
night, they could throw impediments in 
our way, that would take nearly the whole 
of the next day to remove, therefore every 
idea of conveying more proviſion than the 
men could carry on their backs muſt ceaſe, 
as the time and' labor in removing theſe 
obſtructions, and making new roads for the 
carts to paſs, becauſe they could reach the 
army, would inevitably be the cauſe of a 
famine, or the army muſt retreat. All 
notion of artillery is totally laid aſide,” as 
in the preſent ſtate of the roads, not the 
ſmalleſt ammunition tumbril could be cars 
ried with the wk | 
There are many 3 be led away 
with the ideas of a rapid march, and ſay 
that artillery is uſeleſs ; but they can only 
form their opinion from the warmth af 
* wiſhes. It is W to judge, or 
form 
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form- an opinion, unleſs upon the ſpot ; 
for, ſpeaking within compaſs, there are not 
leſs than à dozen ſtrong paſſes, ſetting 
aſide the paflage of the Mohawk ; where, 
if ſtrengthened with abbatis, which the 
Americans are expert in making, as they 
never encamped a fingle night without 
throwing up works of this fort in a. few 
hours, five hundred of their militia would 
ſtop, for a time, ten times their number of 
the braveſt troops in the world, who had 
not artillery to aſſiſt them. | 


| Having ſtated theſe objections to the 
principles and praRicability of a rapid 
march, you cannot but be fully convinced 
how neceſſary it is to advance with a ſuffi- 
cient ſupply of ſores, both of artillery and 
proviſions ; and in order to gain a great 
ſupply of the latter, as well as to provide 
ſome teams and oxen, a detachment i is going | 
to Bennington, to ſurprize a magazine of 
the enemy's, which will enable.the army to 
proceed without delay, and its Commander 
to proſecute the object of his expedition. 
* Certainly 
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Certainly the ſituation of the General is 
extremely trying, however zealouſſy he is 
inclined, and anxious in compleating the 
object of his command. For one hour 
that he can devote in contemplating how 
to fight his army, he muſt allot twenty to 
contrive how to feed it! This inconve- 
nience the enemy have not to encounter, 
as their army is ſpeedily and regularly ſup- 
lied with every thing, by means of their 
navigable rivers, which communicate from 
province to province. An American Ge- 
neral has only to teach his men to fight, 
(that's a pretty difficult taſk you'll ſay; ) he 
is never at a loſs how to feed them. ON 


It is, from the various circumſtances I 
have ſtated, greatly to be wiſhed, that the 
minds of ſome men were more open to 
conviction, to form their opinions with the 
greater Wan of ſentiment. 196 


A few days ſince I went from this to 
Fort George, relative to ſome artillery 
NS, at which place I had an opportunity 

of 
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of ſeeing Lake George, which, although 
conſiderably ſmaller than Lake Champlain, 


in my opinion exceeds it far in ** of 
beauty and diverſity of ſcene. 


About the center of the lake there are 
two iſlands, on the largeſt of which, called 
Diamond Iſland, are encamped two compa- 
nies of the 47th regiment, under the com- 
mand of Captain Aubrey, for the purpoſe 
of forwarding the proviſions acroſs the 
lake. This iſland, as well as the one that 
is cloſe to it, formerly was ſo over-run with 
rattle-ſnakes, that perſons when they paſſed 
the lake, ſeldom or ever ventured on them. 
A batteaux in failing up it, overſet near 
Diamond Iſland, and among other things 
it contained ſeveral hogs, which ſwam to 
the ſhore, as did the Canadians who were 
rowing it up: the latter, in apprehenſion 
of the rattle-ſnakes, climbed up trees for 
the night, and the next morning obſerving 
a batteaux, they hailed the people in it, wha 
took them in, and conveyed them to Fort 


George, | 
- © oY Some 
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Some time after, 'the man who owned 
the hogs, being unwilling to loſe them, re- 
turned down the lake, and with ſome com- 
rades ventured a ſearch. After traverſing 
the iſland a conſiderable time, they at laſt 
found them, but ſo prodigiouſly fat, that 
they could ſcarcely move, and in theit 
ſearch only met with one rattle-ſnake, 
which greatly ſurprized them, as the iſland 
was reported to abound. Their wonder, 
however, was not of long duration, for 
being. ſhort of proviſions, they killed one 
of the hogs, the ſtomach of which was 
filled with rattle-ſnakes, and from this 
circumſtance it was natural to conclude 
the hogs had d them fince their 
map 


This was related to me by a perſon on 
whoſe veracity I can depend, and ſeveral 
of the inhabitants have informed me fince, 
that if a hog happens to meet a rattle- 
ſnake, it will immediately attack and des 
your =. 


As 
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As I am on the ſubjeR of rattle-ſnakes, 
and this country greatly abounding with 
them, permit me to deſcribe to you thoſe 
reptiles, which I am the better enabled to 
do, having ſeen one killed yeſterday. It 
was about a yard long, and about three 
inches in circumference, jn its thickeſt part; 
it had ſeven rattles at the end of its tail, 
and according to the number of theſe 
rattles, its age is aſcertained, every year 
producing an additional one, fixed by a 
ſmall ligament within the other, and being 
hollow, the quick motion of the tail occa- 
fions a noiſe ſo peculiar to itſelf, that I 
cannot mention any thing ſimilar. to it. 
The ſcales of theſe rattle-ſnakes are of 
variegated colors, and extremely beautiful ; 
the head is ſmall, with a very quick and 
piercing eye; their fleſh, notwithſtanding 
the venom they are poſſeſſed of, is very de- 
licious, far ſuperior to that of an eel, and 
On a yery rich foup. 


The bite of theſe reptiles is certain death, 
unleſs pro proper remedies are bed. Pro- 
2 Z 4 © vidence 
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vidence has been ſo attentiye to our prefer, 
vation (a pretty remark you'll ſay this, ta 
come from a ſoldier, who is contributing 
daily his aſſiſtance to the deſtrpying and 
maiming hundreds), that near to where 
theſe reptiles xeſort, there grows a plant, 
with a large broad leaf, called plantain, 
which being bruiſed and applied tp the 
wound, is a ſure antidote to the ill effects 
of its venom. The virtues of this ep 
were diſcovered by a negro in Virginia, for 
which he obtained Hi liberty and a penſipy 
for life, 


This difcovery, like many others equally 
ſurprizing, was the mere effect of chance, 
This poor negro having been bit by ong 
of theſe ſnakes in the leg, it ſwelled in an 
inſtant to ſuch a degree, that he was un- 
able to walk ; lying down on the graſs in 
great A he gathered ſome of this 
plant, and chewing it, applicd it to the 
wound, imagining it would cool the in- 
flammation ; this giving him inſtant relief, 

he renewed the application ſeveral timey,. 


png 
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and the ſwelling abated, ſo as to enable 
him to walk home to his maſter's. planta» 


tion; after repeating the ſame for the ſpace 
of two or three days, he was periettly rex 


covered. 


But however ſurrounded I may be with 
venomous reptiles, the clank of arms, and 
horrors. of war, reſt aſſured that neither 
diſtance, time, nor place, can eraſe the idea 
of friendſhip, nor the ſweet thoughts of 
what is left behind, ever be n in the 


TOON of 


Yours, &c. 


L T- 
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LETTER XXXVIL 
Camp at Batien Kill, dur, 24s 1717+ 
MY DEAR PRIEND, 


TT is with the utmoſt concern J tell you 
the expedition to Bennington has failed, 
and great numbers made priſoners. This, 
no doubt, will be a matter of great exul- 
tation to the Americans, and diveſt them 
of thoſe fears they had entertained of the 
German troops, eſpecially as they have 
been defeated by a ſet of raw militia. In 
this enterprize the General left nothing for 
chance to do, but planned every thing his 
wiſdom could ſuggeſt to effect it, and the 
project would have anſwered many deſirable 
ends, had the execution of it proved as 
fortunate as the plan was judicious, 


In ſome former letter I laid much ſtreſs 
againſt a rapid movement, and endeavored 
CR. * 
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to point out to your the total impracticabi- 
lity of it. I need only add another argu- 
ment to impreſs you fully with the fame 
fentiments, The army could no more 
proceed without hoſpital ſtores, than it 
could without provifions; for depend upon 
it, the General who carries troops into fire, | 
without precautions to alleviate the certain 
conſequences, is ſure to alienate their affec- 
tions, and damp their ardor; it is exacting 
more than human ſpirit is able to ſuſtain. 
It is not neceſſary for you to be accuſtomed 
to fields of battle, to be convinced of truth; 
tet your mind only reſt for a moment on 
the objects that preſent themſelves after an 
action, and then reflect, that there is not a 
mattraſs for broken bones, nor a cordial 
for agony and faintneſs. Thoſe whoſe ideas 
are continually marching with a much 
greater rapidity than ever an army did, ſup- 
poſe no oppoſition, and no ſuffering from 
wounds. The many helpleſs and in ago- 
ties, who muſt be edel abandoned (ſup- 
poſing the reſt could be prevailed on to 
abandon thoſe whoſe caſe might the next 

2 | day 
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day be their own) make no continu 
with men of precipitate imagination, I 
ſhall cloſe this ſubject with obſerving, that 
in my opinion, a General is reſponſible ta 
God and his country for the armies he 


conducts, and that he cannot eaſily over- 


Jook theſe objects; however anxious he may 
be, he muſt be patient till a few hundred 
beds, and à proper proportion of medicine 
and chirurgical materials, can be brought 


up for troops that are to fight as well ag 


march. 


In order to take advantage of the * 
ceſs that was expected from the expedition 


to Bennington, the army m moved to the 


eaſt fide of Hydſon's river, and on the 
14th, a bridge of rafts was conſtructed, 


over which the advanced. corps paſſed, and 
encamped on the heights at Saratoga, 


Whatever was the cauſe of the failure 
of the expedition to Bennington, of which 
many appear, the principal one ſeems ta 
have Nen the delay of * reinforcement 

| „ 


THROUGH AMERICA. 349 
that was ſent to ſupport the firſt detach- 
ment, which was from eight o'clock in 
the morning to four o clock in the after- 
noon of next day, marching” two and 
twenty miles; che advanced corps, not only 
at the time the Germans were ſent, but at 
the fallure of it, felt themſelves much 
hurt, thinking it was a duty they ought , 
to have been employed on, and it was not 

till after its failure, that impreſſion was 
eraſed from their minds, by being informed 
they were reſerved for more important ſer- 
vices; for in caſe that expedition had 
proved ſucceſsful, the advanced corps were 
to have puſhed forward to the heights of 
Still- Water, and intrenched there till the 
army and proviſions could have joĩned; by 
this means the whole country on the weſt 
fide of the river to the banks of the Mo- 
n Would have been in our poſſeffon. 


A few days after we had encamped at 
the heights of Saratoga, the bridge of rafts 
was carried away by the torrents occaſioned. 
by the late heavy fall of rain, and our 

| eommu- 
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communication cut off from the main 
body. If the enemy, after the late ſucceſſes, 
in our preſent fituation, had been induced 
to attack us, the General. would have found 
himſelf in a very bad pciſition, and unable 
to take a better, as tlie advanced corps 


could not be ſupportecl by the line; the 
only means of retreat would have been un- 
der the cover of our artillery, therefore 
our corps were recallecl, after the action at 
Bennington, and were obliged to croſs the 
river in boats and ſcqwls, and take up our 
old encampment at this n. | ö 


The Mohawk nation, 3 are 1 e 
Sir William Johnſon's Indians, as Having 
their village near his plantation, and who, 
in his life-time, was continually amongſt 
them, were driven from their village by 
the Americans, and have joined our army: 
they have conae with their /quaws, children, 
cattle, horſes, and ſheep, and are encamped 
at the creek. from whence this place takes 
its name; hen the army croſs the river, 


N * 
9 : 
« 
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"the ivony and chile are v es C- 
da, and the men to remain. . 


Upon their arrival I viſited them at 
their encampment, and'had an opportunity 
of obſerving the mode they adopt in train- 
ing up their children. They are in a 
manner amphibious; there were ſeveral of 
the men bathing in the creek; and a num- 
ber of little children, the eldeſt could not 
be more than ſix years old, and theſe little 
creatures had got into the middle of the 
creek upon planks, which they paddled 
along, ſometimes ſitting, then ſtanding on 
them, and if they overbalance the plank, 
and ſlip off with a dexterity almoſt incre- 
dible, they get on it again; as to diving, 
they will keep a conſiderable time under 
water, nearly two or three minutes. 


The mode of confining their young in- 
fants, is by binding them flat on their 
backs to a board, and as they are ſwad- 
dled up to their head, it makes them re- 


binding 
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ſemble living mummics ; this method dr 
binding their young, I am led to imagine, 
is the cauſe of that perfect ſymmetry 
among the men. A deformed Indian is 
rare to be met with; the women would be 
equally as perfect, but as they grow up, 
they acquire a habit, it being deemed an 
ornament, of ſo turning in the feet, that 
their toes almoſt meet; the /quaws, after 
they have ſuckled their infants, if they fall 
aſleep, lay them on the ground, if not 
-they hang the board they are ſwaddled to 
on the branch of à tree, and ſwing them 
till they do; upon a march, they tie theſe 
boards, with their infants, on their backs. 


As the river is ſubje& to continual tor- 
rents and increaſe of water, a bridge of 
boats is now conſtructing,. to preſerve a 
communication with both ſides of the river, 
which when compleated, the advanced 
corps are to paſs 2 and eneamp at 
mig; en e 


Iam 
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I am interrupted by the cries of ſome 
Ine who are ſetting up the war whoop, 
on their bringing | in pus 1 


When they are As Gerd nbi in 
hearing of the camp, they ſet up the war 
whoop, as many times as they have num- 
ber of priſoners. It is difficult to deſcribe 
it to you, and the beſt idea that I can con- 
vey is, that it conſiſts in the ſound of 
«bhoo, b, abo which is continued till 
the breath is almoſt exhauſted, and then 


broke off with a ſudden elevation of voice; 


ſome of them modulate it into notes, by 
placing the hand before the mouth, but 
both are heard at a great diſtance. 


Whenever they ſcalp, ' they ſeize. the 


head of the diſabled or dead enemy, and 


placing one of their feet on the neck, twiſt 
their left hand in the hair, by which means 
they extend the ſkin that covers the top of 
the head, and with the other hand draw 
their ſcalping knife from their breaſt, 
which is always kept in good order for 

Vor. 1. ST 


-* 
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this cruel purpoſe, a few dextrous ſtrotes 
of which takes off the part that is termed 
the fcalp ; they are fo exceedingly expe- 
ditious in doing this, that it ſcarcely ex- 
ceeds a minute. If the hair is ſhort, and 
they have no purchaſe with their hand, 
they ftoop, and with their teeth ſtrip it 
. off z when they have performed this part 
of their martial virtue, as oon as time per- 
mits, they tie with bark er deer's finews: 
their ſpeaking trophies of blood in a finall 
hoop, to preſerve it from putreſaction, 
painting part of the ſcalp and the. hoop all 
round with red. Theſe they preferye as 
monuments of their -prowels; and at the 


fame time as proofs of the vengeance they 
have inflicted on their enemies. 


At one of the W eee 
for ſeveral ſcalps hanging upon poles, is 
front of their 4/gwams ; one of them had 
zemarkably fine long hair hanging to it. 
An officer -that was with me wanted to 
purchaſe it, at which the Indian ſcemed 


1 nor would he part with 
this 


1 
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this barbarous trophy, although he was 
offered fo ſtrong a temptation as a bottle | 


of ien. 


he appearance er x dead body, you 


muſt allow, is not a pleafing ſpectacle, but 


when ſealped it is ſhocking ; two, in this 
ſituation, we met with, in our march from 


Sketr@botough ts Fort Edward. After 6 


cruel an operation, you could hardly ſup- 


poſe any one could ſurvive, but when we 
took poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga, we found 
two poot fellows who lay wounded, that 
had been ſealped in the fkirmiſh the day 
before the Americans abandoned it, and 


e ries; Gems af I have 


ſeen a perſon who had been ſcalped, and 
was as hearty as a e his hair never 
grew again. : 


Should I'at * time be unfortunate 


enough to get wounded, and the Indians 


come acroſs me, with an intention to ſcalp, 
t wu be my wiſh to receive at once 4 


A's x n con 
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.coup de grace with their tomahawk, which 5 
in moſt inſtances they mercifully allow. 


This inſtrument they make great uſe of 
in war, for in purſuing an enemy, if they 
find it impoſſible to come up with them, 
they with the utmoſt dexterity throw, and 
ſeldom fail ftriking it into the ſkull or back 
of thoſe they purſue, by that means ar- 
reſting them in flight, The tomabawk: is. 
nothing more than a ſmall hatchet, having 
either a ſharp ſpike, or a cup for tobacco, 
affixed oppoſite to the part that is intended 
for cutting, but they are moſtly made to 
anſwer two purpoſes, that of a pipe and a 
hatchet. When they purchaſe them of the 
traders, they take off the wooden handle, 
and ſubſtitute in its ſtead a hollow cane 
one, which they do in a curious manner. 


I make no doubt but, it will afford you 
great pleaſure, knowing. how much you 
are intereſted in my welfare, when 1 inform 
you that I have had ſome promotion, and 
it is the more ſatisfactory to myſelf, as I 
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am not removed out of the advanced corps, 
it being into the 24th regiment. If 1 eſcape 
this campaign, either through intereſt or 
N purchaſe, there are hopes of obtaining a 
company. With my beſt wiſhes for your 
health and happineſs, a am ; 


- Yours, &c. 


LETTER XXXVIIL | 
Camp at Freeman's Farm, Sept. 24. 1777. 


My DEAR FRIEND, 


Tu bridge of W was ſoon con- 
ſtructed, and thirty days proviſion 
brought up for the whole army. On the 
13th inſtant, we pafſed Hudſon's river, 
and encamped in the plains of Saratoga, 
at which place there isa handſome and 

commodious dwelling-houſe, with out- 
Aa 3 houſes, - 
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houſes, an exceeding, fine ſaw and griſt- 
mill, and at a ſmall diſtance a yery neat 
church, with ſeveral houſes round it, all of © 
which are the property of General Schuy- 
Jer. This beautiful ſpot was quite deſerted, - 
not a living creature on it. On the grounds 
were great quantities of fine wheat, as alſo 


Indian corn; the former was inſtantly cut 


down, threſhed, carried to the mill to be 
ground, and delivered: to the men to ſave 


our proviſions ; the latter was cut for ſon 
rage for the N | 


Thus a plapeption, with large crops of 
ſeveral ſorts of grain, thriving and beauti- 
ful in the morning, was before night re- 
duced to a ſcene of diſtreſs and poverty! 
What havoc and devaſtation is attendant. + 
on war! Your coffee-houſe acquaintance, 
who fight battles over a bottle of wine, 
and dictate what armies ſhould do, were 
danger only to ſhew itſelf upon your coaſt, 
and threaten an invaſion, would inſtantly, 
like the poſſeſſors of this delightful. ſpot, be 


* 
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Aying to the moſt interior parts of the 


On the 15th the whole army made a 


ee TOON | a AT IN 
POO ORE. 


1 omitzed to mention a fd -— 


happened to that amiable woman, Lady 


Harriet Ackland, a little before we paſſed 


Hudſon's river, which neither has altered 


her reſolution nor her chearfulneſs, but ſhe 
continues her progreſs, partaking the fa- 


nemme = 


a * 


Our kenstion, as being the Seo poſt 


of the army, was frequently ſo very alert, 
that we ſeldom flept out of our cloaths. 


* 
— 


In one of theſe ſituations a tent, in which - 


Major Ackland and Lady Harriet were 


aſleep, faddenly caught fire; the Major's - 


. orderly ſerjeant, with great. danger of ſuf- 
focation, dragged out the firft perſon he 
got hold of, which was the Major. It 
N happened, that in the ſame 


A inſtant 
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inſtant Lady Harriet, without knowing 
what ſhe did, and perhaps not perfectiy 
awake, made her eſcape, by creeping under 
the walls in the back part of the tent, and 
upon recovering her ſenſes, conceive what 
her feelings muſt be, when the firſt object 
ſhe beheld was the Major, in the midſt of 
he flames, in ſearch of her! The ſerjeant 
again ſaved him, but the Major's face and 
body was burnt in a very ſevere manner: 
every thing they had with them in the 
tent was conſumed. This accident was: 
| occafioned by a favorite Newfoundland 
dog, who being very reſtleſs, overſet a 
table on which a candle was burning, (the 
Major always had a light in his tent during 
the night, when our ſituation. required it) 
and it rolling to the walls of the tent, in- 
ſtantly ſet them on fire, | 


On the 17th the army renewed their 
march, repairing a great number of bridges, 
and encamped on a very advantageous 
ground, at the diſtance of about four miles 
_=_ | from 


THROUGH AMERICA. 361 


from the enemy, who. are ſtron gly poſted at 5 


| 8 till- Water . 


At our laſt encampment a circumſtance 
occurred, which, though trifling in itſelf, 
marks how provident nature has been ta 
the younger part of the brute creation. It 
is the cuſtom in camp to picket the horſes 
in the rear of the tents: in the night I 
was awaked with a great ruſtling of my 
tent cords, and a ſqueaking noiſe ; on get- 
ting up, I found it was a little colt that my 


mare had foaled. When we reſumed our 


march the next day, I was much embar- 


raſſed what to do with the colt, fearful it 


would weaken my mare, and render her 
unable to convey my baggage, but I would 
not have it deſtroyed; and, believe me, this 
little creature, only dropped the night be- 
fore, though in a journey of ſuch a diſtance 


as ſeventeen miles, through thick woods 
and bad roads, was as gay and chearful, 


when we arrived at our encampment, as if 
it had been in a meadow, after which, you 
. J R : 7 may 
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may be ſure, I could. not find in my heart 
to make away with it. 


On the 18th, the enemy appeared in | 
force, to obſtruct the men who were re- 


pairing the bridges, and it was imagined . 
they had a deſign of drawing us to action, 
in a ſpot where artillery could not be em- 
ployed ; a ſmall loſs was ſuſtained in ſkir- 
miſhing, and the Ne IAEY bridges was 
effected. | 


At this encampment a number of men 
got into a potatoe-field, and whilſt gather- 
ing them, a ſcouting party of the enemy 
came acroſs and fired on them, killing and 
wounding near thirty, when they might 
with eaſe have ſurrounded the whole party, 
and taken them priſoners. Such cruel and 
unjuſtifiable conduct can have no good ten» 
dency, while it ferves greatly to increaſe 
| hatred, and a thirſt for revenge. | 


On the 19th, the army marched to meet : 
the enemy, in three diviſions; the German | 
line 
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line flanked the artillery and baggage, pur- 


ſuing the courſe of the river through the 


meadows; the Britiſh line marched paralle} 
to it at ſome diſtance, through the woods, 
forming the center diviſion; whilſt the ad- 
vanced corps, with the grenadiers and light 
infantry of the Germans, made a large 
circuit through the woods, and compoſed 
the right hand diviſion; on our right there 


were flanking parties of Indians, Cana- 


dians, and Provincials, 


The ſignal guns for all the columns to 
advance were fired between one and two 
o'clock, and after an hour's march, the 


advanced party, conſiſting of the picquets 
of the center column, under the command. 


of Major Forbes, fell in with a conſider- 


able body of the enemy, poſted in a houſe 
and behind fences, which they attacked, 


and after much firing, nearly drove in the 


body of the Americans, but the woods 
being filled with men, much annoyed the 
picquets, who. were very fortunately ſup- 
ported "A two companies of the 24th regi- 


ment, 
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ment, one of which happened to be our 
company, and a piece of artillery, which 
General Fraſer had detached, on hearing 
the fire of Major Forbes's party and we 
.came up juſt as the den tied. X 


In this ſkirmiſh, a Ua an of Gt 
Fraſer's reſcued from the Indians an officer 
of the Americans, one Captain Van Swear- 
ingham, of Colonel Morgan's Virginia 
rifle-men; they were on the point of ſtrip- 
ping him, which the man prevented, and 
recovered his pocket-book from them, con- 
taining all his papers of conſequence and - 
his commiſſion. He offered the ſoldier all 
his paper dollars, and lamented he had no 
hard ones to reward him with. | | 


The bat-man bought him up to Gene- 
ral Fraſer (who now had come up to the 
two companies he had detached) when he 
| Interrogated him concerning the enemy, 
but could obtain no other anſwer, than 
that their army was commanded by Gene- 
rals Gates and Arnold, General Fraſer, 

| 3 
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exceedingly provoked: that he could gain 
no intelligence, told him if he did not 
immediately inform him as to the exact 
ſituation of the enemy, he would hang him 
up directly; the officer, with. the moſt un- 
daunted firmneſs, replied, vou may, if 
« you pleaſe.” The General perceiving 
he could make nothing of him, rode off, 
leaving him in the cuſtody of Lieutenant 
Dunbar of the 8 880 | 


— 


M ſervant, juſt at this bed arrived 
with my canteen, which, was rather for- 
tunate, as we ſtood in need of ſome re- 
freſhment - after our march through the 
woods, and this little ſkirmiſh. I requeſted 
Dunbar, with his priſoner, to partake of 
it, and fitting down upon a tree, we aſked 
this Captain a variety of queſtions, to 
which he always gave evaſive anſwers, and 
we both obſerved he was in great ſpirits. 
at laſt I ſaid to him, Captain, do you 
*« think we ſhall have any more work upon 
our hands to-day?” to which he replied, 
6c Ves, yes, you Il have buſineſs enough, 

66 for 
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< for there are many hundreds all round 
* you now.” He had hardly ſpoke the 
words, than from à wood, a little way in 
our front, there came an exceſſive heavy 
fire. Dunbar ran to his guns, ſaying, 
* A—, you muſt take charge of the Cap. 
tain.” There being only one officer, beſides 
myſelf, with the company, I committed 
him to the cuſtody of a ſerjeant, to convey 
him to the houſe where the reſt of the 
priſoners were, with particular orders, as | 
the General had deſired, that he ſhould not 
be ill treated; I then haſtened to my come 
pany, on joining of which I met a number 
of the men, who were retiring wounded, 
and by this time the firing of the _— 
was ſuppreſſed wy the artillery." 


Shortly after this we heard a moſt tre- 


mendous firing upon our left, where we 


were attacked in great force, and the very 
firſt fire, your old friend, Lieutenant Don, of 

che 21ſt regiment, received a ball through 
his heart. I am ſure it will never be 
WK. — for When he was 


wounded, 
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nearly as high as a man. The party that 
had attacked us were again drove in by our 
cannon, but the fire raged moſt furiouſſy 
on our left, and the enemy were marching 
to turn their right flank, when they met 
the advanced oorps, poſted in a wood, who 
repulſed them. From that time, which 
was about three o'clock, till after ſun- ſet, 
the enemy, who were confinually ſupplied | 
with freſh troops, moſt vigorouſly attacked 
the Britiſh line: the ſtreſs ly upon the 
zoth, 21ſt, and 62d regiments, moſt part 
of which were engaged for near four hours, 
without intermiſſion. - The grenadiers and 
24th regiment, as well as part of the light 
infantry,” were at times engaged. In the 
conflict the advanced corps could only act 
partially and occaſionally, as it was deemed 
unadyiſeable to evacuate the heights where 

they dre We DEAF ur 


General Phillips, a a r critical 
period, when the Britiſh- line was hard 
preſſed, by a great ſuperiority of fire, 

brought 
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reſtored the action, and gallantly led up to 
the 20th regiment, at the utmoſt hazard of 
his . | 


General Reideſel extited himſelf, bes 
up the Germans, and arrived in time to | 
. the enemy with great bravery. | 


| Juſt as * evening cloſed 3 in, the INS 
gave way on all fides, and left us maſters 
of the field, but darkneſs prevented Aa 
purſuit. | 


The troops lay that night upon. their 
arms, and the next day took. a poſition 
nearly within cannon-ſhot of .the enemy ; 
we have fortified our right, and our left 
extends to the brow of the heights, ſo as 
to cover the meadows, by the river ſide, 
where the batteaux and hoſpitals are placed. 
The 47th regiment, with the regiments of 
- Heſſe Hanau, are encamped in the ee 
* a farther ſecurity. | | 


The 
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The great valor diſplayed. by the Britiſh 
troops encountering many obſtructions, 
and ſuch a powerful enemy, as, from the 
account of the priſoners, they had nearly 
treble our numbers in the field, -and the 
great advantage of receiving inſtant re- in- 
forcements, muſt, in the eyes of thoſe who 
judge impartially, reflect the higheſt honor. 


% 


Notwithſtanding the glory of the day 
remains on our fide, I am fearful the real 
advantages reſulting from this hard-fought 
battle, will reſt on that of the Americans, 
our army being ſo much weakened by this 
engagement, as not to be of ſufficient 
ſtrength to venture forth and improve the 
victory, which may, in the end, put a ſtop 
to our intended expedition; the only appa- 
rent benefit gained, is, that we keep poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ground where the engage- 


ment began. 


This e * dane and the con- 
Ghvences reſulting from it, will fully con- 


firm the arguments I pointed out to you 
E 
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relative to a rapid march. The. victory 
muſt inevitably have been on the ſide of 
the Americans, without our artillery, and 
what a wretched ſtate muſt, the many brave 
ſoldiers be in, without any comfort, or an 
OY to remove them to |. 


The courage ood obinacy with which 
the Americans fought, were the aſtoniſh- 
ment of every one, and we now become 
fully convinced, they are not that con- 
- temptible enemy we had hitherto imagined 

them, incapable of ſtanding a regular en- 
gagement, and that they would only fight 
dehind ſtrong and powerful works. 


We bave loſt many brave men, and 
among that number is to be lamented 
Captain Jones, of the artillery, who was 
Eilled at his brigade of guns. The artil- 
lery of the army diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
greatly, but this brigade in particular, the 
-.. officers and men ſtationed at thoſe guns 
being all killed and wounded, except Lieu- 
denen Hadden, who had à very narrow 


eſcape, 
9 
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eſcape, his cap being! ſhot away as he was 
ſpiking up the cannon; 


Having juſt received orders to attend a 
working- party, to throw up a redoubt, I 
am obliged to defer a further account of 
this engagement till my next: It Will, no 


doubt, afford you much pleaſure to hear, 


that in this ſevere action I have eſcaped 
. 


| Yours, &. 


L E TY ER XXXIX. 


Camp at Freeman's Farms 08: 666, 177). 


* — 


My, DEAR nn, 


* 


WI E have gained little knots by our | 


victory than honor, the Americans 
| working with inceſſant labor 1 to een 


Bb 2 their 
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their left; their right is already unattack- 
able. Inſtead of a diſheartened and flying 


enemy, we have to encounter a numerous, 


and, as we lately experienced, 'a reſolute 
one, equally diſpoſed to maintain their 
ground as ourſelves, and commanded by 
Generals whoſe activity leave no advan- 
tages unimproved. 


The day after our late engagement, 1 bad 
as unpleaſant a duty as can fall to the lot 
of an officer, the command of the party 
ſent out to bury the dead and bring in the 
wounded; and as we encamped on the ſpot 
where the three Britiſh regiments had been 
engaged, they were very numerous. Ina 
former letter I deſcribed to you the ſenſa- 
tions both before and after a battle, but in 
ſuch an employment as this, the feelings are 
rouſed to the utmoſt pitch. You that are 
pleaſed to compliment me on my humanity, 
will think what I muſt have felt, on ſeeing 
.. fifteen, fixteen, and twenty buried in one 
hole. I however obſerved a little more de- 


cency than ſome parties had done, who left 
I heads, 
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heads, legs and. arms above ground. No 
other diſtinction is paid to officer or ſoldier, 
than that the officers are put in a hole by 
themſelves. Our army abounded with 
young officers, in the ſubaltern line, and in 
the courſe of this unpleaſant duty, three of 
the 2oth regiment were interred together, 
the age of the eldeſt not exceeding ſeven- 
teen. This friendly office to the dead, 
though it greatly affects the feelings, was 
nothing to the ſcene in bringing in the 
wounded; the one were paſt all pain, the 
other in the moſt excruciating torments, 
ſending forth dreadful groans. They had 
remained out all night, and from the loſs 
of blood and want of nouriſhment, were 
upon the point of expiring with faintneſs : 

ſome of them begged they might lay and 
die, others again were inſenſible, ſome upon 
the leaſt movement were put in the moſt 
horrid tortures, and all had near. a mile to 
be conveyed to the hoſpitals; others at 
their laſt gaſp, who for want of our timely 

aſſiſtance muſt have inevitably expired. 


Theſe poor creatures, periſhing with cold 
8 and 


- 
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and weltering in their blood, diſplayed ſuch 
a ſcene, it muſt be a heart of adamant that 
could not be affected at it, even to a degree 
of weakneſs, | 


In the courſe, of the laſt action, Lieute- 
nant Heryey, of the 62d, a youth of ſixteen, 
and nephew to the Adjutant-General of 
the fame name, received ſeveral wounds, 
and was repeatedly ordered off the field by 
Colonel Anſtruther ; 3 but his heroic ardor 
would not allow him to quit the battle, 
while he could ſtand and ſee his brave lady 
fighting beſide him. A ball ſtriking one 
of his legs, his removal became abſolutely 
neceſſary, and while they were conyeying 
him away, another wounded him mortally, | 
In this fituation the Surgeon recommended 

him to take a powerful doſe of « opium, tq 
| avoid a ſeven or eight hours life of phy 
exquiſite torture: this he immediately c con 
ſeated to, and when the olonel entere 
che tent with Major Harnage, who were 
| both wounded, they aſked whether he had 
any affairs they could ſettle for him '? His 


reply 
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reply was, that being a minor, every 
« thing was already adjuſted ; but he had 
one requeſt, which he had juſt life enough 
to utter, Tell my uncle I died like a ſol- 
dier!“ Where will you find in ancient 
Rome heroiſm . 


n the ground where we defeated 
our enemy, all is hoſtile and dangerous in 
an alarming degree; it ſhould ſeem as if we 
had conquered only to preſerve our repu- 
tation, for we have reaped little advantage 
from our invincible efforts; the only ſatis- 
faction reſulting on our part is, the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having acquitted ourſelves 
like men, with a determination that the 
honor and renown of the Britiſh arms 
ſhould remain unſullied. The nature of 
the country is peculiarly unfavorable in re- 
ſpect to military operations, it being diffi- 
cult to reconnoitre the enemy, and to ob- 
tain any intelligence to be relied on: the 
roads, the ſituation of the enemy, the 
grounds for ' procuring forage, of which 
2 great want, and all parties 

Bb 4 are 
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are in queſt of, are often attended with the” 
utmoſt danger, and e great bodies to 
cover every | 


The ne of amal which had 
induced the Indians that remained to ac- 
company us thus far, beginning now to 
fail, and ſeeing they have nothing but hard- 
ſhips and warfare, they are daily decreaſing. 
They were of vaſt ſervice in foraging and 
ſcouting parties, it being ſuited to their 
manner: they will not ſtand a regular en- 
gagement, either through the motives I 
formerly aſſigned, or from fear, but I am 
led td imagine the latter is the caſe, from 
the obſervation I have made of them in 
our late encounter with the enemy. The 
Indians were running from wood to wood, 
and juſt as our regiment had formed in the 
ſkirts of one, ſeveral of them came up, and 
by their ſigns were converſing about the 
ſevere fire on our rigat. Soon after the 
enemy attacked us, and the very firſt fire 
the Indians run off Pg the wood. 


, 1 q 


As 
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As to the Canadians, little was to be 
depended on their adherence, being cafily | | 
diſpirited, with an inclination to quit as 


ſoon as there was an appearance of danger; 
nor was the fidelity of the Provineials to be 


relied on who had joined our army, as they. - 


withdrew on perceiving the reſiſtance of 
the Americans would be more e 
than * been n-expetted, | 11 
5 Amin of this Indes Candilliin; j 
and Provincials, at a time when their ſer- 
vices were molt required, was exceedingly 
mortifying; and however it may prove, 
this inſtance will ſhew future commanders 
what little dependence is to be ry on 
ſuch n ili 


ven will reality allow: Ahe in tdi 
higheſt teſt of affection in a woman, to 
ſhare with her huſband the toils and hard- 
ſhips of the campaign, eſpecially ſuch an 
one as the preſent... What a trial of forti- 

tude the late action muſt have been, through . 
a ditreffing interval of 00g ſuſpence 
The 


| 
| 
1 
. 
1 
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The ladies followed the route of the artil- 
lery and baggage, and when the action be- 
gan, the Baroneſs Reideſel, Lady Harriet 
Ackland, and-the wives of Major Harnage 
and Lieuteant- Reynell, of the 62d regi- 
ment, entered a ſmall uninhabited hut, but 
when the action became general and bloody, 

the Surgeons took poſſeſſion of it, being 
the moſt convenient. for the: firſt. care of 
the wounded ; in this ſituation were theſe 
ladies four hours together, when the com- 


fort they. afforded: each. other. was broke in 


upon, by. Major Harnage being brought in 
to the Surgeons deeply, waunded:!; What 
a blow. muſt the next intelligence be, that. 
informed them Lieutenant Reynell was: 
killed! Madame de Reideſel and Lady Har- 
riet could afford but little conſolation to 
their companions, through an anxiouſneſs 
they knew not how. to ſmother, leſt it 
might bs ſagn, very ſoon, their, own ſitua- 
tion. The - fears of Lady Harriet were 
were doubly. increaſed, having eyery appre- 


henfion, not only for her huſband but her 


brother, | | 
E Surrounded 
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Yorrounded by the dead and the dying 
for four long hours, the groans of tlie 

wounded, the diſcharge of the muſquetty, 
and all the buſtle of arms my God 
what'a ſtate for women of ſuſceptibility ! 
—uncertain how the battle would termi+ 
nate, and whether each ſhould claſp again 
the object of her deareſt hopes, for whoſe 
fake ſhe had trayerſed dreary regions, en- 
countered hunger and wearineſs, and wit- 
neſſed All the carnage of a long- diſputed 
field unanimated by the tumult, and 
ne ſharing the glory. 


A long war teaches the r 


flatibm the uſe of arms, and very frequently 
puts chem in a condition to repair in the 
<nd, the loſſes they ſuſtained in the begin- 
ning. Such is the preſent ſtate of the 
enemy; who not only now, but before the 
hte action, were ſtrotigly recruited, as pow- 
etful armies of militia ſpring up in every 
province, What a ſtriking advantage there 
was on the ſide of the Americans, in the 
þft engagement 4 hut the defect of num- 
| bers 
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bers in our little army, was amply made 
up by the courage of the ſoldiers, the valor 
and conduct of 01 our Generals, 


The officers who have been killed and 
vVvounded in the late action, are much greater 
in proportion than that of the ſoldiers, 
which muſt be attributed to the great exe 
cution of the riſſe- men, who directed their 
fire againſt. them in particular; in every in- 
terval of ſmoke, they were ſure to take off 
ſome, as the rifle- men had poſted them . 
ſelves in high trees. Some of the priſon-, 
ers who were taken late in the day, ſaid, 
it was firmly believed in the enemy's camp, 
that General Burgoyne was killed, which 
miſtake was occaſioned by an Aid- de-Camp 

of General Phillips, a Captain Green, who, 
having the furniture to his ſaddle laced and 
embroidered, and being wounded, fell from 
his horſe, the rifle- man that wounded him, 
from that circumſtance, affirmed it to be 
General Burgoyne. | 


You 


THROUGH AMERICA. 381 


You would be led to imagine, that the 


Indians and Canadians would have been of 
great utility againſt this mode of fighting, 
but the few who remained of the former, 
could not be brought within ſound of a 
_ rifle-ſhot; and the latter, who formerly 
were very expert in this ſervice, either from 
a great change in their military character, 
or a damp that was thrown upon them by 
the loſs of their beſt officers, who were 
under the neceſſity of expoſing themſelves . 
more than was requiſite, in order to bring 
them at all into action, were of little uſe. | 
Some of the Provincial troops were ſervice- 
able, but the only men we had really to 
oppoſe them were the German chaſſeurs, 
but their number was very inferior to the 
rifle- men of the enemy. 


Our preſent ſituation is far from̃ being 
an inactive one, the armies being ſo near, 
that not a night paſſes but there is firing, 
and continual attacks upon the advanced 
poicquets, eſpecially thoſe of the Germans. 

It ſeems to be the plan of the enemy to 
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 harraſs us by conſtant attacks, which the7ß 
are enabled to do, without fatiguing their 
army, from the great ſuperiority of their 
numbers. 


2 We ate-now become ſo habituated to fire, 

that the ſoldiers ſeem to be indifferent td 
it, and eat and fleep when it is very near 
them; the officers reſt in their cloaths, and 
the field officers are up frequently i in the 
night. The enemy, in front of our quar- 
ter- guard, within hearing, are cutting trees 
and making works, and when I have had 
-this guard, I have been viſited by moſt of 
the field officers, to liſten to them: You * 
i ſcarcely believe it, but the enem x 
bad the aſſurance to bring down a ſmall 
piece of cannon, to fire as their morning- 
gun, ſo near to our quarter- guard, that the 

wadding rebounded againſt the works. 


_ +. We have within theſe few evenings, ex- 
C Chiſive of other alarms, been under arms 
moſt of the night, as there has been a great 
-+ hoiſe, like the howling of, Go upon the 
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right of our encampment ; it was-imagined 
the enemy ſet it 'up to deceive us,” while 
they were meditating ſome attack. The two 
firſt nights this noiſe was heard, General 

| Fraſer thought it to have been the dogs 
belonging to the officers, and an order was 
given for the dogs to be confined within 
the tents; any that were ſeen running 
about, the Prevoſt had orders to hang them. 


The next night the noiſe was much greater, 


when a detachment of Canadians and Pro- 
vincials were ſent out to reconnoitre, and 
it proved to have ariſen from large droves 
of wolves that came after the dead bodies: 
they were ſimilar to a pack of hounds, for 
one ſetting up a cry, they all joined, and 
when they approached a corpſe, their noiſe 
was hideous till they had ſcratched it up. 


I have ſent you a view of the encamp- 
ment of our hoſpital tents, park of artil- 
lery, '&c. from a redoubt we have on the 
oppoſite ſide of the river, by which you 
may be able to form ſome idea of the ooun- 
tty we are at preſent * on. This 


view 
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view was taken by Sir Francis Clerke, one 
' of General Burgoyne's Aid-de-Camps, who 
has favored me with a copy. 


DTT TEC; 
Cambridge, in New England, Nov. 10, 1777: 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


IE HE diſpatches ſent by Lord Peter- 
ſham, relative to our misfortunes, 

will have reached England long before this 
comes to hand. Your ſurprize, then, will 
ceaſe at receiving a letter dated from this 
place. As every little circumſtance rela- 
tive to a campaign, cannot be given in an 
| official account to be laid before the public, 
| I ſhall 
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I ſhall relate the tranſactions of the my 
till the convention took place. | 


The day after * the date of my laſt letter, 
a detachment of 1 500 regular troops, with 
two-twelve-pounders, two howitzers, and 
fix ſix- pounders, went out between eleven 
and twelve o'clock. The reaſon, no doubt, 
for the General's marching at this time, 
rather than earlier in the morning, was, 
that in caſe we ſhould not prove victorious, 


he had the night to favor his retreat. 


The intention of this detachment was to 
make a movement to the enemy's left, not 
bnly to diſcover whether there was a poſſi- 
| bility of forcing a paſſage, if neceſſary to 
advance, or diſlodge the enemy, in order to 
favor a retreat, but likewiſe to cover the 
forage of the army, through the ſcarcity of 
which we were in great diſtreſs. | This 
being a project of much importance, Ge- 
neral Burgoyne took with him Generals 
Phillips, Reideſel and Fraſer, as officers 
beſt qualified, and with whoſe aſſiſtance he 

Vor. I. Cc had 


— 
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had every hope the plan would ſucceed, 
The guard of the camp. upon the heights 
was left to the command of Brigadier Ge- 
nerals Hamilton and Specht, and the re- 
doubts and plain to Brigadier General Gall, 


This day having the quarter-guard of the 
regiment, I of courſe remained in camp, 
and therefore can give you no information 
as to the various poſitions that were taken; 
after the detachment had been out ſome 
time, we heard a very heavy firing with 
the artillery, and ſome little ſkirmiſhing 
with ſmall arms. | . 


At this time Major. Campbell, of the 
- 29th regiment, the Field- officer of the day, 
came to my guard, and defired me to go 


with a ſerjeant and fome men, to recon- 


noitre acroſs two ravines, in front of the 
guard, to liſten if I could hear the enemy 


| marching that way; all was quiet in that 


quarter, but as the firing began to be very 
heavy on the left, I returned to the guard. 
In this little circuit I was convinced how 


much 
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much the Americans were puſhed in our 
late action, on the 19th-of September, for 
T met with ſeveral dead bodies belonging 
to the enemy, and amongſt them were 
laying cloſe to each other, two men and a 
woman, the latter of whom had her arms 
extended, and her I: graſping car- 

2 


8Sdon after my return to the guard, the 
ſtring appeared to become general on both” 
ſides, and very heavy indeed. Much about 
this time the bat- men of the army, who 
went out for forage, came galloping into 
camp, having thrown off their forage to 
fave their own horſes- and themſelves by 
flight. The gallant behaviour of an old 
ſoldier, of the 2oth- regiment, deſerves to 
be remembered; he had been wounded at 
the battle of Minden, and as he lay on the 
and the horſe's fret reſted on his breaſt; 
the Americans in great contempt: when 
1 they 
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they attacked the foraging party, the hardy | 
old veteran, fitting upon the forage which 
he had got on the horſe, kept loading and 
firing his piece at the enemy, and in this 
manner he brought his forage into camp. 
Upon his arrival, his maſter reprimanded 
him for the danger he had expoſed both 
himſelf and his horſes to (when he ſaid)” 
« May it pleaſe your honor, I could not 
« throw away my forage ; I'd ſooner loſe 
« my life, than w— poor horſes ſhould 
* ſtarve. | | 


You cant ale. this a of the bat- 
men, and a number of wounded men 
coming into camp, was no very favorable 
omen of ſucceſs; nor can you conceive the 
ſorrow viſible on General Fraſer's being 
brought in wounded, your old friends 
Campbell and Johnſton, of our regiment, 
on each ſide of his horſe, ſupporting him. 
I cannot deſcribe to you the ſeene; it was 
ſuch that the imagination muſt help to 
paint. The officers, all anxious and eagerly 
enquiring as to his wound the down-caft - 

— look 
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look and melancholy that was viſible to 
every one, as to his ſituation, and all the 
anſwer he could make to the many en- 
quiries, was a ſhake of his head, expreſſive 
that it was all over with him. So much 
was he beloved, that not only officers and 
ſoldiers, but all the women flocked round, 
ſolicitous for his fate, 


0 


When he had reached his tent, and was 
recovered a little from the faintneſs occa- 
ſioned by loſs of blood, he told thoſe 
around him, that he ſaw the man who 
ſhot him, he was a rifle-man, and up in 
a tree; the ball entered a little below his 
breaſt, and penetrated juſt below the back 
bone. After the Surgeon had dreſſed his 
wound, he faid to him very compoſedly, 
„ Tell me, Sone, to the beſt of your {kill 
and judgment, if you think my wound 
« js mortal.” When he replied, Iam 
« ſorry, Sir, to inform you, that it is, and 
that you cannot poſſibly live four and 
twenty hours.” He then called for pen 
and ink, and after making his will, and 
Cc C 3 diſtri- 
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diſtributing a few little tokens of regard to 
the officers of his ſuite, deſired that he 


might he removed to 4he general hoſpital, 


5 In camp, and not in perſonal danger, 48 
ſttzzhe mind is left to reflection, it is impoſ- 
fible to deſcribe how much it is affected in 
beholding the wounded continually coming 
in, amid an inceſſant roar of cannon and 
muſquetry, where perhaps many brave fel- 
lows are dying far their country perhaps 
too in an unſucceſsful battle! I can never 
conſent to be left in camp again. | 


After many hours impatient anxicty, to- 
wards the cloſe of the evening, the grand 
| ſtroke came, I had little hope to become 
a partaker in the action; but about that 
time the troops came pouring into camp 
as faſt as they could, and ſhortly after 
Generals Burgoyne, Phillips and Reideſel. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the anxiouſneſs 
depicted in the countenance of General 
Burgoyne, who immediately rode up to the 
quarter- guards, and when he came to that 

| of 
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of our regiment, I was acroſs a ravine, 
poſting a ſerjeant's guard. Upon enquiring 
eagerly for the officer, I came to him, 
<< Sir, aid the General, you muſt defend 
* this poſt to the very laſt man. You 
may eaſily conceive, upon receiving thoſe 
orders, I judged every thing t6 be in a dan- 
gerous ſituation. There was not a moment 
for thought, for. the Americans ftormed 
with great fury the poſt of the light- infan- 
try, under the command of Lord Balcarres, 
ruſhing cloſe to - the lines, under a ſevere 
fire of grape - hot and ſmall arms. This 
poſt was defended with great ſpirit, and 
the enemy, led on by General Arnold, as 
gallantly aſſaulted the works; but on the 
General's being wounded, the enemy were 
repulſed, which was not till after dark. 
In this attack, I was but an obſerver, as 
our quarter-guard was ſome diſtance from 
the lines, but not ſufficiently ſo as to be 
out of danger, as the balls were continually 
dropping down amongf us. In order that 
you may form ſome idea with what obſti- 
N enemy aſſaulted the lines, from 
S6 the 
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the commencement, at which time it was 
dark, till they were repulſed, there was a 
| continual. ſheet of fire along the lines, and 
in this attack we were fully ri of 
what eſſential ſervice our kr was. 


During! che time the enemy were ſo vigo- 
rouſſy attacking our lines, a party aſſaulted 
thoſe of the Germans, commanded by Col. 
Breyman, but either for want of courage, 
or preſence of mind, they, upon the firſt 
attack of the enemy, were ſtruck with ſuch 
a terror, that inſtcad of gallantly ſuſtaining 
their lines, they looked on all as loſt, and 
after firing one volley, haſtily abandoned 
them; that brave officer, Colonel Breyman, 
in endeavouring to rally his ſoldiers, was 
unfortunately killed. By the encmy's oh- 
taining poſſeſſion of the German lines, they 
gained an opening upon our right and rear, 


In this engagement we loſt many brave 
; officers, to add to the fate of General 
F raſer, General Burgoyne's Aid-de- Camp, | 
Sir F ranCls Clerke, was killed, Colonel 
Ackland 


THROUGH AMERICA. 393 
Ackland wounded and a priſoner, Major 
Willams, Captain Blomfield, and Lieute- 
nant Howarth, of the artillery, were like- 
wiſe priſoners, the latter waunded ; Major 
Blomfield's wound was very remarkable, a 
ſhot paſſing through both cheeks, without 
hurting the inſide of his mouth. Your 
friend Howarth's wound,” I hear, is in 
his knee: it is very ſingular, but he was 
prepoſſeſſed with an idea of being wounded, 
for when the orders came for the detach- 
ment's going out, he was playing picquet 
with me, and after reading the orders, and 
that his brigade of guns was to go, he ſaid 
to me, © God bleſs you A; farewell; 
for I, know not how it is, but I have 
« ſtrange preſentiment that I thall either be 
killed or wounded.” I was 1ather ſur- 
_ prized at ſuch an expreſſion, as he is of a 
gay and chearful diſpoſ tion; and cannot 
but fay, that during the litile time I could 
beſtow in reflection that day, Icon nually 
dwelt upon his remark ; but he is now 
happily in a fair way of recovery. 


After 


back, and was haſtening into camp, when 
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After Major Ackland was wounded, 
when he obſerved the army were retreat- 
ing, he requeſted Captain Simpſon, of the 
3ift regiment, who was an intimate friend, 
to help him into camp, upon which, being 
a very ſtout man, he conveyed the Major 
on his back a conſiderable way, when the 
enemy purſuing fo rapidly, he was obliged 
to leave him behind to faye himſelf. As 
the Major lay on the ground, he cried out 
to the men who were running by him, that 


he would give fifty guineas to any ſoldier 


who would convey him into camp. A 
ſtout grenadier inſtantly took him on his 


they were overtaken by the enemy, and 
made priſoners, Here you muſt naturally 
_ conceive what were the feelings of Lady 
Harriet, who, after hearing the whole of 


the action, at laſt received the ſhock of 


her individual misfortune, mixed with the 
general calamity of the defeat, + 


Whatever favorable opinion the General 
had entertained of our late encampment, 
after 
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after this attack he thought our flank liable 
to be turned, and it would be impoſſible to 
accompliſh an . honorable retreat, fearing 
the only ſecurity of the army would con- 
ſiſt in an ignominious flight, as our works 
would by no means reſiſt cannon-ſhot. 
Before we quitted them, we heard the 
enemy bringing- up their artillery, no doubt 
with a view- to attack us at day-break ; 
therefore, laboring under theſe apparent 
diſadvantages, we had orders to quit our 
preſent ſituation during the night, and take 
poſt upon the heights, above the hoſpital; 
by this movement the whole of the army 
were now aſſembled upon the heights and 
plain, of which 1 Hans 4. 5agy: 2h; hs 
drawing I ſent you. 


Our late movement, which was affected 
without any loſs, occaſioned the enemy to 
make a new diſpoſition, and an the 8th of 
October, the baggage and incumbrances of 
the army being removed, we offered battle, 
anxious for a conflict in a plain, where we | 
could diſcern our enemy, as hitherto all 

our 


— — — —— 
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our actions had been in the woods, where 


it is impoſſible exactly to preſcribe to an 


army, or ſeparate body, how to govern 


itſelf; every different motion of the enemy, 


and the various accounts a General receives 


of them, ought to make him alter his 
meaſures, and there is no laying down to 


a commanding officer of any corps, other 
than general rules, the reſt depending on 
his own conduct, and the behaviour of his 
troops. 


At one time we fully imagined it was 


the intention of the enemy to have attacked 
us, as a very large body, conſiſting of ſeve- 


ral brigades, drew up in line of battle, 
with artillery; and began to cannonade us. 
In return, an howitzer was fired, and, ag 


was intended, the ſhell fell ſhort, upon 
which the enemy ſetting up a great ſhout, 


were very much encouraged, and kept .on 
cannonading. The next time the howitzer 
was ſo elevated, that the ſhell fell into the 
very center of a large column, and imme- 
diately burſt, which ſo cn them, that 
they 
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they fled off into the woods, and ſhewed 


no other intentions of an attack; indeed. 
their cautious conduct during the whole 
day ſtrongly marked a difinclination to a 
general action. : 


Early on this morning General Fraſer. 
breathed his laſt, and at his particular re- 
queſt, was buried, without any parade, in 
the great redoubt, by the ſoldiers of his 
own corps. About ſun-ſet, the corpſe was 
carried up the hill; the proceſſion was in 
view of both armies; as it paſſed by Gene- 
rals Burgoyne, Phillips and Reideſel, they 
were ſtruck at the plain ſimplicity of the 
parade, being only attended by the officers 
of his ſuite; but leſt the army, not being 
acquainted with the privacy that was de- 
fired, ſhould conſtrue it into neglect, and 
urged by a natural with to pay the laſt 
honors to him, in the eyes of the whole 
army, they joined the proceſſion. 


The enemy, with an inhumanity pecu- 
liar to Americans, cannonaded the proceſ- 
4 ſion 


398 INTERIOR TRAVELS 

ſion as it paſſed, and during the ſervice 
over the grave. The account given me by 
your friend Lieutenant Freemen, was, that 
there appeared an expreſſive. mixture f 
ſenſibility and indignation upon every coun- 
tenance - the ſcene muſt have been affect- 
ing. f 


In the evening intelligence was brought 
that the enemy were marching to turn our 
right; we could prevent this by no other 
means than retreating towards Saratoga. 
A retreat is a matter of the higheſt conſe-- 


quence, and requires the greateſt conduct 
in a General, as well as reſolution in both 
officers and ſoldiers; for the leaſt miſma-' 
nagement puts all into confuſion. A good 
retreat is looked on as the chef d æuure of 
a Commander. Every one of the advanced 
corps felt ſeverely the loſs of General 
Fraſer, as. he uſed frequently to fay, that 
if the army had the misfortune to retreat, 
he would enſure, with the advanced corps, 
to bring it off in ſafety ; this was a piece 

of 0 he was not a little vain of, 

3 for 
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for during the war in Germany, he made 
good his retreat with five hundred chaſſeurs, 
in ſight of the French army. But as 
covering the retreat of the army was of 
the utmoſt conſequence, General Phillips 
took the command of the rear-guard, which 
conſiſted of the advanced corps. 


At nine o'clock at night the army began 
to move, General Reideſel commanding the 
van- guard. Our retreat was made within 
muſquet-ſhot of the enemy, and though 
greatly encumbered with baggage, without 
a ſingle loſs. It was near eleven o'clock 
before the rear-guard marched, and for 
near an hour, we every moment expected 
to be attacked, for the enemy had formed 
on the fame ſpot as in the morning ; we 
could diſcern, this. by. the lanterns: that the 
officers. had in their hands, and their riding 
about in the front of their line; but though 
the. Amerieans put their army in motion 
that night, they did not purſue. us, in our 


retreat, till late the next day. Deferring 
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the a of our misfortunes till ancthe?. 
opportunity, and willing to embrace a very 
favorable one that now preſents del of 


ſending this, I remain * 


Yours, &. 


— 
— 


LETTER XII. 
Cambridge in New England, Nov, 15, 1751 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


FTER a march, in which we were 
liable to be attacked in front, flank 

and rear, the army, on the gth, at day- 
break, reached an advantageous ground, 
and took a poſition very deſirable to have 
received the enemy ; we halted to refreſh 
the troops, and to give time for the-bat- 
FTeaux 
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teaux to come abreaſt of the army. Afew 
days proviſion was delivered out, and it 
was apprehended it might be the laſt, for 
though the movement of the army kept 
pace with the batteaux, ſtill there were 
many parts:of the river where they might 
have been attacked-to great advantage, and 
where the army could afford. n N 
Protection. | tert | 


After the troops had been refreſbad; aid. 
the batteaux came up, the army proceeded 
forward, in very ſevere weather, and thro' 
exceeding bad roads, and late at night ar- 
rived at Saratoga, in ſuch a ſtate of fatigue, 
that the men had not ſtrength: or inclina- 
tion to cut wood and make fires, but rather 
ſought; leep in their wet cloaths and on 
the wet ground, under a heavy rain that 
ſtill continued, and which began to fall 
when we firſt e | 


The inceſſant rain during our retreat was 
rather a favorable circumſtance, for though 
it impeded the army in their march, and 
Vol. I. RC” increaſed 
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increaſed its. difficulties, it ſerved at the 
ſame time to retard, and in a great meaſure 
prevented, the purſuit of the enemy; it 
however occaſioned one very unhappy ne- 
 ceffity, that of abandoning our hoſpitals 
with the fick and wounded : but great 
praiſe is due to the humanity of General 
Gates, for upon the very firſt intelligence 
of it, he immediately ſent forward a few 
light horſe, to 2 hong them rom . and 


en, 


The heavy a rain afforded another conſo- 


lation to the men during the march, which 
was, in caſe the enemy had attacked us, 
the fate of the day would have reſted ſolely 
upon the bayonet : this idea prevailed fo 
ftrangly in the minds of the men, that 
notwithſtanding they were acquainted with 
the ſuperiority of the enemy, an attack 
ſeemed to be the wiſh of every ſoldier. - 


WWben the army were about to move 
after we halted, the cares and anxieties 


with which the — no _ muſt 
have 
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have been fyrrounded, were greatly in- 
creaſed by a circumſtance of private diſtreſs, 
for at this time a meſſage was delivered 

to him from that amiable woman, Lady 
Harriet Ackland, expreſſing an earneft de- 


free, if it did not militate againſt the Gene- 


ral's wiſhes, of paſſing to the camp of the 
enemy, and requeſting General Gates's per- 
miſſion to attend her huſband, at the fame 
time ſubmitting it entirely to the General's 


We 


The General, although he had been fully 
convinced of the patience and fortitude 
with which the had already encountered 
the many trying fituations that had be- 
fallen her, could not but expreſs his aſto- 
niſhment at this propoſal, as it appeared 
an effort beyond human nature, that a wo- 
man of ſuch a tender and delicate frame as 
her's, ſhould be capable of ſuch an under- 
taking as that of delivering herſelf to the 
enemy—probably in the night, and uncer- 
tain of what hands ſhe might fall into 
eſpecially after ſo long an agitation of the 


Dd 2 fpirits, 
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ſpirits, not only-exhauſted by want of reſt, 

but abſolutely want of food, and drenched _ 
in rains for near twelve -hours—and this at 
a time too, when far advanced in a ſtate 
where every tender care and precaution be- 
comes abſolutely requiſite !——ln the har- 
raſſed and fatigued ſituation ſhe was in, it 
was no little chagrin to the General, that 
he could afford her no aſſiſtance to cheer 
up her ſpirits for ſuch an undertaking z he 
had not even a cup of wine to offer her 
but from a ſoldier's wife ſhe obtained a 
little rum and dirty water! With this poor 
refreſhment ſhe ſet out in an open boat, 
which was furniſhed by the General, with 
a few lines of recommendation ta General 
Gates, for his protection. The Chaplain 
that officiated at General Fraſer's. funeral 
- undertook to accompany: her, and with her 
waiting-maid, and the Major's valet de 
cbambre (who then had a ball in his ſhoul- ' 


der, which he received in the late action, 


in ſearching for the Major after he Was 
wounded) ſhe rowed down the river to 


PL. 
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meet the enemy.——But to return to the 
K 1 


It was not till after day- light; on the 
morning of the f och, that the artillery and 
the laſt of the troops paſſed the Fiſh-Kill, 
and took poſition upon the heights and in 
the redoubts we had formerly conſtructed. 
On our arrival at Saratoga, a corps of the 
enemy, between five and ſix hundred, were 
diſcovered throwing up intrenchments on 
the heights, but upon our approach retired 
over the ford of the Hudſon's river, and 


joined a body "_ to ber, 8e. our paſſage 
chere. | | 


| 10 . of Wees Fe a Keg | 
fee; were ſent to repair bridges, and 
open a road on the weſt fide of the river to 
Fort Edward; but the enemy being ſtrongly 
paſted on the heights of the Fiſh-Kill, 
and making a diſpoſition: to give us battle, 
that eſcort was recalled. The Provincials 
who were left to cover the artificers, upon 
a very ſlighit attack ran-away, leaving them 
P0007 Dey; to 


$06 INTERIOR TRAVELS 


to eſcape as they could, without a poſſibi- 
lity of their performing any work. 


While theſe different movements were 
carrying on, the batteaux with proviſieng 
were frequently fired upon from the oppo- 
ſite ſide of the river, ſome of them were 
loſt, and ſeveral men killed and wounded 
in thoſe that remained. f 


On the 11th the enemy continued the 
attacks upon the batteaux, ſevetal were 
taken and retaken, but their ſituation being | 
nearer to the main force of the enemy than 
to ours, it was judged neceſſary to land the 
proviſions, and ſend them up the hill, as it 
was — to ſecure them by any other 

this was effected under a heavy 
fire, 3 with the greateſt difficulty. | 


The intentions of the enemy became 
now very apparent; and no. doubt General 
Gates thought he ſhould be able to gain 
more advantage from the ſituation and cir- 
cumitancey of our army, by cutting off our 
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proviſions, and otherwiſe harraſſing and 
diſtreſſing us, by the galling fire of the ri- 
flemen, who were every where placed about 
in the woods, than by giving us battle, and 
running the chance of a victory. 


The poſſible means of farther retreat were 
conſidered in a council of war, compoſed 
of the general officers ; and the only one 
that ſeemed expedient, or in the leaſt r 

ticable, was attended with ſuch danger, as 
afforded little hopes of ſueceſs, but never- 
cheleſs, the reſolve was it ſhould be at- 
tempted. This was by a night march. to 

Fort Edward, the troops carrying their 
proviſions on their backs, leaving artillery, 
baggage, and other incumbrances behind, 
and to force a paſſage at the ford, either 
above or below bat fen S ντ H 


Wuile the army were preparing for this 
bold and reſolute undertaking, ſome ſcouts 
returned with intelligence, that the enemy 
were ſtrongly intrenched ' oppoſite . thoſe 
fords, and poſſeſſed a camp in force on the 

Dd 4 - high 
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high grounds, between F ort Edward and 
Fort George, with cannon; excluſive of 


which, they had parties down the whole 
ſhore to watch our motions, and ſome poſts 
ſo near us, on our ſide of the water, that 


it was impoſſible the army could make the 
| traſt” motion without . diſcovered. 


| Notwithſtandin g the number of the 
Americans, which was hourly increaſing, 
General Gates acted with as much precau- 
tion as if the ſuperiority was on our fide, 
as the ground where he encamped was, 
from its nature and the works he had 8 


_ thrown u p. inatuckabls. 


SO march to Fort Edward hoes thus 


prevented, the army was poſted as well as 
the ground would admit of, fortifying our 


camp, and preparing for any attempt that 


the enemy, from our reduced ſtate, might 
be induced 4 to Anke. 


The ate and Situation of our army was 


truly ealamitous !—Worn down by a ſeries 
43 of 
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of inceſſant toils and ſtubborn actions: 
abandoned in our utmoſt diſtreſs by the 
Indians; weakened by the deſertion, and 
diſappointed as to the efficacy of the Cana- 
dians and Provincials, by their timidity ; 
the regular troops reduced, by the late 
heavy loſſes of many of our beſt men and 
diſtinguiſhed officers, to only 4500 effective 
men, of which number there were not 
quite 2000 Britiſh:—in this ſtate of weak 
neſs, no poſſibility of retreat, our provi- 
ſions nearly exhauſted, and inveſted by an 
army of four times our number, that 
almoſt encircled us, who would not attack 
us from a knowledge of our ſituation, and 
whoſe works could not be affaulted in any 
part. In this perilous ſituation the men 
lay continually upon their arms, the enemy 
inceſſantly cannonading us, and their rifle 
and cannon ſhot reaching every part of our 

True courage ſubmits with great diffi- 
culty to deſpair, and in the midſt of all 
thoſe dangers and arduous trials, the valor 

and 


% 
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and conſtancy of the Britiſh troops were 
aſtoniſhing : they ſtill retained their ſpirits, 
in hopes that either the long-expected re- 
lief would arrive from New-York, which 

the army implicitly believed, from an order 
that had been given out at our camp at 
Still- Water, ſtating that powerful armies 
were to act in co-operation with ours, or 
that the enemy would attack us, which 
was moſt fervently wiſhed for, as it would 
have given us an opportunity of dying gal. 
Ts . or extrjcating ourſelves with honor. 


After waiting the * of the as 
of October, in anxious expectation of what 
it would produce, and to which time it 
had been reſolyed to endure all extremities 
in maintaining our ground againſt the 
enemy no proſpect of aſſiſtance appeating, 
and no rational ground c of hope remaining. 
it was thought proper, in the evening, to 
take an exact account of the proviſions 
left, which amounted to no more than three 
days ſhort allowance. 5 


In 
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In this ſtate of diſtreſs, a council of war 
vas called, to which all the Generals, Fjeld- 
officers, and commanding officers of corpy + 
| were ſummoned, when it was unanimouſly 
agreed, that in the preſent circumſtances 


we could do no other than d hd : 


; _ | 0 


Overtures were gy ſa to 
General Gates, who harſhly rejected them, 


reminding us of our enervated ſtate, from 
a toilſome campaign, diminiſhed numbers, 
ſcanty ſubſiſtence, and the impoſlibility of 
freſh ſupply. Theſe reaſons were urged on 
the ſpur of the moment, minute conſidera- 
tion denied, and a deciſive anſwer required. 
We felt their force, but compliance was 
never thought of, it would have too ſeverely 
wounded the dignity of our military cha- 


The refufal of our overtates was morti- 
fying in the extreme, yet inſtrad of de- 


preſſing, it raiſed our magnanimity; the in- 
W of ſuſpence, indeed, diſturbed our 


3 
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' repoſe; anxiety was awake to conſequences 
—ſtill we adhered to our purpoſe with 
manly firmneſs. A ſtate of ſuſpence, to a 
reflecting mind, is worſe than death; that 
was our Kate till the convention was — 
e. r 
The obſtacles to the Re ORF LE of 
the convention at firſt appeared inſur- 
- mountable, for General Gates conceived 
that our complicated embarraſſments ſuffi- 
ciently juſtified him, according to the rules 
of war, in inſiſting on an unconditional 
ſurrender of the army: they were diſdain- 
fully rejected, and he was peremptorily in- 
formed, that notwithſtanding our reduced 
numbers, if he ſtill perſiſted, our final ap- 
peal ſhould be to the ſword, as the Britiſh 
troops would ruſh upon the enemy, deter- 
mined to give no quarter. 


General Gates, be having been once 
in our ſervice, was fully convinced of what 
exertions Britiſh troops were capable, in 
oy W emergency; he was there- 
| fore 
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fore quickly ſenſible of the impolicy of 


coercion, and with very great prudence 
declined hazarding a freſh conflict with 
men who preferred death to a diſgraceful 
ſubmiſſion. Awed by our firmneſs, he fe- 
tracted his demands, and honorable. terms 

were granted; the particulars, as they are 
undoubtedly in the n I ſhall of courle 


paſs over. 


To a oth of fortune v we yielded with 
becomirig dignity, but our honor was ſafe, 
and equanimity of temper marked our cha- 

racter, even in adverſity. 


General Burgoyne has Ane every thing 
in this convention for the good of the 
troops, conſiſtent with the ſervice of his 
King and country: all that wiſdom, valor, 

and a ſtrict ſenſe of honor could ſuggeſt. 

Confident, no doubt, of having exerted 
himſelf with indefatigable ſpirit in their 
ſervice, he will deſpiſe popular clamor, truly 
2 that no * and unbiaſſed judge 
| -.of 


- 
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of actual ſervice can condemn him. Addi 
fon has fomewhere obſerved, 


s not in moytals to command ſucceſs f. 


And as the populace, in this verſatile 
age, ſtartle at untoward events, ſo our Ge- 
neral is liable to be expoſed to public cen 
ſure. Ample juſtice muſt raiſe him in the 
mind of every liberal man who will judge 
with caution, acquit him with honor, and ; 
take him to his heart as the ſoldier's friend 
Ass a man of cool judgment, but ardent l 


* 
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